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Romans 8:35-37


11th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Series A ~ July 31, 2005

Conquerors of an Unseen Enemy


The text for today is our Epistle lesson, Romans 8:35-39, which has already been read.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!


In 1660, the Dutch scientist Anton Leeuwenhoek looked into his newly invented microscope and was shocked!  As he examined a drop of local lake water, he saw “many thousands of creatures moving among one another.”


Leeuwenhoek’s discovery made people aware of a large unseen world of germs and viruses.  Scientists in recent decades have discovered how, every day and every hour, these germs and viruses are trying to enter our bodies in order to infect and destroy us.


When you read and hear God’s Word, this Word works like a spiritual microscope through which God reveals the unseen world of spiritual forces.  Just as Leeuwenhoek was shocked to see the unseen world of deadly germs and viruses, you may be shocked to see the unseen world of spiritual forces that God shows you in His Word.  This unseen world is the world of demonic powers.


St. Paul describes these demonic powers when he says that your daily “struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).  

In other words, there are horrific spiritual forces surrounding you every hour, waiting to attack, enter, and to destroy you spiritually.  These are the same spiritual powers mentioned by St. Paul in our text.


After Leeuwenhoek discovered the unseen world of deadly germs, scientists taught people to defend themselves from infection and disease by washing with soap and using medicine.  It’s much easier to defeat an enemy that you know exists, isn’t it?  Only then, can you begin to prevent it from attacking you and causing you harm.  

It’s easy for us to understand how this works with germs and viruses.  We have to wash our hands often with soap and water.  We might have to avoid contact with someone carrying those infectious organisms or wear masks and gloves for our protection when we need to work around them.  

However, now comes an even bigger and more important question: Is there any way you can prevent the evil powers described in the Bible from entering your mind and soul, infecting you with discouragement and depression, robbing you of your faith, and even destroying you spiritually?


Yes!  The apostle John tells you this Good News when he says: “Greater is He [Jesus] who is in you than he [Satan] who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).  Paul echoes that thought when he writes: “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him [Christ] who loved us” (Romans 8:37).  


This is your answer!  Christ living inside you is the protection you need to defend yourself from the horrific, demonic forces.  Thus, you can say with St. Paul: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).


Many people are surprised to learn that God actually says Christ lives inside them! (Galatians 2:20).  They are often even more surprised that Christ comes to live in them—not by their own personal decision or effort—but only through His Word.  As Jesus said, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit” (John 15:16).  


Perhaps the best example of this is found in the Baptism of a tiny infant.  There is no way a little baby can decide to get baptized.  Even if he could somehow he wouldn’t be able to drive to church or walk to the baptismal fount on his own.  He couldn’t apply the water, confess his faith, or speak the triune name of God.  These things must be done for Him.  Infant baptism is a wonderful reminder that none of us can come to faith on our own.


Unfortunately, even though Christ lives in you, the devil still keeps trying to get the upper hand.  The devil tries, through your sinful flesh, to do battle with the Spirit of Christ.  This is why Paul, who says, “Christ is in me,” also says: “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. ﻿ For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.  Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:18-24).


But after confessing discouragement, Paul then proceeds to rejoice, saying: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25).


You, also, do not need to despair.  Your heavenly Father never lets you struggle alone.  His Word gives you the information on how to defend yourself against the devil and his army of demons.  Yet God does even more!  In a miraculous way, through His living Word, He does for you what you cannot do for yourself!—which is the miracle of “Christ in you” (Colossians 1:27).  God’s Word is a living power (1 Thessalonians 2:13) at work in you to build you up, to encourage you, to strengthen your faith, and to defend you from the devil.


In the introduction to his Large Catechism, Martin Luther says: “Nothing is so effectual against the world, the flesh, and the devil and all evil thoughts as to occupied with God’s Word, in conversation and meditation.  Satan cannot hear or endure God’s Word.  We need God’s Word for daily strength as we do our daily bread.”


Martin Luther again writes: “The ways of the Lord are His works, especially the works He does in us, namely, that He destroys the works of our daily lapses; and He works the opposite in us: [giving us] hope, righteousness, patience, joy, peace, etc.  These are the ways of the Lord which His Word brings when it is heard and believed.”

Because you are dead in your sin (Ephesians 2:1), you cannot open your heart to Jesus.  Instead, Christ has opened the door of your heart (Acts 16:14) to live in you and to bring you out of darkness to His marvelous light (Colossians 1:13; 1 Peter 2:9).  He doesn’t come only once.  On the contrary, He comes regularly into your heart to “dine with you” (Revelation 3:20).  He dines with you both in His Word and also in His Sacrament of the Holy Supper.


According to this Scriptural teaching, you do not need to labor and toil to keep Jesus living in you.  Instead, He dwells in you and strengthens you in faith and live through His Body and Blood in Holy Communion.  You can be certain that “Christ is in you” (Romans 8:10) when you “eat this bread and drink the cup” (1 Corinthians 11:26)!  “So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Romans 9:16).  “It is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).  

When God, by His living Word and Spirit, enlightens the “eyes of your heart” (Ephesians 1:18) to see not only the unseen world of evil, but more importantly, the “surpassing greatness” of Christ in you, your entire life will be totally changed!  Instead of living in fear, you will be enabled by Christ to say: “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us… nothing shall separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39).  Amen.


Let us pray:  Dear Lord, several hundred years ago, it was surely amazing for a scientist using a microscope suddenly to see the germ and virus agents that brought daily suffering and death.  It is equally shocking for many Christians to see in the microscope of Your Word that horrific evil powers surround us and daily enter our hearts and minds, hoping to destroy us.  Blessed Jesus, by Your Word and Spirit, enter my heart and soul.  Drive out the devil and his demons, along with discouragement and despair.  Enable me to cling with joy to Your powerful promise that “greater is [Jesus] who is in [me] than [Satan] who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

