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Children’s Service ~ December 19, 2004

God’s Family Tree—The Tree Presented

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

From the early centuries of the Christian church, believers used the picture of the “stem of Jesse” in Isaiah 11:1 to learn and ponder the human origins of Jesus Christ and trace His genealogy.  During the Middle Ages this pious practice grew into a mural—much like the one you see tonight—in which Jesus’ ancestors and Old Testament prophecies were depicted on a “family tree.”  Symbols were used to show the various men and women God used throughout history to complete His plan of salvation through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  

Tonight the Sunday School children have been showing you a few of those symbols as they’ve hung them on the Jesse Tree.  By tracing the “roots” of Jesus Christ through God’s Family Tree, we see how God fulfills all of His promises in His incarnate Son.

In Galatians 4, St. Paul writes: “When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  Or, to use our Advent theme, in Jesus Christ, God now presents His Family Tree to you. 

We see how the Seed promised to Eve is delivered through the blessed Virgin Mary.  Abraham could only trust the promise of this Seed, but tonight we see that promise fulfilled and the world blessed.  And in this little Baby, lying in a manger, God restores the peace and prosperity that King David and Israel merely tasted.  Tonight, dear friends and fellow saints, you see that Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, is your tree of life.

In the fall into sin, Adam and Eve separated themselves and all of humanity from the tree of life with God.  That’s why you and I have heartaches and frustrations.  That’s where the broken lives and frantic pace of life originate.  Sin separates us from one another.  Even worse, sin separates us from God.

Sensing there are problems, we try to play gods ourselves.  We think that if we just try harder, if we just plan a little better, if we just get more educated, if we’d just make more money, if we just get the perfect house, if we just make the right friends or find the right spouse, we can attain the perfect peace that knows no end.  But, as we see (in a small way) in all of our Christmas planning and partying, trying harder and harder only leads to more headaches and worries. 

Tonight as God’s Family Tree is presented we see how God answers our frantic, frenzied, frazzled attempts to live without Him.  In love and mercy, He sends His own Son into the flesh.  This little Child, wrapped in swaddling cloths, crushes the head of the satanic serpent and once again unites heaven and earth.  

As the angels sang to the shepherds: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests” (Luke 2:14).  

This little Infant comes to graft you back into life with God.  Though conceived by the Holy Spirit and therefore truly the Son of God, He is also born of the Virgin Mary and truly the Son of Man, the Seed of the Woman.  And in the blood that runs through His tiny arteries and veins God gives you His heavenly peace and goodwill here on earth.

When Abraham doubted God’s promise to bless the world through his family line, he shows us what’s in our hearts and minds as well.  We see the mess of our lives and the broken pieces of our shattered dreams.  And we begin to doubt that God is good or that He loves us and takes care of us.  Like Abraham, we try to fabricate our own fulfillments to God’s promises.  “God wants me to be happy,” we say, “so He must want me to healthy, wealthy, and wise.” 

But tonight, in God’s Family Tree, we see God’s answer to our empty promises and our hollow fulfillments.  God promised Abraham that he would be a blessing to all nations.  In the little town of Bethlehem God’s promised blessing came true.  As the angel comforted the frightened shepherds, God also comforts you in your most troubling doubts and fears: “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).  This tiny Baby gives new confidence in God’s promises by forgiving all doubts.

Do not look for peace and prosperity here on earth.  At the very least, earthly peace and prosperity pass away all too quickly, but most of the time they lure you away from trusting your God and Savior.  Rather, look for peace and prosperity in the Christ Child, the Child who would grow up, go to a cross, suffer and die, and then rise again to give you peace with God and His eternal riches of forgiveness and everlasting life. 

Tonight, in God’s Family Tree, we see the Root of Jesse sprout forth for all to behold.  This little Christ Child is no mere child.  He is God in the flesh.  All of God’s peace and heavenly prosperity for you are wrapped up and presented to you this day in this little Christmas present of divine flesh and blood.  As St. Paul writes in Romans 5:1: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

By God’s grace, through faith, when you look at God’s Family Tree, you see His age-old promises fulfilled.  You see God’s Seed of a Savior coming to full fruition in Jesus Christ.  You see yourself grafted back into life with God.  And above all of this, you see that for His sake, you are forgiven all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

