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3rd Sunday after Pentecost ~ Series C ~ June 17, 2007

The Lord Has Also Put Away Your Sin

The text for today is our Old Testament lesson, 2 Samuel 11:26-12:4, which has already been read.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Simply standing up and telling someone or a group of people that an announcement needs to be made doesn’t get the job done.  Declaring that an announcement needs to be made puts people into a position where they are actually expecting the announcement to be made.  Then, when it is not made, people begin to wonder what is going on.  It doesn’t really help until the announcement is actually made.  

It’s like getting a text message or email that tells you, “I have something to tell you” and then no one ever sends you the message.  It’s like receiving a severe weather alert and then not hearing where or when the storm is expected.  It’s like going to the doctor who tells you something’s wrong with you, but then not being given either the diagnosis or the treatment.  Such a situation could be downright dangerous, perhaps even leading to death if we didn’t ever get the message.  

But when it’s an announcement from God, we really need to hear it because the LORD not only deals with the physical but also the spiritual; and the death is not only physical in this life, but possibly spiritual death for an eternity.  In our text, God sends Nathan to King David with just that sort of message.  

When you hear of King David, what comes to your mind?  Maybe you picture the shepherd boy who would become king—the one who defeated the giant, Goliath, with his sling and few smooth stone.  Perhaps you think of the musician who played the harp to sooth the tormented Saul, and wrote a great number of the psalms.    

It could be, that since it’s Father’s Day, your image of David is of a weak father whose children grew out of control and whose family suffered the consequences of the lack of fatherly discipline.  Perhaps you think of a man who commanded respect.  He was a man of God who had power, and he used his power to run and to control his kingdom.

In any case, God had made David the King of Israel and Judah.  The LORD had guided this man and his nation to great military victories over his enemies.  He was given many possessions—wealth, land, even people.  God had also promised that one of David’s descendants would be the One Who would deliver His people—the Messiah—the Christ of God sent to be the world’s redeemer. 

David was a special man—a man with power and authority, who could possess anything that he wanted.  Indeed, he had done just that.  David had seen Bathsheba, had desired her, had summoned her to his chambers, and he had committed adultery with her.  After all, he was the king and she was a part of his kingdom.  Who was going to tell him he couldn’t do this?  

It sounds like a soap opera plot, doesn’t it?  But it gets worse.  When David learns that Bathsheba is pregnant, he orders her husband home from the war so that he’ll sleep with her, thus making the pregnancy appear to be by her husband.  When this does not succeed, David arranges to have the husband “accidentally” killed in the fighting on the frontline.  Bathsheba becomes his wife.

On the surface, everything appears to be just fine.  David has what he wants and he continues about his business of being king and the daily activities that involved.  Things are running quite smoothly—at least it seems that way.

Each one of us wants our life to be the same way.  We have a certain style or pattern that we would like to have.  Whether at home, school, or work, each one of us strives hard to achieve it.  Our time is precious to us since the more time we are able to direct to our wants and desires, the quicker we can get them.

But sometimes things get in our way.  For young people, it often happens that they feel they are being too restricted by their parents.  Perhaps there are some places they have not been allowed to go, or, some things they are not permitted to do.  Places or things that their parents believe would not be good for them.  So, a young person will sneak out and cover himself by telling a lie or two.

For those of us who are older, perhaps the things that are wanted require money or power or achievement—lots of it.  So, a great amount of time and emphasis are placed on acquiring money or position.  After all, if you don’t make it while you can, some other guy will.  And if you hurt a few people along the way, well, that’s business isn’t it?  It’s a dog-eat-dog world out there and if you are going to get ahead, sometimes it is necessary to step on a few people.  

That is what King David has done and, on the surface, things are paying off—things are going quite well for him.  But the thing that David has done has displeased the LORD.  So the LORD sends Nathan to David.

Now, Nathan is not only a fearless man, he is quite wise.  His unenviable task is to expose David’s sins of covetousness, murder, lying, stealing, adultery, and bearing false witness, not to mention David’s violations of the first three commandments.  Nathan knows that if he confronts the king directly with these charges, he could be quickly and permanently dismissed by the king.  After all, David has already had one of his best soldiers put to death to cover up his sin—a pesky pipsqueak prophet wouldn’t be too much of a problem.

Consequently, Nathan uses a parable in order to have David pronounce himself guilty: “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.  The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought.  And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his morsel, and drink from his cup, and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him.  

“Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”

David is outraged and he condemns the other man.  This “other man” deserves to die—anyone can see that.  We’re like that, too, aren’t we?  It’s easy to find fault with others and ignore our own failures.  It started with Adam who said it was the woman who was at fault.  The Pharisee in the Gospel lesson condemned the woman, known to be a sinner, who was anointing the feet of our Lord.  You and I are the same way.  It is always easy to condemn the “other guy.”  

But Nathan, in one short sentence, pronounces the accusation on David: “You are the man!”  In effect, Nathan says, “Look, Your Majesty, I have not been telling you the account of lambs and the other guy; I have been telling you about Uriah’s wife and you.  You are the man!  You’re the guilty one.” 

David has already stated the sentence—death.  According to the Law of God, death is the penalty for murder and the penalty for adultery.  Now, David finds out that he has just accused himself.  There is no escaping the situation—David stands accused. 

We stand accused as well.  God’s Law says, “Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God am holy.”  “Love the Lord your God with all of your heart and with all of your soul and with all of your mind and with all of your strength.”  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

The Law requires that you and I always do the right thing and never break any of the Commandments.  Yet, since we can never perfectly fulfill all the requirements of the Law, the Law of God initially serves to show us our sin.  It acts like a mirror to make us see where we have gone wrong.  It accuses us just like it did to David.  It shows us that not only do we sin, we are sinful—thoroughly steeped in sin from birth, from the time of our conception. 

David had lived for about one year without repentance and forgiveness for the sins he had committed.  He had done so, even as served as one of the spiritual leaders of the nation.  He had failed miserably.  He was apart from God.  He had put aside the forgiveness that he previously had by faith in the promised Messiah.  

Without God as his salvation, David was not only accused, he was guilty.  And, as we see in Psalm 51, that guilt had weighed heavily upon his conscience, no matter how well it seemed he had covered up the sin.  

As Christians, we are in the same position as David.  We have the same capacity to an impenitent life as he did.  Without Christ as an active part of our lives, we can easily put aside the forgiveness that we so desperately need.  Without this forgiveness that is only available through Christ Jesus, we turn our backs to God.  We say “NO” to Him.  And there comes a time when you say “NO” once too often, taking you out of the state of grace, just as David had done.

If we remain in that spiritual condition, one of two things will happen.  God, in His grace, will send a Nathan into our life.  This could be in the form of another person, the listening of the Law as it condemns us, or something that happens in our lives that shakes us up spiritually—like the death of a loved one, a physical ailment of our own, or whatever.  In any case, it is God’s action of bringing us to a point where we are sorry for our sins and look to Christ as our Savior.

Or, the other thing that could happen is that no Nathan comes into our lives, or, we reject the Nathan that does.  If that happens, we will be confronted by Jesus, apart from His grace and mercy, on Judgment Day.  It will be too late; He will say, “Depart from Me; I never knew you.”

Hearing the words, “You are the man,” David realizes he is guilty.  He knows he stands condemned.  For him, there is nowhere to go, nothing to explain.  No excuses will prove satisfactory.  He can only rely on God for forgiveness and therefore he makes his confession, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  

It is not a long confession, recounting all of the sordid details.  It is a simple, yet sincere and heart-felt confession, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  Notice that David does not say, “I have sinned against Bathsheba, or against her husband, or against Nathan, or even the nation.”  They are God’s Laws that he had transgressed—His commandments that he broke.

Each sin that we commit is the breaking of God’s Law.  All are committed against the LORD.  If you have cheated your neighbor, told a lie about someone, are holding a grudge, or any number of other “little,” as well as big, things, you have not sinned against your neighbor, you have sinned against God!

But you have to give him credit—David knows what to do.  He is penitent.  He’s truly sorry for what all the grievous, horrible things he has done.  He looks to the LORD for forgiveness and His salvation.  He feels the burden of his guilt and trusts in the LORD to take the load away.  

Please note, dear friends, that forgiveness is announced immediately.  There is not a long period of time when David has to make himself worthy to receive absolution.  David does not have to make any form of satisfaction, doing something to help make up for what he did.  He confesses his sin.

And upon this, David’s confession, Nathan, as a Called prophet of the Word, announces the grace of God upon him, and in the stead and by the command of God, says: “The LORD has also put your sin away, you shall not die.”

The Hebrew word for putting sin away also has the meaning of transferring, forgiving, and sending over.  The LORD had put away, had sent over, had transferred David’s sin.  As Christians like David, we rely on the same transfer.  Our sins, like David’s, have been transferred to Christ.  On the cross, our sins were sent over to Him.  Christ’s death paid for all of the sins of the world.  They were all transferred to Him.  For the sake of Christ’s atoning death, the Lord has also put your sin away, you shall not die eternally.

Having received forgiveness, I’m sure that David did what he could to remedy any situation that was within his power, just as we would want to do whatever we could to ease the hurt or pain that we may have caused someone else.

David also had to live with the consequences of his actions.  Death, grief, family uprisings, pain, and sorrow would follow.  The LORD takes away the guilt and proclaims forgiveness; but the consequences must be lived out in this life.  

We simply thank God that we are permitted to live them out under His cover of grace and be about that which is pleasing to God.  Indeed, the greatest and highest response, good work, and fruit of faith for the Christian is to continue trusting in and hearing, to hear the Good News announced by the called servant of the Word—“The LORD has put your sin away, you shall not die.”  

Strange as it may seem, we Christians should repeatedly ask God to do for us what he did for David… catch us in our sins.  We, too, need to be caught.   Sometimes we are unaware of our sins, but often we’re very aware of the sins we have committed, and, like David, we try to cover them up.  That is very dangerous.  Willful, intentional sin that ignores the warning of our conscience can lead us to hard-heartedness and eventually, loss or rejection of our faith.  

That’s why it’s very important to keep yourself in the places where you can get caught.  Keep yourself in the Word and Sacraments.  Keep yourself in fellowship with other Christians.  Through sermons and liturgies, through Bible study and interaction with other believers, God will send “Nathans” to you who will call you to confession—even when you aren’t expecting it or relishing it.

When caught in your sins, give up quickly and voluntarily, as David did.  Take advantage of the opportunities God gives you to confess your sins and receive absolution.  Confess your sins directly to God in personal prayer.  Then, rejoice in His promises of complete forgiveness.  “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Confess your sins corporately with your fellow Christians at the beginning of the Divine Service.  When the pastor forgives your sins in the stead and by the command of the Lord Jesus Christ, believe the Good News: “The Lord also has put away your sin.”

For sins that particularly trouble your conscience, confess privately and directly to another Christian.  Seek out any trusted Christian brother or sister for this important exercise of the Office of the Keys.  Your pastor, in particular, is called to hear your confession and pronounce forgiveness in Christ’s stead to repentant sinners.  As you do, you have the added assurance that at his ordination, he pledged to never divulge the sins confessed to him.

Why go through such a humbling and painful process voluntarily?  Because we know that the One to whom we turn is the Friend who lovingly hung on the cross, being judged in our place.  We confess our sins to the One whom God made “to be sin” for us; and find that, in Him, we have “become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).    

Rejoice this day for the Lord also has put away your sin.  In Baptism, He has cleansed you and adopted you as His child.  He invites you to feast at His Table and receive His body and blood for your forgiveness and the strengthening of your faith.  Week after week, He calls you to hear His Word of Law that shows you your sin, so that you may repent and receive this Good News: “You are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
