This Week in Sunday School

The key point of today’s Sunday School lesson was that, in our sin, we are lost from God and doomed to die, but God, in His love, sought and found us and keeps us with Him forever. The Bible story was about Jesus seeking the lost as recorded by St. Luke (Luke 15). In your family discussions, talk about how God keeps us through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Word and the Sacraments. In the catechism, review the explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed. How does this fit with the Bible story?
This Week at Trinity Learning Center

This week we talked about Jesus feed the 5,000.  With just two fish and five loaves of bread Jesus was able to feed the huge crowd.  Jesus was leading His disciples to see that He is the Bread of Life.  Everyone who believes in Him has eternal life.  We talked about how Jesus comes to us today with His body and blood in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper.  Through these means of grace our Lord Jesus Christ gives us forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.  

Chapel is at 9:30 a.m. each Monday & Tuesday.  Everyone is invited.

Main Street Living
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Main Street Living’s mission is to produce a quality Christian program, which brings the message of Jesus Christ to homebound individuals.  It is supported entirely by the churches of the area and its viewers.  Please continue to remember this mission in your prayers and in your giving.

Main Street Living may be seen Sundays on KDLT-NBC.   Kid's Crossing airs at 10:00 a.m. and the worship service at 10:30 a.m.  You may also watch this program at www.mainstreetliving.com 

March 21st ~ Kid’s Crossing will look at John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. 

The featured speaker is Rev. Karl Gregory from Bethesda Lutheran Church in Marion, SD and First English Lutheran Church in Parker, SD. The sermon theme is “The Word of Life.” 

Outreach Sentences

4th Sunday in Lent ~ Luke 15:1-3; 11-32:  The father in the Parable of the Lost Son longed with all his heart for the safe return of his son who had squandered all his inheritance.  His brother wished him dead!  May our passion for the lost be like that of the father!

Men’s Bible Study on Hebrews
The Book of Hebrews is one of the most profound books of the New Testament.  If you are looking for solid food instead of baby food, you’ll enjoy the study of this book.  This first-century letter is heavy on theology and is filled with all kinds of practical applications for Christian life today.  But above all, it points us to the Fulfillment of Faith—Jesus Christ—the one who saves us and empowers us to live the new life!

All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and studying this fascinating book of the Bible.

Lutheran Confessions Reading Group
The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements of faith that we use as a basis of what we believe.  Far more than mere historical documents, they are still a definitive statement of what it means to be Christian and Lutheran.  Since we believe that the Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are a summary of the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must be judged.  Our Lutheran Confessions Reading Group meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. to read from the Bible and Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions.  Class members have the opportunity to learn more about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.  Everybody is invited to join us!

Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Lord’s Supper
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As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to explain their beliefs and practices.  Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of the doctrines of the church, they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.”  When confronted with different doctrines, they cannot clearly state their faith, much less understand the differences between denominations.  This is particularly true when it comes to understanding the Lord’s Supper.

Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid opportunities to share what they have learned from Christ and His Word.  This Bible study will identify how Lutherans differ from other Christians in the teaching on the Lord’s Supper in order that we might share our faith and help others understand the scriptural teachings on this wonderful sacrament.
All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. as we study the wonderful gift Christ has given us in His Sacrament of the Altar, the Lord’s Supper.

Divine Service

Hymn of Invocation
#279

“Today, Thy Mercy Calls Us”
The Order of Holy Communion
p. 15-16
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The Introit


The Readings
Back of bulletin

The Nicene Creed
p.22

The Sermon Hymn
#32

“’Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven”

Sermon


The Offering & Prayers


The Service of Communion
p. 24-30

     Visitors: Please refer to the insert entitled 

     “The Confession Declared at Communion” 

The Distribution Hymns


#148 “Lord Jesus Christ, My Light, My Life”

#245 “God Loved the World So that He Gave”

The Collect, Benediction
p. 31

The Closing Hymn
#378

“All that I Was, My Sin, My Guilt”

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran 

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member Orientation classes.  A new class will begin soon.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Moeller as soon as possible. 
Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:
· The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.
· A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another Lutheran congregation.
· Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not been active in their former church.
Fit For Life 
Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?  

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.  

We are beginning another new class in March.  If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller.

Life Quotes from Lutherans for Life
“Either all human life—from unborn children to demented mothers and fathers—is created … and therefore infinitely precious, or humans are nothing but the result of mere chance, indistinguishable morally from a sand flea. The choice society makes will determine whether the most vulnerable among us will be respected and protected … or whether we will ‘put them down’ when they become a burden.” Chuck Colson, author and founder of Prison Fellowship www.lutheransforlife.org.

Life By His Word on Ezekiel

The workman’s trowel slathers mortar across the face of a mud brick.  The trowel clinks and scrapes the excess from the brick’s edges.  Brick by brick, the workman slowly raises the walls of a new home.  When he pauses for a drink, he stares westward, away from the village.  Babylon’s horizon appears as flat as a brick.  He thinks of Judah’s distant hills, the walls of stone his family raised there.  Then he remembers how the walls toppled, the beams burned, and the people fled.  He wonders if they will ever be restored.  

From the plains of Babylon, the priest Ezekiel looked back upon the defeat of Judah and prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple.  He explained to the exiled Judeans that God’s glory had departed from them because they had abandoned Him.  But the Lord also showed Ezekiel a new day when His glory would return and the kingdom would become an everlasting blessing to the nations.  Like all of the prophets and all of Scripture, Ezekiel points to Jesus Christ and the coming of His kingdom through His life, death, resurrection, ascension, and return to judge the living and the dead.

Please join our Life By His Word Bible study each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. as we explore this fascinating Old Testament book.

Vacation Bible School Planning

It is once again that time of year when we begin planning for our Vacation Bible School Program (June 7th – 11th).  VBS is a phenomenal ministry and opportunity to teach many children about their Savior and His great love for us. 

Each year our numbers have grown and we anticipate an even greater number this year. Unless we are able to find enough teachers and other support staff, we will have to limit the number of children that we allow to be in our program. We especially could use someone who would volunteer as director, to help coordinate our plans.

Please prayerfully consider the ways in which you may be able to help us out this year. For more information, please speak with Pastor Moeller.

Readings for Next Sunday
In order to prepare for next week’s worship service you may study the assigned readings for the Fifth Sunday in Lent: 


First Lesson:  Isaiah 43:16-21

Second Lesson:  Philippians 3:4b-14 

Gospel:  Luke 20:9-20

Stewardship Thoughts

2 Corinthians 5:16-21:  If anyone is in Christ he [she] is a new creation.  In Christ we are forgiven for all our failures and equipped to live as new creations who manage all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.  Whether we are managing our time, abilities or money we are to live in a way that honors God and blesses others.

Men’s Club Volleyball Tournament

The 4th Annual Men’s Club Coed Volleyball Tournament will be held on Sunday, March 21st at 1:00 p.m. in the Trinity fellowship hall.  Each team will have six members, including, if possible one person between the ages of 12 and 16 and one person between the ages of 50 and 100.  (A special liability waiver is available for those over 100 who wish to play.)  Everyone is welcome to play.  Teams will be expanded or contracted, or additional teams will be constructed to be certain that everyone who comes to the tournament has an opportunity to play.

The Men’s Club will serve hot dogs and chips.  There is no charge for this event, but a free will offering will be collected for the food.

Family Fun Night

Join us on March 27th, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall for a Family Fun Night!  Everyone is invited.  You can invite your friends and neighbors as well!  We plan to play board games, video games, watch movies, eat and enjoy some fellowship during these cold winter months.  If you have a favorite family movie or game, bring it along to share.  We will have food and juice provided.  Please bring some snacks to share.  We look forward to seeing everyone in our Church family there!

A Longer Look at the Lessons

Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons.  This Bible study based on the lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about each week’s readings and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riches of the weekly lessons while providing an opportunity for thought and personal application.

Find your copy in the blue folder on the bulletin board by the greeter stand.







P:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 


C:  whose sin is covered. 


P:  Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts


      no iniquity, 


C:  and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 


P:  For when I kept silent, 


C:  my bones wasted away through my groaning 


      all day long. 


P:  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 


C:  my strength was dried up as by the heat of 


      summer. 


P:  I acknowledged my sin to you, 


C:  and I did not cover my iniquity; 


P:  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 


C:  and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  


P:  Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to


      you at a time when you may be found; 


C:  surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not 


      reach him. 


P:  You are a hiding place for me; 


C:  you preserve me from trouble; you surround me 


      with shouts of deliverance. 


P:  I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 


      should go; 


C:  I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 


P:  Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 


C:  which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it 


      will not stay near you. 


P:  Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 


C:  but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts


      in the Lord. 


P:  Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, 


C:  and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!








