





Advent 1 ~ Series C ~ December 3, 2006

Equipped to Wait

The text for today is 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13: “Now may our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.  May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.  May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones.”

There are two characters: 1 at lectern, 2 at pulpit.  The drama begins with the characters in place.  2 is obviously doing prepared paperwork.  1 watches for a few seconds, then speaks.
1.
(Somewhat tentatively and curiously) What are you doing there?

2.
(Matter-of-factly) Waiting.

1.
Is that right?

2.
Why, yes. (2 stops what he is doing.) Why do you ask?

1.
No reason, no reason at all. (2 starts his work again.  After watching him for a while, 1 continues.)  It just doesn’t look like that’s what you’re doing.  Waiting, I mean.  You know?

2.
(Still working) No, I don’t know.  What do you mean?

1.
Well, when people are waiting for something, they usually make up frivolous little things to do—you know, just to kill time.  They pace or fidget, twiddle their thumbs or count dots in the ceiling tiles; things like that.

2.
Oh.

1.
But not you.  You’re going about your regular business.

2.
That’s true.

1.
(Pause again) Have you been waiting long?

2.
As long as I can remember.

1.
What in the world are you waiting for?

2.
(Thoughtfully) In a way, I suppose you could say I’m waiting for what everyone would like to be waiting for, whether they quite realize it or not.

1.
Huh?

2.
I’m waiting for the point to come when it all makes sense.  For security, peace, and rest.  You could probably say I’m looking for home.

1.
If home’s what you’re after, I doubt that you’re going to find it here.  This is your place of work.  You’d better go elsewhere.

2.
No, that’s the beautiful part.  I don’t have to find it.  I don’t have to go anywhere.  It’s coming to me.

1.
And you expect that once it comes, life is going to make sense and you’re going to be sitting pretty?

2.
Exactly.  I’ll be blameless and set apart for great things.

1.
All right, what about disease, and famine, and war, and injustice?

2.
What about them?

1.
How do they make sense?  Answer me that!

2.
I’m afraid I couldn’t give you a very satisfying answer to your question now.   Like I said, I’m waiting.

1.
Don’t things like that bother you?

2.
Things like injustice, evil, corruption, and guilt?

1.
Well, yeah!

2.
Sure they do.  But I don’t focus on them.  I focus on the one I’m waiting for.

1.
You’re waiting for someone?

2.
Yes.

1.
(Pause) This isn’t one of those weird things where there’s a guy waiting for somebody who never shows up, is it?

2.
(Stops work) Absolutely not!  He’ll be back.  (Starts work again)  In fact, this might be just the right thing for you!

1.
(Getting uncomfortable) Yeah … right … by the way, what was it that you said you were doing there?

2.
Why, you said it yourself.  This is my usual stuff.

1.
Oh. You’re doing it to take your mind off … off of waiting, eh?

2.
I think we’ve covered this ground before.  No, this is not to take my mind off waiting.  Actually, you could say this is part of my waiting.  And the more I do it, the more I am aware of just what I’m waiting for, and how slowly the time goes.

1.
Well, I thought you’d want to kill time somehow.

2.
Oh, no.  Let’s get this straight.  I’m not killing time.  Time is far too important to kill.

1.
Funny.  Most people who are waiting for something figure that they’d love to be able to take the block of time that stands between them and what they’re expecting, and move it right out of the way.

2.
But they think so at the risk of undervaluing what they are doing right at the moment.  Also, they shouldn’t be so careless about time.  It’s a gift, you know.

1.
I suppose so.  Well, you’re obviously very much into what you’re doing there.

2.
Call it a form of devotion to the one I’m waiting for.  He’s the one who gives me patience and causes me to abound in love.  So I do this work for the people around me.

1.
(Snaps fingers) Oh, I finally get it.

2.
Get what?

1.
Yeah.  It all makes sense now. (Points at 2) You’re waiting for a person who gave you a job to do, and probably told you to do it before he returns.  Now you’re rushing to make sure it’s all done by the time he gets here.  That’s why you keep working away as you wait.  Right?

2.
Not exactly.

1.
Oh, come on.  I’ve figured it out, haven’t I?  You’re not ready for your friend.

2.
(Smiles) I’m ready.

1.
You can’t fool me.  You won’t be ready till you get all that work done.  That’s the thing that’ll make you ready.

2.
Now, look—my readiness has nothing at all to do with how much of this work I get done.

1.
Then why do you keep doing it?

2.
Friend, you’ve got all the shoes on the wrong feet.  I am ready.  That’s a given, because it’s a gift.  In fact, because I’m ready, I keep on doing this.

1.
And you’re sure the one you are waiting for will not be disappointed in you if you don’t have all this stuff done?

2.
I’m sure, all right.  I’m going to be found blameless when He comes.  I already told you.

1.
Well, I’m confused.  You’re doing this work while you wait—but not in order to be ready for your friend.  Nor are you doing it to kill time.  And although the one who’s coming is obviously very important to you, still you keep at this task.

2.
Right.  So?

1.
Well, I would think something would have to go—that maybe on one hand you’d get so expectant as you wait that you’d forget this menial work, or on the other hand that perhaps you’d get so wrapped up in what you’re doing that you’d simply forget about the one who is coming, at least for a while.  Are you sure you’re not running behind on a deadline?

2.
I suppose you could say that.

1.
(Triumphantly) Aha!  I knew it!

2.
But it’s an impossible deadline.  I’ll never finish.  I’ll never do enough, and what I do will never be good enough.

1.
Boy!  What a bummer!  Why don’t you throw in the towel?

2.
Because of the one I’m waiting for.  Because of what He has done for me.  Because of what He has done in me.

1.
Time out.  Tell me: who, exactly, are you waiting for?

2.
I’m waiting for the Lord Jesus Christ to come with all His holy ones.

1.
(Sarcastically) I knew there was something religious about this conversation.

2.
Make all the fun you want.  He’s heard it before.  When He comes, that’s the Day of Judgment for us all.  But He loves even scoffers like you so much that He holds off, even at the risk of your making fun.  He wants all to be saved, and so He wants you to hear His message and believe it before He comes to be your judge.

1.
(Soberly) Well, if what you are saying is true, I can see why you’re scared.

2.
I’m not scared.  Like I told you, I’m ready.  He can come at any time.  I will be blameless before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with His holy ones.

1.
Even though your work isn’t done?

2.
He has done everything that needs to be done to make me blameless.  For you too, by the way.

1.
You think so?

2.
That’s why He came in the first place.  To live perfectly, to obey and fulfill all God’s laws, as our substitute.  No one could charge Him with anything wrong.  Yet when He died, God was punishing Him for our sin.  God His Father blamed Him even though you and I are the guilty ones.  He has silenced our adversary and accuser.  That’s how I know I will be blameless in holiness.

1.
I thought you said He was coming to be our judge.

2.
He is.  For that matter, He is our judge every moment of our lives.  But on account of His living and dying and rising again, His verdict on a guilty sinner like me is “not guilty.”

1.
Do you suppose I could get that kind of a judgment too?

2.
Just trust Him, and you’ve got it!  He already declared it when He rose from the dead.

1.
Great! (Somewhat uncertain)  But what about stuff I might mess up in the future?

2.
You mean your sin?

1.
Right.  Won’t that change His verdict?

2.
When He says you will be blameless, trust Him—you will be!  His blood washes away your sin—past, present, and future.  The work we do here is not to impress Him.  We do it because He has impressed us with His complete forgiveness.  To be sure, that doesn’t give us an excuse to do whatever we want.  But it does give us confidence and peace as we wait.

1.
Oh, yeah. (Pauses)  So now what?

2.
Now we wait.

1.
But I hate to wait!  Waiting is so hard.  I remember waiting for Christmas to come, and waiting until I was old enough to drive, and waiting to get out on my own.

2.
No problem.  Jesus equips us to wait.

1.
Good. (Pause)  How?

2.
First, He gives us faith to trust His forgiveness.  Since He forgives us, we wait confidently because we know we are ready for Him to return, whatever the time.  He keeps on forgiving us, every day!

1. Check. What else does He do to help us wait?

2.
He gives us hope.  Do you remember how happy and excited you were as a kid, waiting for Christmas?  Hope for the future produces joy in the present.  The joy that comes from waiting for His return is deeper and more lasting than any other you can think of, because it grows out of a hope for something much more wonderful even than Christmas.

1.
Check.  What else?

2.
He helps us wait for Him by giving us our abilities, other people, and many opportunities to use our ability to help and serve.

1.
Check.  What else?

2.
(Shrugs) That’s it.

1.
That’s all?

1.
That’s enough.

1.
(Pause; he is obviously thinking hard.) So we end up working while we wait?

2.
Uhhuh.

1.
(Realization dawning on him) But we’re not just killing time.  Time is important.  There’s love to be shown.  There are people dying in sin who need to hear about Christ.  There’s a hurting world waiting for love—His love and our love.

2.
Right again.

1.
And the reason we’re working is not because we are scared of Him and His coming.  He has promised to find His workers blameless in holiness for His own sake.

2.
Umhuuum.

1.
Even though we’re anxiously waiting, we’re not going to forget what our Lord has placed in front of us to do.  Doing it is part of our waiting, isn’t it?

2.
Correct.

1.
But we don’t get so wrapped up in the details of our life and work in this sinful world that we lose sight of what Jesus is bringing to us and what He’s bringing us to.

2. You’ve got it!  Now, you’re equipped to wait.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
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