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Pastor’s Ponderings
“We won, we won!”  

With all the high school and college basketball tournaments going on, those of you who are sports fans have probably this cheer quite a bit lately.  The final seconds tick off the clock.  People stream on to the court, hugging each other, jumping up and down and shouting, “We won, we won!”  

The amazing thing about this in each case is that less than a dozen of them actually suited up and/or played in the game themselves.  Nevertheless, they shouted, “We won!”  They claimed the victory.  How could people who never played in the game claim victory?  They claimed the victory because they were a part of the same school the victorious team came from.  During that game, for better or worse, their basketball team represented the whole school.  Their victory brought honor to the entire student body, parents, teachers, and fans.

In a similar way, we can claim we won even though it was Jesus who won victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil.  We didn’t do anything ourselves—in fact we weren’t even on His side.  Our sin made us His enemies.  But Scripture makes it clear that in Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection—we won!  How?  Through Jesus’ victory.  In going to the cross and rising from the dead Jesus exchanged our sin for His holiness and righteousness.  On the cross He bore the burden for our sins and in turn His merits were credited to us. 

In Romans 6:1-10, St. Paul reminds us that through Holy Baptism we are “buried with Him… in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.  When He won, we won!         

As you celebrate Easter this year, remember that Christ’s victory is your victory too.  Remember that His defeat of sin frees you from sin’s power in your life, now and in eternity.  His victory over Satan assures you of your own victory over the devil.  And His defeat of death by raising Himself from the dead means that He shall raise you and all believers to live with Him in heaven forever.  Jesus’ victory gives us the best reason ever to cheer:  “We won, we won!”  “He is risen!”  “He is risen, indeed!”









God’s richest blessings!









Pastor Moeller

Fullness of Joy—A Sunday Morning Bible Study of the Lutheran Liturgy  

The word liturgy itself is a good conversation starter. Many simply have no idea what a liturgy is.  Others take it for a collective term for everything that is not important in a service.  In other congregations, members doggedly sing the liturgy on a weekly basis.  However, if we are to ask them why, the answer too often is “We’ve always done it this way before.”  

As important as history and tradition is, “We’ve always done it this way before” is not an adequate reason for continuing what we’ve done in the past.  With the liturgy, there is a far better reason.  The liturgy teaches and rejoices in the outstanding truth that our crucified and risen Lord is present with His people in worship—present to serve us with the forgiveness of sins.

In order to learn more about the riches of the liturgy our Sunday morning adult Bible study group (10:30 – 11:30 a.m.) will look at “Fullness of Joy: A Study of the Liturgy of the Church.”  Please plan to join us!    

Places of the Passion: A Lenten Midweek Series 

The scenes of Lent are familiar.  The upper room, the garden of Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius Pilate, and the hills of Golgotha.  These are the places we remember when we meditate on our Lord’s passion.  Yet when Jesus enters a place, He never leaves it as He found it.  The most troubling places of our lives become the most amazing place of God’s grace when Jesus visits.

For this reason, we will revisit the Places of the Passion.  Our focus will not be on the physical locations of our Lord’s passion but on the spiritual wonders of His work: the places where He demonstrate His strength in the midst of our weakness, His timeless love in the midst of our temporal darkness.  Week after week, we will discover settings of devotion and occasions to pause and remember God’s love for a fallen world.

Please plan to join us week.  For your convenience, the High School Youth and the TLC-YES groups will be serving supper each week from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Proceeds will be used to support their projects and attendance at camp and conferences.  The Men’s Club will be serving Easter breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Passion/Palm Sunday:  April 4th @ 9:30 a.m.      

“The Passion:  A Place of Seeking and Saving” (Luke 23:26-49)

Maundy Thursday:  April 8th @ 7:30 p.m.  

“Maundy Thursday:  A Place of Forgiveness” (Luke 22:14-23)

Good Friday:  April 9th @ 7:30 p.m.

         

“Good Friday:  A Place of Praise” (Luke 23:44-56)

Easter Sunday:  April 11th @ 6:30 & 9:30 a.m.    

“Easter Sunday:  A Place of Remembering” (Luke 24:1-12)

Fit For Life In Christ

“Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ.

A new session of this course will begin soon.  If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller soon, letting him know a day and time that would work well for you and/or your friends. 

Stewardship News

"Maturing stewards strive for excellence in all they do!"

This month we will be celebrating Easter--that special day which commemorates our Lord's glorious victory over sin, death and the devil.  On that first Easter morning, the "pain and stain" of death were forever wiped away.  Jesus rose from the grave, never to taste death again, and by His resurrection opened up for us the doors to everlasting life.  Jesus, the Chief Steward, pressed on for excellence in all He did, from living a perfect life under God's holy law to offering Himself as the perfect sacrifice to take away the sins of the world.  On the third day He rose again as God's assurance and guarantee that we who hope in Jesus Christ for salvation will never be disappointed in that hope.

St. Paul reminded the Philippians and us that "Our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body." (Philippians 3:20-21)  
Maturing stewards confess with Christians of all ages that they believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Jesus Christ will one day return in glory and gather us and all His saints around Him and transform us so we will for all eternity praise, worship, honor and serve the only true God in a perfect and excellent way.  In the meantime we live and practice our Christian stewardship in a fallen world.  This world puts all kinds of pressure on us to compromise our Christian practice and witness when it comes to managing our time, skills, money and all the other gifts and resources God has entrusted to us.  But, as St. Paul reminded us, we not only have a citizenship in this world, but we also have a citizenship in heaven.  Because of God's gracious working in us, we are given the power and ability to make a bold and clear witness of the hope within us, remembering at all times that Christian stewardship is everything we do after we say we believe.

It is as true today as it has ever been that maturing stewards strive for excellence in all they do!

World’s Largest Easter Egg Hunt

Trinity Lutheran Church is teaming with FamilyLife and Christians everywhere to promote the World’s Largest Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt where thousands of children around the world will learn of their hope for eternal life in Christ.

The egg hunt will take place at Trinity Lutheran Church on Saturday, April 10, from 1-3 p.m.  Children of all ages will hunt for Easter eggs, win various prizes, play games, and have good things to eat.  Every child is invited to take part in this awesome event.  Please contact Laura at 528-7260 if you have any questions.

Camp Minneboji 2004

Kids in grades 4-9:  Camp Minneboji is coming!  June 20026 is the time.  Camp Okoboji in northwest Iowa is the place.  The camp, now in its 55th year, features Bible study, mission presentations, music, crafts, sports, recreation, and the chance to meet new Christian friends.  This year’s camp theme, “Forever Friends,” is based on Proverbs 17:17a, “A friend loves at all times.”  

The camp registration fee is $200 ($230 for 9th grade “Honors” Campers).  Camp registration books will be sent in mid-March.  Look for them soon!

The YES group has been raising money to help anyone from our congregation who would like to attend.  The registration blanks are on the table as you enter the church sanctuary.

E-Mail Addresses for the Newsletter

The Stewardship Committee has begun to collect e-mail addresses for those would like to receive our monthly newsletter electronically rather than through the mail.  Those who choose this method will be able to receive their newsletter more quickly and save the cost of postage as well.  If you are interest in this option please send your request to pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org
New Worship Schedule

Pastor Moeller has been asked to conduct worship service at the new LCMS Tea Mission.  In order to accommodate this request, worship service will be held at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.  Sunday School and Bible Study will begin at 10:30 a.m. 

We will also offer an additional opportunity to worship each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  This will be an excellent opportunity for those who aren’t able to be with us on Sunday morning, to still attend worship services.  And, since the Wednesday service will be different from Sunday service (similar to Lent and Advent) everyone is encouraged to come to both services whenever they can.  

Holy Communion will continue to be served on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, but also offered at the services on the following Wednesdays.  

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans For Life

“‘God is able’ means we do not have to turn to abortion to solve the problem of a crisis pregnancy . . . ‘But this pregnancy is the result of rape.’ God’s power at work within us is more than we can imagine. He is able. He is able to help women deal with the feelings of shame and to focus their anger on the perpetrator not the baby. It is not true, by the way, that most women who become pregnant through rape choose abortion. The vast majority do not. God is able to get women through this. And just imagine what this baby might be! As one woman who was conceived in rape put it, ‘It doesn’t matter how I began. What matters is who I will become.’” Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb
The Lifelines of Love 

The Couples Club will be getting together for supper on Saturday, April 17th at 6:30 p.m. at the church.  Please contact Penny Eggebraaten (528-7240) to let her know if you are able to attend.  Following the supper, we will continue our study and discussion of the fourth chapter of The Lifelines of Love, a wonderful review of to the fundamentals that form the foundation of a successful Christian marriage.  
All couples of the congregation are invited to join us!  If you haven’t picked up your copy of The Lifelines of Love and your homework assignment, please speak to Pastor Moeller.

Church Council Officers – 2004

President

Don Reichert 

(2005)

526-6225

Vice President

Talis Johnson 

(2005)

528-7260

Elders


John Barber  

(2005)

528-7380




DeWane Carls 

(2006)

526-6195




Dale Snyder  

(2006)

526-6681




Joe Krizan

(2007)

363-3309

Secretary

June Snyder 

(2006)

526-6681

Treasurer

Keith Rueter 

(2005)

528-7249

Financial Secretary
Bert Carls 

(2006)

526-6455

5th Member

Archie Wolfe  

(2006)

361-1558

Trustees

Bryan Kelley 

(2005)

528-3812

Melvin Matthies 
(2006)

331-0454

Louis Thompson 
(2007)

526-3539
Trinity Lutheran Sunday School

Winter 2003-2004 Quarter

Attendance Awards
Faithful attendance:
Stephanie Rueter
Brady Johnson

Tyler Rueter

Thad Johnson

Colin Kelley

Holly Kelley
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