[image: image1.jpg]% .ﬁv\\\ﬂ_h\





August-September 2003

Welcome to Ben & Michelle Matthies


We would like to introduce two of our newest members at Trinity Lutheran Church, Ben and Michelle Matthies.

The Matthies’ have been married for six years and are expecting their first child the first week in August.  They met while performing in a college musical “Two by Two” at Dakota State University.  

The Matthies’ currently reside in Sioux Falls, SD.  Ben is employed at Balance Systems, Inc. as a Network Administrator and Michelle is a Team Lead Analyst for Premier Bankcard, Inc.

Please introduce yourselves and make Ben and Michelle feel welcome! 

How to Become a Member

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member Orientation classes.  A new class will begin soon.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Moeller as soon as possible. 

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:

· The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

· A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another Lutheran congregation.

· Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not been active in their former church.

 “Life Quotes” from

Lutherans For Life

“A hospice worker stated, ‘I have participated in the intensely human drama that surrounds dying.  I’ve witnessed the difficulties, I’ve smelled the odors, I’ve seen the unpleasant liquids which assisted suicide advocates claim make life at the end inherently undignified, horrific, and hence worthy of a death sentence.  Yet, such conditions need not diminish the inherent value of human life.  Dying people remain people, and when properly treated, they usually transcend the limitations of their physical conditions – especially if they know they are cared for and about.’

“Our task is not to see grandma’s suffering as a burden and send her to be with Jesus.  Our task is to carry grandma’s burdens until Jesus sends His angels to her.  One of the easiest and most effective ways to do that is showing by our words and deeds that she is cared for and about.”

Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb  Lutherans For Life (888) 364-LIFE  www.lutheransforlife.org
Main Street Living

Main Street Living is a Christian television series brought to you by the South Dakota District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  It is designed to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to people who may be unable to attend church on Sunday mornings.

The program consists of two parts.  Part one features the program “On Main Street” with Dr. Dale Meyer, produced by Lutheran Hour Ministries. Part two features a worship service led by a variety of pastors from local churches in South Dakota.  

The program may be seen each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. on KDLT-NBC or at 11:00 a.m. on KAUN-PAX.  It is supported by contributions from individuals and area LC-MS churches.

Pastors’ Ponderings

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

﻿
A stranger to New York City took a cab from the airport to his hotel.  Not being acquainted with customs in the Big Apple, he asked the cabby, "What is the average tip?"  The driver said, "Twenty dollars."  After the man paid the fare and the tip, the cabby said, "Thank you sir.  You are the first one today to come up to the average."

That story reminds me that too many people, in almost all areas of life, want to do or be the average.  They think that is commendable because, while they may not be doing the maximum, at least they are not doing the minimum.  And if everyone did “the average” that would assure that everything would get done.  Put that way, “average” almost sounds commendable.  The truth is, however, that those people have chosen the "average" as their minimum and then strive to do their minimum.  .  

Willing to accept mediocrity, such people often end up unhappy, cautious, suspicious, and without much thought or feeling about what they are doing.  There is no joy in minimum performance, or for that matter, mediocre performance, if you know you could do better.  

I don't like to raise a mediocre garden, or lead a mediocre Bible study, or preach a mediocre sermon.  I do of course, but when I'm giving it the max, how I enjoy it!  Maybe that is a hint to the one way you and I can tell if we are living to the max.  Maximum joy comes only from maximum performance.  Only minimum joy comes from minimum performance. 

The biblical faith, however, challenges believers to live life beyond the mediocre or the minimum.  It challenges us to live life to the maximum, “to the max.”  In his second letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul encouraged those Christians in the matter of collecting money for the saints in Jerusalem.  He says, "Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness, and in your love for us—see that you excel in this grace also" (2 Corinthians 8:7).  

Twice Paul uses a word that is translated "excel."  He offers no minimums and suggests no average.  While he does suggest that they put a proportion aside each week, he doesn't give them a percentage figure.  He says, "Excel!"  

Paul knew these people.  They had their problems—party spirit, immorality, first a too-lax attitude then too strict and unforgiving—but they were God's people, being molded by the Holy Spirit.  In his first letter he had told them, "I will show you a more excellent way."  He did too!  He wrote his famous chapter on love—one of the most magnificent chapters in the Bible—recognized as one of the finest pieces of literature ever written.

According to what he says here, they had picked up on it.  They were excelling in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in earnestness, and in love!  Now Paul urged them to excel in their giving as well.  Paul wanted their whole lives to reflect God’s grace and love.  They weren’t to give simply because there was a great need in the sister church at Jerusalem.  Paul invited them to give so that their Christian love would poor forth as evidence of a faith that was real.

That’s what happens when you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God's Spirit enables and empowers you to live to the max!  His love and grace of God pours over you like a tidal wave and spills out on those around you.  .  

Jesus gave way beyond the max for me and for you.  He lived to the max...a perfect life.  He accepted our total punishment and died a humiliating and excruciating death in our place.  He picked His life up again in glorious resurrection.  He keeps pouring the Good News into us until it has to get out.  Led by His grace, we can’t help but seek to excel in all He gives us the privilege to do in the work of His kingdom!









God’s richest blessings!









Pastor Moeller
Christian Stewardship

"God's stewards are in the world, but not of the world" is the fifth of eight Biblical Stewardship Principles. This principle proclaims the truth that God's stewards recognize the Lord sets them apart from the world and by the transforming power of the Gospel sends them into the world to live out the Gospel.

The Greek word for church is "ekklesia" from which our word ecclesiastical (having to do with church) comes.  The word "ekklesia" literally means, "that which is called out."  That's who we are as the people of God; we are called out of the world to live in a new and different way and, in so doing, help to turn the world downside up.  St. Paul wrote in Romans 12:2:  "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will."

Maturing stewards recognize that even as Jesus was not of this world and yet did his greatest work in this world, they too are not of this world, but are called and challenged to do their best work in this world.  We follow in their company, managing all of life and life's resources for God's purposes.  Equipped and energized by the grace and power of God, we give evidence of being God's stewards in every aspect and activity of life.  Our witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ is bold and winsome, our words and deeds are helpful and encouraging, and our giving of time, talent and financial resources is generous and spontaneous.

Maturing stewards gather together regularly in worship, Bible study and Christian fellowship as God's "called out ones" to be equipped, strengthened and encouraged to go out into their homes, neighborhoods, schools and workplaces and demonstrate what it means to "be in the world, but not of the world."

Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ

The Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ will be coming to Trinity on October 3rd-5th.  They will be making evangelism calls in our area, visiting a local nursing home, and sharing their ministry of music, skits, and puppets.

We will need places for about thirty of them to stay for two nights.  If you are willing to host some of these fine young men and women, please contact Pastor Moeller. 

Special Voters’ Meeting

Thank you to everyone who returned their commitment forms to the Future Facilities Committee.  After totaling the commitments, the committee determined we have 98% of the $15,474 needed annually to pay off an $180,000 debt.  We are now looking at a smaller building project.  

The FFC recommended to the voters that we proceed with a $260,000 project pending voter approval at a Special Voters Meeting, August 24 at 7:00 p.m.  Please mark this date on your calendar.  If you haven’t returned your form, you may do so at any time.

125th Anniversary Committee

A committee is being formed to start planning for Trinity’s 125th anniversary.  We are still looking for people who are interested in helping.  If you would like to participate contact Ray Matthies or Pastor Moeller.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m.

New Film in Theaters This Fall

After nearly four years of work, the motion picture “Luther” will be released in more than 300 theaters across the U.S. on September 26th.  “Luther” is presented as an epic story.  It will have all the majestic pageantry, suspense-filled drama, musical score, and historical spectacle that people expect on the big screen.  

Dennis Clauss, co-executive producer of the film and Thrivent’s church and community project leader said, “The movie captures with historical integrity the magnitude of Martin Luther’s life, helping viewers understand his significance to the Lutheran faith and to world history.”

Reaction to the movie from focus groups has been extremely positive.  If these reactions hold, this movie will have a Christian message that succeeds with mass-market audiences.

Starring Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love, Enemy at the Gates) as Martin Luther, Alfred Molina (Frida, Chocolat) as John Tetzel, Claire Cox (Splinters, The Leading Man) as Katharina von Bora, and two-time Academy Award winner Sir Peter Ustinov as Luther’s protector, Frederick the Wise, this movie should prove memorable.

If you are interested in seeing a theatrical trailer for this exciting project, you can visit the film’s official Web site: www.lutherthemovie.com
Attention Lutheran Singles

You are invited to join in fellowship with other Christian singles at Memorial Lutheran Church.  This group hosts one Bible study topic per month.  There are two options for Bible study—the 2nd Friday or the following Sunday of each month at Memorial Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m.

Please call and ask for a full schedule of the other monthly social events, including: potluck dinners, movies, mini-golf, day trips, ice cream socials, bowling, fine dining, board game nights, hog roasts, video nights, picnics, concerts, sporting events, and pizza buffets.

All single adults are invited to the Fall Kick-off Event, a full day bus trip to Omaha on Saturday, September 6th.  Call Memorial Lutheran for details at 334-7133.

The Puppet Place

For 30+ years the Puppet Place has been housed in a small building on the State Fairgrounds at Huron.  It is a mission outreach sponsored by the LWML and LLL.  The puppets act out a Bible story and always end telling the audience that we are saved by faith in Jesus.  

This year, the Christmas story, seen through the eyes of the animals, was portrayed by very cute puppets.  The puppets are the product of Pastor Robert Utecht, formerly of Dimock and now carried on by his son, Rev. Andrew Utecht, missionary to the Rosebud Indian Reservation.

Connie Geide worked at the Puppet Place on July 31st.  Earle accompanied her to the fair.

Trinity Lutheran Church Web Site

Have you ever wished for a way to publicize your group or committee’s activities to a larger audience?  Have you ever wanted more information about an event that is coming up?  Or perhaps you wished you had a resource to turn to tell your friends, family, or neighbor about all the good things that are happening here at Trinity.  We have good news!

We are pleased to announce that our new web site in online and ready for public viewing.  We’ve included pages for our various committees and groups, weekly bulletins, written copies of Pastor Moeller’s sermons, and many other resources.  Please tell your friends about it and check the site out at www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org   

Bike for Life

Pastor Nabil Nour has extended an invitation to all pastors and youth in the SD District to participate in the Bike for Life event to be held on Saturday, September 20th.   Proceeds from the event support the work of Lutherans For Life.

Pastor Nour will bike from Armour to Sioux Falls.  Participants bike whatever distance they can, (wherever they can) and are welcome to join Pastor Nour at the District Office for the final leg of the journey to the Alpha Center on Saturday afternoon.  

For more information you can contact Pastor Nour at redeemerarmour@unitelsd.com or call him at (605) 724-2489.

Lifelight Bible Study

Once again, we will resume our Lifelight Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  The study will meet in people’s homes and provides a perfect midweek break.  The first meeting will be held on September 3rd at the parsonage.

This year, we will continue our “Lifelight” study of the Gospel of John.  Anyone who is interested is welcome to join us.  Please let Pastor Moeller know as soon as possible so he can order enough materials.

Confirmation Meeting

There will be a meeting for all 5th-8th grade students and their parents who will be attending confirmation classes this year on Wednesday, September 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  Please plan on attending.

College Students

The South Dakota District has campus ministry programs in most of the colleges and universities in the state.  If you have a son or daughter attending college this year, please let Pastor Moeller know their address and telephone number so they can be contacted.

Sunday School Open House

The new session of Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 7th.  To celebrate this, the Sunday School will be hosting an open house from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m.  All parents, members, and guests are invited.  Refreshments will be served.  This is an opportunity to visit your child’s class and the library—feel free to stay as long as you like.

Monday Evening Bible Study

On Monday evenings, from 7:00-8:00 p.m., we will meet to study various Bible lessons based upon the “Our Life in Christ” series.  
Those teaching Sunday School will find this study helpful in their preparation for teaching, as we carefully examine the coming week’s lesson.  But everyone else is invited to attend as well.  Please consider taking part of this opportunity to grow in your Christian faith.  

Christian Education Committee

The Christian Education Committee is looking for anybody who is interested in helping teach Sunday School for the coming year.  We will have a number of team teaching positions open and are looking for substitute teachers, too.  

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Laura Johnson at 528-7260.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 19th at 7:00 p.m.

Cleaners, Greeters, & Ushers

Aug. 24
Cleaners:  Jeff & Carla Kalb, Ken & Robin Kleba


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Jeff  & Carla Kalb








10:30 a.m.
Ken & Robin Kleba


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Orrin Geide




10:30 a.m.
Denny Plagman

Aug. 31
Cleaners:  John & Carlene Barber, Carroll & Clarice Wixon


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Carroll & Clarice Wixon








10:30 a.m.
Kim Carls, Darlene Kueter


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Harvey Rehfeldt




10:30 a.m.
Kerry Loundenslager

Sep. 7
Cleaners:  Keith & Sherry Rueter, David & Kim Jorgenson


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
David & Kim Jorgenson








10:30 a.m.
Keith & Sherry Rueter


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Tim Totton




10:30 a.m.
Steve Roberts

Sep. 14
Cleaners:  Myron & Paula Semrau, Doreen & Kerry Loudenslager


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Doreen & Kerry Loudenslager





10:30 a.m.
Myron & Paula Semrau


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Lance Wollmann




10:30 a.m.
Dale Snyder

Sep. 21
Cleaners: Dwane & Audrey Matthies, Randy Matthies  


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
David & Faye Gilderhus 








10:30 a.m.
Dwane & Audrey Matthies


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Joe Krizan




10:30 a.m.
Bryan Kelley

Sep. 28
Cleaners:  Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff, Melvin Letsche 


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff





10:30 a.m.
Melvin Letsche, Ruth Arends


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Talis Johnson




10:30 a.m.
Denny Plagman
Trinity Lutheran Church


46448 263rd St.    Hartford, SD 57033


Pastor Robert E. Moeller, Jr.
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