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August 2005 
Pastor�s Ponderings 
 

Dear Christian friends, 
 

Recently, I read a translation of an article written by Bo Giertz, entitled �How the Seelsorger Cares for 
His Own Soul.�  Seelsorger  is a German word that comes from a combination of the words, seel or 
�soul� and sorgen, a verb that�s root meaning is �to be fearful or apprehensive.�  When this verb is 
applied to relationships with people, and the pastoral office in particular, it means something like, �to be 
so concerned about another person�s spiritual welfare that you are afraid for him.�  A Seelsorger is 
entrusted with the responsibility for the care of souls. 
 

The article reminded me that because of this high level of responsibility for the souls of others, a pastor 
has a particular responsibility for his own soul.  If he fails in his duties, it affects many.  If the shepherd is 
struck, the flock will scatter.  Therefore I must continually pray with the psalmist, �May those who hope 
in you, not be disgraced because of me, O Lord, the Lord Almighty� (Psalm 69:6). 
 

Unfortunately, as you are well aware, pastors are men with the very same sinful inheritance and all the 
temptations with which other humans are afflicted: the same sexuality, the same inclination for self-
assertion, the same desire to dodge responsibility, and the same cowardice before opposition.  As Giertz 
writes: �A true pastor knows more than well that he is only a man.  If he has an objection to this 
characterization, it is more like that he is not just a man, but an unusually great sinner.� 
 

Giertz goes on to list seven points in which the pastor/Seelsorger should examine himself and compare 
the points in which he is like all other fallen sinners.  Just as I�ve found I must first preach each sermon to 
myself before I can preach it to you, I�d like to share some of my thoughts according to a few of those 
points with the hope that you will do the same yourself.  You might try inserting your own particular 
vocation or present calling in life in place of the word �Seelsorger� (For example: �Even a Father Has an 
Old Adam� or �Even a Bricklayer Needs God�s Word�). 
 

1. Even the Seelsorger Has An Old Adam. 
 

Just as the old Adam does not die in Baptism, so he survives ordination also.  The old Adam can be a 
difficult troublemaker.  During meetings, he may try to dominate.  Between brothers in the ministry he 
wakes envy and feud.  He schemes with every choice and doesn�t forget grudges easily.  A pastor must 
constantly examine his own motives and the influence of his old, sinful nature.  When he meets 
opposition, he must recognize his wrath is not always holy.  He must test his zeal to see if he isn�t hiding 
thirst for power or desire for vengeance in it.  Pride can cause him to attend to everything himself�
laziness may lead him to delegate everything to others.  Yes, even the pastor has an old Adam.  It must 
either be crucified daily or it will come to rule.  
 

2. Even the Seelsorger Needs God�s Word. 
 

It is very easy for a pastor to look at all the time that he spends preparing for sermons and Bible studies 
and ignore his own need for daily personal devotions.  It�s so easy, even when reading the Bible 
diligently, to simply apply the Word to others rather than personally.  A pastor can find all sorts of good 
conversation starters, practical illustrations for next Sunday�s service, valuable, new ideas for sermons on 
old, well-known texts, but never experience the sting in the heart that causes one to seek the forgiveness 
of sins.  Ultimately, such an approach may be fatal for the proclamation in the end.  The Word is not only 
able to save, but also to harden and make stubborn.  If one constantly hears it again and again and yet 
does not give it room in his heart, letting it both judge and give grace, then it makes the heart harder. 
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4.  Even a Seelsorger Needs the Support of an External Order. 
 

A pastor can easily start thinking he has so much to do with God�s Word and so many reasons to pray that 
he does not need to take his own personal devotions seriously.  This is a very dangerous temptation.  I�ve 
found that I need to have very scheduled and well-ordered time for prayer and reading of God�s Word or 
the daily worries and obligations soon crowd them out.  It�s much to easy to start thinking about next 
Sunday�s sermon or the letter I must write or the telephone conversation I just had rather than taking time 
to be alone with the Lord unless I have routine planned ahead.   
 

7. Even a Seelsorger Has a Merciful Savior, Who Never Fails to Forgive.   

This is the most important thing each of us needs to be reminded of.  It is dangerous for a pastor to forget 
that he needs forgiveness.  It is even more dangerous for him to forget that he can receive forgiveness and 
that he has it on account of Jesus.  Serious and diligent pastors know very well that much has been 
entrusted to them and that much will be demanded of them.  No one is able to stand up to these high 
expectations all the time.  Each of us will fail, far more than we would like, much more than we care to 
admit, and more often than we will ever realize.  I certainly do.   
 

But even a Seelsorger has a merciful Savior who is not finished forgiving.  Each of us may always begin 
again each and every new day, even though we will never reach perfect and can never quit praying for 
forgiveness.  My work in the church will always be imperfect and full of shortages, but I can still do it 
with joy, because God�s grace and forgiveness overshadow it, because God�s word of absolution 
continues to cleanse and renew each day. 
 

These are some of the things that I think about as I examine my own life and vocation(s).  I hope that you 
will find them of some use for your own life and vocations because, in a sense, you are a seelsorger, too.  
Each of you is responsible for the care of the souls under your influence�spouses, children, and other 
family members, friends, neighbors, and your brothers and sisters in Christ, but especially your own 
souls.   Therefore, each of us needs to be consistently sustained and fed by God�s holy Word in order that 
we may grow to better serve our Lord and neighbor.  Each of us needs to rely on that Word for daily 
guidance and strength.  Please keep me in your prayers each day as I continue to do the same for each of 
you and the work God has given us to do here at Trinity. 
        God�s blessings in Jesus Christ! 
        ���������	

	�   
        
Are You Training? 
Training?  Training for what?  The �Bike for Life� that�s what!  Join Pastor Nabil 
Nour and friends (including Pastor Moeller, Adel & Amy Valdes), who are 
thankful for the gift of life, as they bike from Armour, SD to the Alpha Center in 
Sioux Falls, SD on Saturday, September 24, 2005, to help raise funds for the 
ongoing ultrasound ministry at this crisis pregnancy center.   
 

Participating in the ride is only one way you can help.  You can pray for the 
project, help raise funds, donate funds, donate food for the riders, drive in the 
caravan, or be there to cheer the riders on.  You can also ride in your own area.  Just get involved 
somehow and see how God will bless you and your efforts to support God�s precious gift of LIFE. 
 
LFL of SD Annual Conference 
�Yet, O Lord, You are our Father.  We are the clay, You are the potter; we are the work of Your hand 
(Isaiah 64:8).  This is the verse that serves as the basis for the 2005 South Dakota Life Conference theme, 
�Work of His Hands.�   
 

Lutherans For Life of South Dakota invites everyone to attend this annual conference to be held 
September 16 and 17, 2005 at Zion Lutheran Church of Sioux Falls, SD.  Dr. James Lamb, National 
Director of Lutherans For Life, will be the conference speaker.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
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Prayer Link 
Do you have email?  If you answered yes, we need you as part of Trinity�s Prayer Link.  Members are 
linked in for prayer, but more links are needed.  All you need to do is read the email sent to you regarding 
a need for our prayers and then PRAY.  You do not need to forward email or contact anyone.  Everyone 
receives the same information at the same time.  If you think you can be part of this small service to your 
congregation, send your email address to Pat Reichert, mmreichert@msn.com and you will be included in 
the next Prayer Link.   
 

God wants us to come to Him in prayer.  He listens to our desires, our thanks and our praise.  Please join 
the Prayer Link and add your prayers. 
 
Stewardship Thoughts 
 

"Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do." 
 

Many people refer to the days of August as the "dog days of summer."  Temperatures in August in most 
parts of our country can be pretty uncomfortable.  But what may seem like a curse to some is actually a 
blessing to others.  In the corn growing regions of our country farmers welcome the heat.  Many claim 
that on a hot summer night you can actually hear the corn grow. 
 

Heat and cold, like summer and winter, remind us that we are easily dissatisfied with things as they are 
right now.  We have a chronic longing for something better.  And, chances are very good that when we 
get what we are longing for, it's still not enough. 
 

St. Paul learned the secret of contentment and shared it with Christians of all ages in Philippians 4:11b-
13:  "I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength."  St. Paul could have added being content regardless of the season of the year. 
 

Maturing stewards, like St. Paul, learn to be content with what the Lord provides, trusting that he will 
provide for our needs, but not necessarily for our greeds.  Maturing stewards learn the difference between 
needs and greeds and receive blessings from the hands of a good and gracious God with thanksgiving and 
then use them in ways that honor him and benefit others. 
 

So, thank God for August and the blessings it brings.  Each day and each month God's blessings are new.  
We join the hymn writer in praising God with these words:  "Every morning mercies new fall as fresh as 
morning dew; Every morning let us pay tribute with the early day; for Thy mercies, Lord, are sure, Thy 
compassion doth endure."  (TLH, 537, verse 1) 
 

When it comes to receiving God's abundant gifts with thanksgiving, maturing stewards do the right 
things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do! 
 
West Minnehaha County Chapter of Thrivent Youth Night 
 

Who:  youth from 6th-12th grades 
What:  an evening of food, fun, and games 
Where:  Thunder Road, 8th & Kiwanis, Sioux Falls 
When:   August 17th, 10:00 p.m. � midnight  
Cost:  $5.00 � includes admission, all games, go-carts, pop, and pizza 
 

Bring a friend and come for a night of fun! 
 

Please speak to Pastor Moeller, Michelle or Louis Thompson, Bryan 
Kelley, or Archie Wolfe if you are interested in attending.  We need to 
provide one chaperone for every 5-6 kids. 
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LLL Convention and Witnessing/Outreach Conference 
The 59th South Dakota District LLL Convention and Witnessing/Outreach Conference will be held at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 601 N. Cliff Ave., in Sioux Falls, on Friday and Saturday, September 9th and 10th. 
The program schedule includes: 
 Friday, September 9 �  Registration � 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
               Don Wharton Concert, Trinity/Hope Fundraiser @ Memorial � 7:00 p.m. 
 Saturday, September 10 � Essential business � 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
       Break out sessions on Witnessing/Outreach theme 
       Program/Banquet � Tara Molder, LHM � 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 

Break-out session leaders include: 
 

Rev. Vernon Schindler � �In Touch.�  Drawing on his personal experience as a missionary to Ghana, 
West Africa from 1967-1978, Rev. Schindler will demonstrate how the Gospel touches the lives of many 
in Africa and in the United States. 
 

Tara Molder � �Equipping to Share � Lutheran Hour Ministries.�  If you fee tongue-tied and a little 
fearful when it comes to sharing your faith with others, you�re not alone.  We want to help you be ready 
for those �mission moments,� those times when God uses you to share the Gospel.  Bible-based and 
interactive, this workshop draws on current research to provide timely, practical ways to recognize and 
engage the lost with the Gospel. 
 

Dick Jostes � �Orphan Grain Train � Creating Opportunities to Witness.�  Acts of Christian service may 
put us into situations where we have opportunity to �give account for the hope that lies within us.�  What 
kinds of witness can we give when those moments happen? 
 

Rev. Nabil Nour � �Reaching Out to Others in the Name of Christ.�  In this session we investigate how 
we, in a post-modern era, may share the Gospel with the world and enjoy the blessings of being an 
ambassador or Jesus Christ.  We�ll seek answers to the questions; �How can I as a Christian share the 
greatest story with a Biblical illiterate society?� and �How do I begin a dialogue with someone who is not 
interested in Christianity?� 
 

Rev. Kirk Douglas � �Rural Outreach and Missions.�  This session will examine how we, as rural 
congregations, can be active in reaching out within our communities and equipping people to be a witness 
of the Gospel in their day-to-day life. 
 

John Hall/Jim Nord � �Feeding Children in Haiti � Trinity/Hope Ministry.�  The children of Haiti are 
poor and malnourished.  Their lives are filled with fear, uncertainty, and darkness.  They often have no 
hope.  A small, but growing, number of children are blessed because Christians in the United States arew 
willing to share the love of Christ with them in a daily bowl of beans and rice. 
 

Rev. Ken Grienke � LCMS Regional Director for Africa � �Gossiping the Good News.�  During the 
session, we�ll examine some of the ways the Lutheran Church in West Africa has grown dramatically in 
recent years and the implications that it has for our sharing the Gospel.  Since the international mission 
field has literally moved to our doorstep, what does this mean to our evangelism efforts? 
 
Fit for Life 

Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  
If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God 
still speak to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?  If these are 
questions that you have asked, please plan to attend �Fit For Life in Christ,� an exciting 
course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways.  
It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone 
who wants to know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  We 
are beginning a new class soon.  If you are interested in participating, please speak with 

Pastor Moeller, about a time that would work well for you and/or your friends. 
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Needs for VBS 
• Sturdy cardboard paper tubes (posters, mailing) 
• Empty thread spools 
• Milk jug lids 
• Large empty cereal boxes 
• Large brown paper grocery bags 
• Stuffed animals to be used for decorations (lions, elephants, rhinoceroses, giraffes, and zebras 
• Large coolers to use for holding lunches during the week of VBS (electric would be awesome) 
• Prayers (that God would bring many eager students and provide skilled teachers 
 

Sermon Audio Tapes 
The Trinity Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee has audiotapes of each Sunday sermon available.  
These are great for use by the homebound, shut-in, nursing home residents, or to give to your unchurched 
neighbor or family member.  If you or someone you know would like to receive these tapes on a weekly 
basis, please contact Brenda Erikson (363-3444) or Connie Geide (526-3840).   
 

 
Life Ministries 

I can hardly believe that August is right around the corner!  It has been a busy summer and it�s 
great to see the progress that is being made on the addition.  Soon there will be singing, bible studies, 
children playing in the building, in a sense the building will �come to life.�   Through the efforts of Christ 
and the congregation, you could almost say a new �life� will be emerging at Trinity Lutheran.  Having 
said this, it is important for us to remember who truly gives the gift of life.  It is through Christ himself 
that we have life and it is our duty to respect the sanctity of human life.  Our new building will say �come 
and listen and learn about true life.�  We are the living who need to testify to the rights of the unborn, 
those facing end of life issues, and abstinence. Christ needs us to be his �building� to tell about life. 

There are many �buildings� being used to tell about the gift of life and I know that many of you 
have heard about the LIFE Quest adventure race.  What you may not know is that $1,250 has been 
donated towards the Alpha Center�s ultrasound machine.  The race director�s were especially excited 
about this as many other directors had said that �if you break even your first year it will be a miracle.�  
Well I don�t believe it was a miracle.  It was truly God�s will and the desire to tell about the gift of life 
that made this donation truly possible.   

Special thank you to the individuals who donated diapers for the derby.  A total of 392 diapers 
were collected and given to the Alpha Center.  These diapers will be used for mothers and babies in need.  
God has used you as a �building� for life. 

The month of August makes me think of county fairs.  If you plan on attending the Turner County 
Fair in Parker, please stop by and visit the folks at the Lutheran�s for Life booth.   They are very friendly 
and they have some pretty interesting reading material.   

Another �building� being used is the Bike for Life.  This event will be taking place September 
24th.  This is a 100 mile bike ride from Armour to Sioux Falls.  However I have heard there will be riders 
starting in Yankton and meeting up with Pastor Nour at the Highway 81 and 44 intersection for lunch.  
Having ridden in this event myself, it seems that the weather is hardly ever on our side.  It just goes to 
prove that what we are fighting for is not easy.  However during the ride you can truly feel the presence of 
God.  What a great testament it is when a group of riders ride into town and people see what has been 
accomplished.  More details to come later. 

      Life Ministry�s 
      Amy Valdes 
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