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August 2008

Dear Christian friends,

During the past few months, I have written to you about some of the wonderful gifts
that God has given to His church: Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, confession and
absolution, the liturgy, and Christ-centered hymns and music. Through each of these
God brings us His Gospel of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. This month I
would like to speak of another wonderful gift of God: the Office of the Holy
Ministry.

Sadly, this gift is often misunderstood and abused. But this is nothing new. Early
Reformers faced some of the same questions about this office that we face today and addressed it
extensively. Because the nature of the Office of the Holy Ministry was a point of contention between
Lutherans and the papacy, the Augsburg Confession and its Apology have much to say concerning it.
Unlike the radical reformers who made every Christian a minister, the Lutherans retained the Office of
the Holy Ministry as God’s institution, but they did not elevate the pastor as office holder above that of
any baptized Christ. Every Christian is a priest to God within the priesthood of Jesus Christ, and certain
baptized priests are called and ordained to be pastors. Furthermore, the Lutheran doctrine of two
kingdoms restricted pastoral authority to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments. Temporal
authority is outside the scope of the Office of the Holy Ministry.

In Article V, the institution and function of the ministry is summed up:

So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering
the Sacraments was instituted. Through the Word and Sacraments, as through
instruments, the Holy Spirit is given [John 20:22]. He works faith, when and where it
pleases God [John 3:8], in those who hear the good news that God justifies those who
believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake. This happens not through our
own merits, but for Christ’s sake.

In much the same way that Christ uses common, ordinary elements like water, bread, wine, and
the spoken word to bestow His precious gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation to us poor,
miserable sinners, our Lord prepares and calls a few common, ordinary men to preach His Word
and administer His Sacraments. While no one should presume to take this office by his own
authority, our Good Shepherd—through the Church—qualifies, equips, and calls, commands, and
ordains some men to stand in His place as undershepherds, who bestow His bountiful spiritual
gifts to the flock that He has gathered. In fact, the word pastor comes for the Latin word
pastores, which means “shepherd.”

St. Peter writes in his first epistle: “To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of
Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock
that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God
wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory
that will never fade away” (1 Peter 5:1-4, NIV).

The authority of the pastoral office is not a blanket authority to do anything and everything in the Church
but to oversee the life of the congregation, to preach, teach, administer the Sacraments, warn, rebuke, and
restore. Unfortunately, in today’s American culture, pastors are often expected to be much more (or



less?) than undershepherds and overseers of God’s people. Pastors are no longer given the luxury of
simply being clay vessels for the distribution of the mysteries of God. Instead, they are expected to be
CEO’s, vision casters, counselors, hand holders, motivators, or inspirers. Pastors are not seen as just
there to “forgive you in the place and by the command of Jesus Christ.” Instead, they are expected to
“equip, train, and encourage”’; and their “effectiveness” is measured accordingly. Pastors are encouraged
to incorporate the latest secular marketing techniques and shape their message to be “relevant” to today’s
society. These other tasks and activities generally end up diluting the effectiveness of the office.

God’s Word and Sacraments are the only tools that He has given to pastors. These are the same tools that
the Holy Spirit uses to declare us righteous in Christ: the proclamation of Christ, Baptism, Holy
Communion, and Absolution. These are the “marks of the church,” which indicate where the church is
identified. These are the “means of grace,” the vehicle through which the church is created and sustained.
In fact, it is not wrong to refer to the Word and Sacraments as “the office of the ministry,” the way in
which the church is served. Pastors serve the church by giving her the Word and Sacraments.

Applying the Word and Sacraments is the whole job of pastors. They are not to do this plus other things.
Pastors are to do only this: preach and administer Sacraments. It’s the easiest job description in the
world, though in many ways it may be the toughest job. Pastors may spend hours studying the Word of
God and doing things that prepare themselves to preach. They may spend hours with their people simply
being friendly, knowing that such kindness will result in people coming to church more faithfully. But
the job of the pastor is to preach Christ crucified and administer the Sacraments—for it alone is in this
way God makes disciples.

In writing this, I hope that it does not come off as self-serving. That is certainly not my intent. I
certainly don’t want this to be taken in any way that would suggest that there is any problem here
at Trinity. I could not ask for a congregation to show greater support for the office of holy
ministry or me personally as your pastor; and for this I thank you. I only say this because, like all
good gifts of God that come so plentifully, we could easily take this blessing for granted and
forget the benefits that come to us through the Office of the Holy Ministry. God has blessed this
congregation with many faithful pastors in the past, and God willing, there will be many others
who follow me in the years to come.

I encourage you support all pastors and the office to which they have been called. Receive your
pastor as a servant of Jesus Christ. Give him the honor and love and obedience as the Word of
God prescribes. Aid him by your word and deed, and support him with your diligent, faithful
assistance and prayers. Provide for the proper maintenance of the bodily needs of him and his
family. But most of all, make faithful and regular use of the means of grace, that God’s enabling
power may have free course among you to the end that you may carry out your God-given
ministry to the glory of God and for the welfare of all.

In Christ!

Paster Meeller

Remember to Call

Remember to give your church & pastor a call if you are:
going to the hospital

facing challenges

in need of prayer

having a baby

Mission Statement

Trinity Lutheran Church exists to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation in
preaching, teaching, Baptism, and the Sacrament of the Altar, so that enlivened by the Holy Spirit through
these means of grace we may give praise to Him, love and serve our neighbor, and spread the Good News
of Christ Crucified into all the world.



Priesthood and Ministry
“So, what’s the deal? You Lutherans say that every Christian is a priest to God, but you

Hﬁ%“ﬁ?lwg'%ﬂu have ministers dressed up in fancy robes who speak on behalf of God.”

“That’s true. Our pastors speak in the stead and by the command of Jesus Christ.”
“But doesn’t every Christian do that? I just don’t get it.”

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to
explain their beliefs and practices. The Lutheran Difference Bible study series helps
identify how Lutherans differ from other Christians and show from the Bible why
Lutherans differ.

Our Sunday morning Bible study is exploring the biblical teaching of the priesthood of all believers and
the office of the Holy Ministry. We will look at the distinction between these two wonderful gifts that
God has given to the church the unique, but corresponding roles that He gives to both pastor and people
in His plan to bring salvation to the world through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

All adults and high school students are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

Stewardship Thoughts: “The Dog Days of August”

Major league baseball players sometimes refer to August as the “dog days of summer.” August does
seem to be one of those months that you simply want to get through. In the wheat growing regions of our
country from Texas up to Canada the crops have been harvested and the fields are bare except for stubble
and straw. The days are hot and dry accompanied with winds. It’s enough to make people long for
September when things start all over again. “If we can just get through August then things will get back
to normal.”

Living and working as God’s stewards can sometimes feel like the “dog days of August.” Managing all
of life and life’s resources seems like a never-ending job. And it is because we are stewards from birth to
death. We are tempted to think of ourselves as owners rather than stewards or managers. But God is the
true Owner of all things and He has entrusted to us a portion of that which belongs to Him with the
expectation that we will manage those gifts wisely for His purposes. That can seem like chasing the
wind—always managing and never owning. But for us as God’s children and stewards it is not so much
an obligation as it is a privilege.

In life we normally want to get ahead and in that process may sacrifice our health and family in chasing
after more and more. Jesus taught us that life is not a matter of accumulating material things but is rather
the seeking first of His kingdom and His righteousness. Then, since our Heavenly Father knows what we
need, He will provide it so we can be content and confident. St. Paul learned that truth well and gave us
some wise counsel in Philippians 3:11b-12: “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 1
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”

St. Paul knew that God is the Owner and Giver of life and everything associated with life. In most cases
God blesses us beyond measure. However, He does not give us more than we can handle. When Jesus
told the parable of the three stewards He indicated that the master gave each one a different amount to
manage according to the individual steward’s ability (Matthew 25:15). Likewise, God gives us only as
much as we can manage for His purposes.

So when we think about the wise management of time, abilities, money, relationships and all the other
things in life, we can do so without worry or the feeling that life as God’s stewards is like enduring the
“dog days of August.” Because Jesus redeemed us to be God’s children we can live each day and work
each day in a free and joyful way confident of the truth that we “can do everything through Christ who
gives us strength.” (Philippians 4:13)

Don’t just endure the “dog days of August” but make the most of each day as God’s redeemed stewards.



How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin soon. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:
e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.
e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.
e Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not
been active in their former church.

Fit For Life

Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good people? If
we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations? Does God still
speak to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful
ways. It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for
anyone who wants to know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller.

Summer Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments
We are currently having a sermon series on The Ten Commandments, “Accent the Positive.” Each week
this summer, we will examine one of the Ten Commandments from a Law/Gospel point of view.

Join us each week (Sundays at 9:30 a.m. or Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.) as we study the Ten
Commandments and “Accent the Positive.”

Wanted: Volunteers

The members of Trinity Lutheran Church will be working at the SESD Lutherans For Life booth at the
Turner County Fair on August 11" from 4:30 to 9:00 p.m. Pastor Moeller and Louis Thompson will be
working there. If you are interested in helping for an hour or two, please speak with Pastor Moeller.

Special Voters Meeting

There will be a special voters meeting to discuss the hiring of bookkeeping services for the church and
Trinity Learning Center on Sunday, August 10" following the worship service. All adult members are
invited to attend.

Lifelight Bible Study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians
——— God gave Paul a vision. In it, a man from Macedonia pleaded with Paul saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Following the Lord’s call, Paul
and his entourage eventually reached Thessalonica. In his two letters addressed to the
Thessalonian Christians, Paul expresses his deep care as a founding pastor concerned
about his fledgling congregation. In addition to Christian persecution, the Lord’s
second coming, the Antichrist, and Christian discipline, in this Bible study you will
learn about

e the power of the Word of God;

o the importance of living a God-pleasing life;

e the reason why we are faithful to the Bible’s teachings.

Please join the Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., as we study 1 & 2 Thessalonians.



The Fire and the Staff
“Why do we sing all those same old hymns from the hymnal instead of the new songs
meF[RE | they’re singing in many other churches?”

“Why does our church still insist on the practice of ‘closed communion’?”’

andthe STAFF | “Why shouldn’t we make a few changes so our worship service would be more
e | junamic and “exciting,”

These are common questions that are asked today all across the country and even in our
sneriesivs | congregation. At its core, each one of these questions touches upon the relationship
between doctrine and practice, between teaching and customs and tradition.

In his book, The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology in Practice, Klemet I. Preus explores the impact
of the American Evangelical and Church Growth Movements on the modern Lutheran Church. We invite
everyone to join us in reading, studying, and discussing this important book. It deals with many
challenges and controversies facing our synod and congregation today and to discover from Scripture and
the Lutheran Confessions how we can best walk together as God’s people gathered around His Word and
Sacraments, sharing the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ with our neighbors and the world.

Each Wednesday night, we will meet at the church from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. to discussion a chapter of this
book. A light supper will be provided. Our regular Wednesday worship service will follow at 7:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study on Judges

As “salvation history,” the book of Judges is summed up in the book’s last verse: “In
those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (21:25). Despite Israel’s
disobedience and apostasy, God was faithful to Isracl. Following the death of Joshua and
before the rise of Israel's monarchy, God preserved His people from being absorbed by
pagan cultures through the ministry of savior-judges. Although immanently human and
sometimes exceedingly wicked, God’s gracious work through these men and women
foreshadows His greater work of deliverance through the true and perfect Savior-Judge,
Jesus Christ.

All men of the congregation are invited to join us in the fellowship hall each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for
breakfast and Bible study.

Bike For Life
On Saturday, September 13" at 7:00 a.m. Pastor Nour along with other riders will begin the 11" Bike-
For-Life to raise funds to stop and end abortion in South Dakota.

Any person who is willing and desires to ride with Pastor Nour and friends, please contact him
information below. Also, we would love to have your prayers and financial support. You can sponsor
rider by the mile or a one time gift. Please make your check out and send it to:

Lutherans For Life

c/o Rev. Nabil S. Nour

P.O. Box 158

Armour, SD 57313-0158

Rev. Robert E. Utecht’s 80™ Birthday
It will be Rev. Robert E. Utecht’s 80™ birthday on 08-08-08! We thought it would be nice if all the
churches in South Dakota were informed and possibly have a card shower for him. His address is:
21386 Snowshoe Road
Lead, SD 57754



Reception of New Members

Adam Puthoff and Emilee Simonsen were received as
members of Trinity Lutheran Church through adult
corlllﬁrmation in our worship service on Sunday, July
13",

Adam and Emilee will be getting married here at
Trinity on September 20", Adam, a native of the
Humboldt area, works for Intek in Sioux Falls.
Emilee, a native of Chester, works at Midland
National Life in Sioux Falls.

We welcome Adam and Emilee into our family here
and Trinity and pray that God will bless them and the
congregation through their membership here.

Issues, Etc.

Looking for a Christian radio program free from pop-psychology, goofy fads, self-help, or Oprah-fied
religiosity that is passed off as Biblical Christianity? Try out the new Issues, Etc., Christ-centered, cross-
focused talk radio for the thinking Christian!

Issues, Etc. broadcasts live each weekday from 3:05 to 5:00 pm Central. To fit your busy schedule, it is
also available on-demand to play on your computer or mp3 player at www.issuesetc.org . If you are
interested in listening to this program, but don’t have internet access, please speak to Pastor Moeller, and
he will get you a copy on CD.

Farewell to Jeff Kalb and Family

- On Sunday, July 20" we held a farewell for Jeff
Kalb (pictured with his wife, Carla) and his family.
Jeff has received a call as pastor to Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Sisseton, SD and Zion Lutheran
Church in Waubay, SD. He will be ordained and
installed at a service in Sisseton on Sunday, August
3" at 5:00 p.m.

We pray that God will bless Pastor Kalb and his
parish for many years to come.

TLC Prime Rib Dinner & Silent Auction
Trinity Learning Center will be holding their 3 annual Prime Rib Dinner & Silent

0 Auction on Saturday, August 16™ at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are available at the cost of
$20 each. A wide variety of items will be auctioned, including artwork, a video
I Q 0 tribute package, etc. If you have an item or service to donate or wish to purchase

tickets, please see Jessi Moeller. Proceeds will be used for improvements for

I O Q 0 Trinity Learning Center’s daycare and preschool.
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