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        August 2009 
Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Dear Christian friends, 
 

In one of our Epistle readings during the month of August, St. Paul writes: “When He 
[Jesus] ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men” 
(Ephesians 4:8).  What are those gifts God gives to men?  Paul answers in verse 11,12, 
“He [God] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers. to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”  Did you 
notice that?  Pastors are gifts to the Church! 

 

Now before you think I’m really getting a big head, let me assure you: I don’t think there’s anything 
special about me that makes me a gift.  I’m like the water of Baptism, or the bread and wine of 
Communion—common and ordinary, but used in an extraordinary way.  In fact, I’m less than water or 
bread or wine because they are morally neutral.  I’m a poor, miserable sinner just like you.  The only way 
that I can be seen as a gift is because God’s Word says so; and even that Word doesn’t apply to me as a 
individual, but to the office to which I have been called—the Office of the Holy Ministry. 
 

Pastors are special gifts to the Church, because it is through the pastors that He has called that Jesus 
speaks forgiveness into your ears and your heart!  When Jesus speaks through the vocal cords of His 
pastors, you actually hear your Savior’s voice!  “The one who hears you hears Me, and the one who 
rejects you rejects Me, and the one who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me”(Luke 10:16). 
   

When you hear Jesus’ voice, His words are more than mere sentences of nouns and verbs carrying 
information.  Jesus’ words are efficacious—His words are live (John 6:63).  His words are like 
medicine—a spiritual penicillin (1 Thessalonians 2:13).  Just as penicillin works inside you, these living 
words of Jesus enter you and go to work in you.  Jesus’ words actually give you the faith you need to 
believe this, something you are unable to accomplish by your own strength. 
 

Jesus is the Divine Physician.  Your pastor is a physician serving under Jesus’ orders.  From your pastor’s 
mouth comes Jesus’ life-giving spiritual medicine, His living Word of forgiveness.  When you hear your 
pastor speak the Absolution, rejoice!  Your sins are not only forgiven on earth, they are also forgiven in 
heaven (John 20:23). 
 

To most people of the world, Christian pastors are little more than religious leaders, similar to Islamic 
imams or Buddhist priest.  Much of Christendom (including many pastors) think of pastors in the role of 
CEO’s overseeing all aspects of the church’s business.  Others think more or pastor as simply hired 
hands, men who have been hired to do the work of the church no one else has time to do.  Each of these 
ideas is wrong!  Christian pastors, through their Christ-centered congregations, are divinely called to the 
office of speaking for Jesus.  They are His servants. 
 

In order to prepare to be Christ’s ambassadors, Christ’s pastors read and meditate on “God-breathed” (2 
Timothy 3:16), sacred Scriptures as they prepare their messages for preaching to and teaching God’s 
people.  As they prepare to teach and preach, pastors “inhale” the “God-breathed” and life-giving Word.  
When they preach and teach, they exhale “God-breathed” words—words that cleanse, forgive, heal, and 
saved all those who receive in faith this living Word of the Lord.  Just as Jesus breathed His life-giving 
Word on His disciples (John 20:22), through Jesus’ keys pastors also breathe God’s life-giving Word on 
your through their preaching and proclamation of forgiveness.  Through this God-breathed Word, Jesus’ 
keys come to you. 
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Obviously, the responsibilities of this office are much more than any sinful mortal man could bear on his 
own.  Thankfully, the same grace and mercy of God that covers all sinners and their vocations covers 
pastors in their calling as well.  The forgiveness Christ won must be applied to pastors as well.  The same 
spirit of forbearance we are to exhibit for our fellow Christians will be necessary to cover over the human 
weaknesses and idiosyncrasies of your pastor as well.   
 

I thank God for the opportunity to serve you as your pastor here at Trinity.  I thank you for your love and 
care for my family and me.  I pray that God will continue bless our church and community through the 
preaching of His Word and the administration of His Sacraments among you for many years to come.  I 
ask that you would continue to pray for my family and me, that the Lord’s would keep us from the snares 
of the evil one and that His holy will might be done among us all.  While you’re at it, thank the Lord for 
all of the faithful pastors that He has sent to serve throughout all the years. 
 

In Christ! 
        Pastor Moeller 
 
Stewardship Thoughts  
August—who needs it???  Who wants it??? 
 

Many people don’t look forward to August and when it does come, they want it to pass quickly.  August 
can be a long and boring month.  Vacations for the most part are probably over.  Farmers are in a waiting 
mode—not much work to do except watch the crops ripen.  Baseball players refer to this month as the 
“dog days of August,” a time when they just have to “gut it out” before getting into the decisive month of 
September.  Even children get bored even to the point of wanting to get back to school (that one usually 
wears off after the first couple of weeks of September).  Church leaders are anxiously waiting for the start 
up of a new ministry year when things begin to happen anew.  For these and other reasons August may 
well be the least liked month of the year. 
 

Life comes with many August moments.  We are in-between people, people who are waiting.  We are 
there and yet we are not there.  God has in Christ declared us to be His people, and yet we repeatedly fall 
short of His expectations.  God has in Christ declared us to be saints and yet we are chronic sinners.  We 
live in a tension of becoming what God has already declared us to be.  The Apostle John in the third 
chapter of his first letter writes these beautiful words:  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God!  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will 
be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when He [Christ] appears, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:1-2 NIV). 
 

We are “August” people in a waiting mode.  But that waiting is not a useless passing of time.  It is a time 
when we exercise our faith as the children of God.  With the power of His Holy Spirit we strive to be the 
best stewards we can be of our time, talents, treasure, relationships and all the other things that God has 
entrusted to us to manage for His purposes.  It is an exciting time that provides us with many 
opportunities to say and do things that bring honor to the name of God and encouragement to those 
around us. 
 

So the next time you have the opportunity to put your faith into action in your family, church, 
neighborhood or work place by giving some of your time, talents or money, whether it’s in the month of 
August or some other time, do it with energy and joy because “God’s redeemed stewards, in cooperation 
with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage all of life and life’s 
resources for God’s purposes.” 
 

Grocery Cart 
The LWML’s grocery cart to help local families in need is getting quite empty.  If you would be able to 
donate any canned good, non-perishable food items, or paper products please bring them in.  Thank you 
for your continued generosity. 
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Why Do We Worship?  
Americans are befuddled with choices.  Speaking as a U.S. citizen, 
we simply love to pick and choose between real options.  What we 
want is of paramount importance and that isn’t always wrong.  If we 
want a car that is dependable, then we will shop our options 
ensuring we are getting the best quality vehicle on the road. 
Likewise, if fresh ingredients in our meals are something we want, 
then we might go to some lengths to find a fresh produce stand 
somewhere, or maybe we will spend more money to have the fresh 
foods brought to us.  Whatever the case may be, and the examples 
that could be provided are nearly endless, Americans want options 
and if options are too limited, or fall to zero, then we feel like a 
freedom has been taken away from us.  We really don’t like to be 

stuck with the only cable company in town; it makes us angry.  On the other hand, we have so many 
goods to choose from, that at times it can be confusing what to buy.  “It all looks good.  I’m hungry and 
I want more.” 
 

As I sat and intently listened to Dr. Naomichi Masaki talk about liturgy during the three-day seminar he 
spoke at, in my home city of Seattle last week, I thought about the above illustration of our consumerist 
culture in America.  While turning those thoughts over in my mind I wakened out of my brief day 
dream by a question Dr. Masaki posed to the class: Why do we worship?  The question is a tricky one, 
since the verb contained in it suggests an answer that in worship (liturgy) we actively do something, but 
what is it that we do?  The “American consumer” in me at once leaped at an answer involving a choice 
whereby I could satisfy my wants.  Why do I worship?  One possible answer becomes something like “I 
desire to do x, y, and z for God, or for myself.  Maybe both.”  Indeed, this is the attraction of churches 
run by Joel Osteen and Rick Warren.  Why do people go to those churches?  To become a better me.  
Worse yet, some might even go because they believe worship is to serve God, to make Him feel better 
about us.  
 

Of course, there is an answer that can be given to the question asked which is scriptural; we worship 
because Jesus Christ our Lord has the words of eternal life.  Where else would we go for them?  Our 
Lord offers us the forgiveness of sins in the divine service.  This sort of answer relocates the verb, 
putting the action where it belongs; with God. 
 

If worship, or liturgy, becomes something about what I do, or what we do, then we miss Jesus our Lord 
in all His heavenly glory, because we are striving for our own glory.  This reminds me of John 13 where 
Jesus is washing the disciples feet, and Peter speaks up and tells the Lord He will never wash His feet!  
Jesus then says to him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”  Well, once Peter heard those 
strong words he had a change of heart.  “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” he 
exclaimed.  With good intentions some want worship to be an exercise in serving our Lord at a time 
when He wants to serve us through His means of grace.  The focus of the divine service could be shifted 
to offering sacrifices of praise to God, or to being “missional” and using the service to “win souls.”  But 
where is Jesus at the center of such services acting on us as we passively receive His word and 
sacraments?  A divine service minus Jesus coming to us with His words of forgiveness and His body 
and blood is neither “divine” nor Christian. 
 

Perhaps we don’t like the idea that the liturgy is decided for us in the Word of God.  We want to believe 
we have choices in devising worship as we see fit; perhaps all in the name of “Christian freedom.”  It is 
true that there is much freedom in worship, but that freedom doesn't entail choice.  We are free, because 
Jesus sets us free from sin through means He chooses as revealed to us through the written word of God.  
Our Lord says to us “do this in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:24).  What we are doing isn’t 
Law, it is receiving the Gospel and through passive receipt of the gifts of God the Gospel is proclaimed 
until the day Jesus comes again. 
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The beauty of the divine service, of Jesus actively coming to us and serving us His gifts as we passively 
receive and offer thanksgiving for the forgiveness of sins, is startling.  All I can think is “What wonders 
has God wrought!”  Our Lord and Savior gave His life for us, He was punished on the cross and 
endured pain unimaginable to us, because of our sins; and STILL He continues to give.  Liturgy based 
upon the word of God is breathtaking.  Why do we worship?  Peter expresses it best in John 6:68 with 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  Indeed, what choice do we have in 
the matter?  If we want the words of eternal life and the forgiveness of sins, then to whom shall we go?  
 

By Jim Pierce, as published at www.steadfastlutherans.org 
 
How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran  
We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and 
adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member 
Orientation classes.   
 

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways: 
• The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 
• A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another 

Lutheran congregation. 
• Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not 

been active in their former church. 
 

Fit For Life  
Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we 
all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak 
to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?   
 

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an 
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful 

ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to 
know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller.  We will be starting a new class soon. 
 

Lutheran Confessions Reading Group 
Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confessions?  Is the study 
of our Confessions only for 7th and 8th grade students in Catechism class?  For that 
matter, what are the Lutheran Confessions?  
 

The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements 
of faith that we use as a basis of what we believe.  Far more than mere historical 
documents, they are still viewed today by Confessional Lutherans as a definitive 
statement of what it means to be Christian and Lutheran.  Since we believe that the 
Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are a summary of 
the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must be judged. 
 

At Trinity Lutheran Church, we are beginning a Confessions Reading Group every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  
In this class, we will read from the Bible and the Book of Concord.  Class members will have the 
opportunity to learn more about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.  
We will be reading from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions.  Everybody is invited to join us! 
 
TLC Bible Study 
Each Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible passages for upcoming Sunday School, 
preschool, and daycare lessons.  Everyone is invited to join us!  If you would like to attend, but would 
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pastor Moeller. 
 



 5 

Lifelight Bible Study on Acts 
St. Luke, in his introduction to the Book of Acts writes: “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day that He was taken up to heaven.”  This sets the stage 
for Luke’s second book, Acts, which details how Jesus continued to be with His church as they continued 
to share His Gospel with the world.   
 

The Book of Acts records the events that testify to the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through 
the church to gather, equip, and enliven its members so that all people might receive God’s gift of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 
 

Please join our Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. as we explore this fascinating 
book of the New Testament. 
 
Marriage and Family 

Life-long commitment.  Man and woman.  Children.  Society. 
So many opinions. What do you believe?  
 

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often struggle to explain their beliefs 
and practices.  Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of Lutheran doctrines, 
they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.”  When 
confronted with different doctrines, some cannot clearly state their faith.  Based on God’s 
Word, as faithfully reflected in the Lutheran Confessions, this study will help you to state 
clearly what you believe. 

Chapters include: 
• Foundation in Creation  
• Unique and Distinct  
• Biblical Intimacy  
• Exercising Faith and Love  
• More Than Romance  
• Leaving a Legacy 
 

All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Men’s Bible Study: Prayer: We Speak to God 

Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean?  To find the right answer, 
Lutheran Spirituality directs adult Bible study participants to God’s Word. Lutheran 
Spirituality explores the Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, and the Lutheran hymnal as 
integral  resources for living out our faith in a spiritually confused—and sometimes 
confusing—world.  In His Word, the Lord teaches His believers to pray.  It is through 
prayer, and His grace, that we can approach His throne with our praise, confessions, 
fears...everything! 
 

This study, written by Dr. John Kleinig, encourages participants to rejoice in prayer as a 
great privilege, to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they pray, to approach God 

the Father in prayer with faith in Jesus as their Intercessor, to join with the congregation in praying for the 
world, and so much more.  Sessions include: 

• Our Secret Vocation  
• The Intercession of Jesus  
• The Gift of Prayer  
• Praying with Jesus  
• Complaining  
• Congregational Prayer 

 

All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and studying 
this fascinating topic. 
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A Longer Look at the Lessons 
Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons.  This Bible 
study based on the lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about each week’s readings 
and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riches of the weekly lessons while providing an 
opportunity for thought and personal application. 
 

Welcome to the Potters 
Bobby and Becky Potter and their family were 
received as new members at Trinity Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, June 28th.  Bobby and Becky 
have been married for 8 years and have six 
children.  He is the manager of the Boss truck shop 
in Sioux Falls.  Bobby was born and raised in 
Nebraska.  He likes to hunt, watch football and 
racing, and spending time with family. 
 

Becky stays home with the kids and just started 
back to work at the Sunnyside Plaza in Hartford.  
She was born in South Dakota, and moved around 
a lot as a child.  Becky likes to watch television, 
play outside with the kids, and do crossword 
puzzles. 

 

Shyanne is nine years old.  She likes to read, write, and ride her bike.   
 

Siarra is seven years old.  She likes to ride her bike, do math, and cook. 
 

Savannah is three years old.  She likes watching “Spongebob” and playing outside. 
 

Westin is 1 ½ years old, and the only boy.  He likes to play outside and hang out with Dad. 
 

Anna and Emma are two-month-old identical twins.  Anna is older by one minute and a lot bigger.  They 
like to sleep, eat, and be held. 
 
Confirmation Pictures 
We would like have pictures of all the confirmands and the pastor who confirmed them during the last 
128 years.  We will put them in the picture book cabinet and will update it every year.  If you have 
pictures, please bring them to Kathy Totton or Donna Vogt.  If you would like them returned, we will 
make copies and give them back to you. 
 

Cleaning List Updated 
You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning the church has changed.  
Instead of two families per week, there are usually three.  The cleaning duties for the 
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updated as well.  When it 
is your turn to clean, please speak with the other families on the list to determine 
who will do what area.  You may find the list of cleaning duties on the bulletin 
boards in the church nave and fellowship hall.   
 

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the church is done on a 
voluntary basis.  Everyone is given the opportunity to help.  If you have not been included and would like 
to help please contact the church office.  If circumstances have changed (such as health or work schedule) 
and you are not able to help, please contact the church office. 
 

If you wish to hire someone to clean when it is their turn, Tammie Eggebraaten is available.  You can call 
her at 528-6628.  If anyone else would be interested in cleaning, please contact the church office. 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am  S.S. &  

 Adult Bible Study 
12:00 noon Church 

                    Picnic 

7:30 pm Voters  
               meeting 

3 
6:00 am Men’s  

           Bible study 

9:30 am TLC  
      Chapel service 

4 
9:00 am  Chapel at  

        Tieszen Home 

7:00 pm Lutheran  
          Confessions  

      Reading Group 

5 
9:30 am Lifelight 

           Bible study 

7:30 pm Worship 

6 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  

              study 

7 8 

9 
8:30 am Private 

            Confession 

9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 

10:45 am  S.S. &  

 Adult Bible Study 
7:00 pm Men’s  

          Club meeting 

10 
6:00 am Men’s  

           Bible study 

9:30 am TLC  
      Chapel service 

11 
7:00 pm Lutheran  

          Confessions  

      Reading Group 
 

12 
9:30 am Lifelight 

           Bible study 

1:30 pm TLC Bible  
              study 

7:30 pm Worship 

13 
2:00 pm Chapel at  

       Leisure Living 

6:30 pm Elders  
              meeting 

14 15 

16 
9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am  S.S. &  

 Adult Bible Study 

17 
6:00 am Men’s  

           Bible study 

9:30 am TLC  
      Chapel service 

6:30 pm TLC  

   Preschool Parents  
        night 

18 
4:30-9:00 pm LFL  

       Turner County  

       Fair booth  

19 
9:30 am Lifelight 

           Bible study 

7:30 pm Worship 

20 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  

              study 

21 22 

23 
8:30 am Private 

            Confession 

9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 

10:45 am  S.S. &  

 Adult Bible Study 

24 
6:00 am Men’s  

           Bible study 

9:30 am TLC  
      Chapel service 

25 
7:00 pm Lutheran  

          Confessions  

      Reading Group 

26 
9:30 am Lifelight 

           Bible study 

7:30 pm Worship 

27 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  

              study 

28 29 

30 
9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am  S.S. &  

 Adult Bible Study 

31 
6:00 am Men’s  

           Bible study 

9:30 am TLC  
      Chapel service 

     

August 2009 
Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers, 

& Acolytes 
 

Head Elder: Joe Krizan 

 

Sunday, August 2nd        
Cleaners:   Monte & Shary Muchow, Marlo  

  Anderson, Mike Anderson 

Greeters: Marlo Anderson, Mike Anderson 

Head Usher: Eric & Emily Krizan 

Acolyte: Jholayne Halverson 

 

Sunday, August 9th        
Cleaners:   Ray & JoAnn Matthies, Bryan &  

  Susan Kelley, Dale & June Snyder-

Greeters: Dale & June Snyder 

Head Ushers: Eric & Emily Krizan 

Acolyte: Abby Totton 

 

Sunday, August 16th      
Cleaners:   Roger & Bert Carls, Henry Dansman,  

  Jr., Dianne Dansman, Adel & Amy  

  Valdes 

Greeters: Henry Dansman, Jr., Dianne Dansman 

Head Ushers: Eric & Emily Krizan 

Acolyte: Brady Johnson 

 

Sunday, August 23rd       
Cleaners:   George & Donna Vogt, Jean  

  Gregersen, Amber Connolly, Melvin  

  Matthies 

Greeters: Jean Gregersen 

Head Ushers: Eric & Emily Krizan 

Acolyte: Tyler Rueter 

 

Sunday, August 30th        
Cleaners:   Joe & Mary Krizan, Candace Nelson,  

  Marilyn Matthies, Harvey & LaRaye  

  Rehfeldt 

Greeters: Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt  

Head Ushers: Eric & Emily Krizan 

Acolyte: Jholayne Halverson 

 

Sunday, September 6th       
Cleaners:   Bob & Ruth Moore, Louis & Michelle  

  Thompson, Nate & Katie Pickard 

Greeters: Nate & Katie Pickard 

Head Ushers: Austin & Eric Wolfe 

Acolyte: Abby Totton 


