[image: image1.wmf]
December 2003

Pastor’s Ponderings

Dear Christian friends,

As the days go by, it seems I’m increasingly faced with a number of similar questions:  “Pastor, how do I respond to those who, upon finding out I’m a member of the Missouri Synod, say, ‘Oh, you’re one of those strict Lutherans!’”  Or, as I’ve heard even more recently, “How can you belong to a Synod that doesn’t allow … (you fill in the “right” that used to be understood as wrong.)

In this age when “tolerance” and “diversity” are considered to be the greatest of virtues, it’s easy to feel uncomfortable when those questions or accusations are made.  It’s easy to think that we have to apologize, or argue with them and defend our own practices.  It can also be tempting to just try to avoid any such discussions.  After all, Christ has called for all Christians to be unified, to love one another, another, didn’t He?  Maybe we should just ignore our differences and try to focus on those things upon which we agree.  Or, maybe “we should just agree to disagree.” 

But some things are just too important to “agree to disagree.”  Some things should not be ignored or swept under the rug. Some things are just too important to remain silent about, but should be fought for.  The truth about God’s Word and Sacraments, the sanctity of human life, sexual morality, and God’s standards for the office of pastoral ministry fall into that category.  And, it’s time that we spoke out clearly on these things.  It’s time that we respond and give a clear witness to the truth.       

It is important to remember that as we do, there is as right and wrong way to respond to such questions.  One of the worst things that we could do is to project the idea that we assume we’re superior in some way, or that we are smarter or more devout and spiritual than they.  That definitely would not promote unity.  It certainly wouldn’t bring peace.  And, even worse, if we become puffed up with ourselves, we could easily forget that we are saved, not because of who we are and what we do, but because of who God is and what He had done for us in the giving of His Son, Jesus Christ.

We also shouldn’t go looking for fights everywhere we turn.  Instead, we should heed St. Paul’s instructions to the Ephesians, “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love” (4:2).   Just because we are standing up for the truth doesn’t give us license to “blast away” at those who have been “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (4:14).  “Instead, speaking the truth in love” we are to help each other grow in the body of Christ (4:15).

And so, firmly, gently, and lovingly, we need to respond with the truth of God’s Word.  We need to speak the Law –God’s Word about sin and its consequences—not to cut anybody down, but to prepare them for the Gospel—the Good News that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again from the dead so that through faith we can have everlasting life.  That’s the message that’s most important.  And sadly, that’s the message that gets lost when the truth of God’s Word is called into question or diluted.

So the next time, when someone asks you about our church or what we teach and do, don’t apologize.  Don’t argue.  Don’t back away.  Just tell them, as St. Paul wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians, “We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength” (1:23-24).  Even if that doesn’t immediately change their mind, it will help you to keep remembering how God has so richly blessed us with His Word and the gift of His Son.









God’s richest blessings!









Pastor Moeller

P.S.  For more information about what it means to be a Lutheran Christian see the article “What Is a Lutheran?” written by Rev. Paul T. McCain that appears later in this newsletter

"Maturing stewards strive for excellence!"

"Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness" are the words Jesus used in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:33) to encourage his followers to put their spiritual priorities in order.  "Seeking first" implies giving your best energy and effort to any cause, especially when it relates to the church of Jesus Christ.  Maturing stewards strive for excellence!  During this month of December we will be celebrating the reason why we strive for excellence.  We will be celebrating Christmas, the birthday of Jesus.

Back in the days of Noah God looked down upon the wickedness of men upon the earth and was grieved that He had made man on the earth, and His heart was filled with pain.  In His justice and wrath He sent a flood upon the earth to destroy all creatures, men and animals alike, with the exception of Noah and His family of eight.  Noah and His family were saved because they found favor with the Lord.  God's grace, His undeserved love, sparked a positive response from Noah and his family.  

But not long after the waters of the flood had receded, the sinfulness of the human race again reared its ugly head, and continues to do so to this very day.  God in His justice and wrath could once again destroy the earth and all who live upon it, but His extravagant love keeps Him from doing that.  Instead, He decided from eternity to save His human creatures, not destroy them.  

To accomplish this salvation would take a perfect plan, and that perfect plan called for sending His only-begotten Son to be the Savior of the human race.  Jesus accomplished all that was necessary for our salvation, and He did it with excellence.  There was nothing half-hearted about His effort; He gave His all, His very life, for us.  The shadow of the cross was already upon the manger in Bethlehem, but the gloom of that cross was destroyed forever by the glorious resurrection on our Savior on Easter morning.

Christmas, Good Friday and Easter make all the difference in our lives as God's stewards.  Because God has shown excellence in all his dealings with us, we strive for excellence in our daily living and managing of the gifts of time, talent and treasure.  This Christmas season may we all go once more in spirit to bow before the manger and be refreshed and renewed to strive for excellence in all our living and giving. 

Lifelines of Love


Beginning January 10th, the Couples Club will be meeting the second Saturday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  Couples (in groups of two or three couples) will take turns hosting a supper for the others.  Following the supper, we will begin a study and discussion of The Lifelines of Love, a wonderful review and guide to the fundamentals that form the foundation of a successful Christian marriage.

The Lifelines of Love, is an insightful book that reveals how Jesus Christ can help our relationships where “how-to” books for better marriage have failed.  It constantly points us to the forgiveness won by Christ on the cross and that is dispensed to 

    us in His “lifelines,” the Word and Sacraments in the church.   

If you are interested in participating, please contact Pastor Moeller so that he can get a book for you.  If you have a preference for when you host, please contact Penny Eggebraaten (528-7240).

Sunday School Christmas Program  

The Sunday School children are rehearsing for their Christmas program each Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. now until the program. 

The Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 21st at 6:30 p.m.  Parents are asked to contact Susan Kelley (528-3812) or Laura Johnson (528-7260) to let them know if your children will be able to participate. 

LWML Ink Cartridge Recycling

Our congregation is taking part in a very important project on behalf of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  
Here’s how you can help.  Contact local businesses and individuals, and ask them if they would donate their used empty cartridges for the good of our LWML.  

Ask them to place used printer cartridges in the box from the replacement and you will pick them up.  We have a clean receptacle in our church and will collect used empty cartridges.  

Your efforts will turn trash into cash to help with funding the work of the South Dakota host committee for the June 2007 LWML convention in Sioux Falls.

Fit For Life In Christ

“Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ.

A new session of this course will begin soon.  If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller soon, letting him know a day and time that would work well for you and/or your friends.

 “LifeQuotes” from Lutherans For Life

“It is at just this point [Matthew 2:13-23] you see, that the Christmas story becomes real.  It’s just at this point where we realized that God comes to us right in the middle of a world of suffering, violence, and bloodshed.  

He comes into a world where thousands perish in terrorist attacks, where equal numbers of unborn children are sacrificed every day in abortion clinics, and where bombs explode in market places.  He comes to a world where ethnic cleansing has become a commonplace phrase.  He comes to a world where countless thousands die every day of starvation.  This is the kind of the world we live in.  We need a God who will come to us in the midst of all of it, right where we are, because we can’t get to God on our own.  

It should be no surprise that God’s coming into this world will provoke all kinds of opposition.  After all, it is the invasion of occupied territory and Satan will do anything he can to stop it.  Christmas is about God making a home with us.  Emmanuel; ‘God with us.’  Jesus becoming a human being in order that He might open for us a new way of hope, a way that leads to eternal life.”  Rev. Ron Rall  Lutherans For Life (888) 364-LIFE  www.lutheransforlife.org
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