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Render Unto God the Things of God

By Rev. Robert E. Moeller, Jr.


The text for this morning is Matthew 22:15-22:

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in His words. And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and You do not care about anyone’s opinion, for You are not swayed by appearances.  Tell us, then, what You think.  Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin for the tax.”  And they brought Him a denarius.  And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 

They said, “Caesar’s.” 

Then He said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  When they heard it, they marveled.  And they left Him and went away.  Here ends the text. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!


Our theme for this year’s state conference is: “Citizens of Two Kingdoms: Life in Church and State.”  In our Bible study and keynote address we will be discussing Scriptural guidelines for Christians who wrestle with various sanctity of human life issues within the realms of church and state.  While we will spent considerable time discussing both the things of Caesar and the things of God, this message we will focus on “the things of God.”


Jesus says, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21).  Just what are these “things of God”?  

We just heard that when Jesus was asked about paying taxes, He asked for a coin to be produced.  It was, and He asked, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”  The coin bore the image, likeness, and inscription of Caesar.  

The things of God are those things that bear the image, likeness, and inscription of the Lord God Almighty.  Thus, though it might surprise you, all of Scriptures declare you and I are among “the things of God.”  In the very first chapter of Genesis, we read: “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness…” So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created Him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:26-27).  

Adam and Eve were created in God’s image, that is, they truly knew God as He wishes to be known and were perfectly happy in Him.  They were righteous and holy, doing God’s will.  Unfortunately, this image was lost when our first parents disobeyed God and fell into sin.  Their will and intellect lost the ability to know and please God.  Their children were not in the image of God, but in the image and likeness of Adam.  

In Christians, God has begun to rebuild His image, but only in heaven will it be fully restored.  For now we are able to begin to bear the image of God… not because of who we are but because of what God has done for us and given to us.  

God’s only begotten Son, Jesus, was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He lived for us and bore God’s wrath that we might not have to.  He died a horrid, hellish, wonderful, sin-atoning death for you and for me.  He rose from the dead, and now leads us into Paradise one by one, taking men, women, youth, children, and babies through the gracious water of Holy Baptism, inscribing on the foreheads of each one His holy name—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Consequently, as we have borne the image of the earthly man, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven (1 Corinthians 15:49) and we all, are being transformed into the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).  

Ultimately, that image will be restored to you fully in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting on the Last Day.  In the book of Revelation, St. John sees the Lamb of God who has taken away the sin of the world, standing on Mount Zion and with Him, you… you standing in Paradise among the multitude… you having His name and His Father’s name written on your forehead (Revelation 14:1).

You, first and foremost… you are “the things of God.”  God has created you.  Christ has redeemed you, purchased and won you from all sins, that you may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  The Holy Spirit is at work sanctifying you, working a renewal of your whole life.   By God’s grace, mercy, and love, you bear His image and inscription.  And while you are not yet standing in Paradise, you stand here in anticipation of that joyful eternity.

Such good news must be shared!  There are billions of people, including some of our own family members and friends, who do not know what Christ has done for them.  They do not know the great value that God has placed upon their lives, indeed the lives of every single soul.  You see, “the things of God” include every human being.  Every human being has been redeemed by God, that is, each man, woman, and child is one for whom Christ gave Himself into death that they might receive forgiveness and eternal life. 

That image of God, which though lost to man after the fall, still has bearing on the sanctity of all human life.  We see this in God’s command after the great flood: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in His own image” (Genesis 9:6).  

God’s reason for protecting human life is that man was originally created in His image.  Murder strikes at the majesty of God.  And since the divine image, lost in the fall, can be regained only during a person’s lifetime, to end his life means to cut off his time of grace and, if he has not regained God’s image, to doom him to an eternity of separation from God.

God does not want anyone to perish in his or her sins, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).  God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).  “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

The mission of Lutherans For Life is to witness to the sanctity of human life through education based on the Word of God.  This makes us different than other pro-life groups.  We want to give witness to, and equip Lutherans to give witness to, the truth of the God-given sanctity of human life.  This truth is found only in God’s Word.  Each human life is created and gifted by God and is someone for whom Jesus Christ died.  All our educational efforts are based on this sacred truth.
 Therefore, our mission is not to change laws, although we hope that our mission will lead to laws being changed.  Our mission is not to elect pro-life candidates to office, although we hope that our mission will lead Lutherans to vote for pro-life candidates.  Our mission is not to start pregnancy centers, although we hope our mission will lead Lutherans to support and volunteer at such centers. 

 Our mission is to educate Lutherans so that they understand that the life issues of our time are much more than controversial political issues.  They are grave spiritual issues, for they assault the Creator of Life and insult the Lord of Life.  In short, our mission is to change hearts.  Those with changed hearts will change society.  Only God, working through His Word, can change hearts.  That is why we must base everything we do upon that Word.  It is truly the Word of Life.

We are not just Lutherans For the Sanctity of Temporal Human Life, but Lutherans For the Sanctity of Temporal and Eternal Human Life.   That is why our mission and message is not primarily political or cultural, but biblical and evangelical.  That is why, by God’s grace, we continue striving to render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s.  

Indeed, you are among the things of God.  For He has created you, redeemed, and is sanctifying you in His image.  He has inscribed His name on you.  By that name, you are forgiven of all of your sins: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 

