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Epiphany 5 ~ Series B ~ February 5, 2006

When Jesus Comes into the House

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The voice of John the Prophet declares that Jesus is “the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  If this is true, and it is, then Jesus is the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the individual, too.  

The pen of John the Apostle proclaims: “God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten Son” (John 3:16).  If this is true, and it is, then God also loves each one. 

The epistle of Paul announces that “Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word, that He might present the Church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such things, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27).  If that is true, and it is, then the Lord’s attitude is the same toward each son of God therein ... male or female, Jew or Gentile, slave or free, young or old.

This going from the overall to the individual is demonstrated in the first part of the Gospel Reading for today.  Jesus goes from the masses in public to an individual home in private.  To each He brings the same message of repentance, healing, and hope.  Please listen to verses 29-31 of Mark 1 and see what happens “When Jesus Comes into the House.”

“As soon as [Jesus] left the synagogue, He went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew.  Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her.  So He went to her, took her hand and helped her up.  The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  Here ends the text.

Who is this that leaves the synagogue to enter the house of those two brothers?  The children reply, “It’s Jesus!”  

Okay, but who is this Jesus?  Well, we know from last week this man is God—that Jesus of Nazareth is “the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24).  He is God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and He is man, born of the Virgin Mary.  Yet He is not two sons but One.

Guess who’s coming to the house?  The children reply, “It’s Jesus!” and this is most certainly true.  But is the house ready for the LORD God Almighty to enter?  Most assuredly it is not clean enough for the sinless, holy, righteous Christ Jesus.  Besides the sinful natures of those within, the house has certain odors—the smell of fishy clothes and the foul odor of rank fever.  Is the house ready?  Will anyone clean up the place?  Will anyone make the red jello salad? –or the sandwiches? –or the cookies and punch?

Achh!  There’s no time, for “as soon as [Jesus] left the synagogue, He went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew.”  Who’s going to cook dinner?  Who’s going to serve the Lord?  

In reality, we know there is no one who is ever going to be able to get himself, herself or the house itself ready enough for Christ to enter.  

Look, the Bridegroom is at the door!  He stands at the door and knocks.  Who’s going to freshen up the place and make it at least half-way decent for the King of eternity to enter?  After all Joseph and Mary were at least able to prepare a manger for the Savior Who is Christ the Lord.  Who’s going to tidy up the house of Simon and Andrew a bit?

We don’t know, for the Bible doesn’t tell us who is going to get all of these things done in anticipation of Jesus’ coming, if indeed they are going to be done at all.  What we do know is the one who is NOT going to be doing this—it won’t be the mother of Peter’s wife.  The Scriptures tell us that “Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever.”  She is sick and is a shut-in; quite homebound with a fever that is so severe that she is not able to rise and be of service to the LORD.

But dear friends, Jesus has not come to this house to be served, but rather, to serve.  He will be the doer here.  That is what happens “when Jesus comes into the house.”  He is told that someone is sick.  Jesus does what is needed.  Whatever house the Lord enters, He comes to serve and to give what is needed.

Jesus speaks to a wee little man who is up a tree and out on a limb, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately.  I must stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5).  What that chief tax collector needed was to have the Savior in His house and to hear that he was forgiven of all his sins.  

Jesus entered the sinner’s house.  Jesus had proclaimed the Good News to this repentant man and as a result said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:9-10).

How about this story?  After delaying two days, Jesus goes toward the house of Mary and Martha, for those two sisters—one in the house and one outside were hurting terribly.  Jesus, who could have prevented Lazarus from dying, did not do so.  Still, having now come to them, He knew what would be of comfort to them and He set about to serve them.  Their brother had died four days earlier.  They were grieving.  

Jesus told them what they needed to hear, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die” (John 11:25-26).  Jesus would raise him up either now or later, but it would take place.  The Lord did so then and Lazarus gave up his death for Christ.

Jesus suddenly was with the two disciples on the way to Emmaus.  When the trio drew near the house of Cleopas, Jesus was invited to stay with them.  He entered the house and immediately began serving.  The two needed be in fellowship with God.  So when Jesus “was at the table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and began to give it to them” (Luke 24:30).  The Lord prepared a table and gave them the holy meal.  That’s exactly what they needed.

In the house of Simon the leper, “a woman came to Him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on His head as He was reclining at the table” (Matthew 26:7).  When His disciples criticized what she did, Jesus became the chief steward of the house giving to each their proper portion—a Word of Law to His disciples—a Word of commendation to the woman—Word of Truth to the world.

A few verses later and a few days later Jesus is in the house of a certain man in Jerusalem.  His disciples are with Him.  Once again Jesus begins serving them Himself.  With towel and basin He washes their feet.  With His Body and Blood He feeds their souls.  “Take, eat; this is My Body.” “This is My Blood of the new testament which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26 & 28).  This is exactly what they need.  Jesus set about to make it so.

“Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her.  So He went to her, took her hand and helped her up.”  As a bridegroom might take the hand of his bride, so the Lord extends His hand to this sick woman.  Behold the hand of God!  It is not a fist of fury; rather it is His open hand of healing.  That hand of Jesus will be pierced for her and for the whole world when Jesus pays the price of sin for all. 

“[Jesus] went to her, took her hand and helped her up.  The fever left her.”  Jesus took it away from her.  It went from her hand to His.  Jesus will bear her sickness and the disease and death of all the world to the cross and will say from His wooden pulpit, “I thirst” (John 19:28).

Remember this:  When the Lord comes to your house it is to serve you.  Sometimes you need the Word of Law that accuses and condemns the old sinful nature, for surely you are a sinner deserving only God’s wrath and punishment, both now and for eternity.  Always you need the Word of God’s grace that comforts and consoles the penitent, for in Christ you are a saint, both now and for eternity. 

This is true for you whether you live alone with Jesus, or in a huge household with many generations ... whether you are husband and wife just getting started, or a couple celebrating an anniversary beyond the golden one ... whether you feel trapped or are isolated ... whether you are experiencing a season of weeping or one of rejoicing.  The Lord has spoken and promised and said, “I will never fail you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

And you ask, “What about my fever?—or my chronic pain?—or heart disease?—or cancer?—or leukemia?—or this ailment or that?”  Dear friends, those and many other physical afflictions will be taken away from you in time or in eternity.  A certain, caring pastor often speaks of the latter in funerals, saying that the individual is alive and well with the Lord in paradise, while the disease is dead and gone.  In short, the Lord may take the ailment from you, or He may take you away from the affliction.  In either case, Christ Jesus is with you and you with Him.  You will be healed; either now here on earth in time, or in heaven for eternity.  Therefore rejoice in this Good News and give thanks to God. 

“So He went to her, took her hand and helped her up.  The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”  Jesus took her by the hand and she rose again, experiencing a hint of the Resurrection to come on the Last Day.  In the meantime?  Well, she went about whatever godly duties are associated with and assigned to mothers-in-law.  She served those who were in the house.

You also, as redeemed children of God, are to be about the godly duties associated with and assigned to your vocations ... whether that be as mother, father, daughter, son, sister, brother, wife, husband, youth, widow, employer, employee, citizen, parishioner, or pastor.  

The Bible states that “This is love: not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:10-11).  “We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

That might be said another way, “We serve, because He first served us.”  In fact, we are only able to continue to serve because He continues to serve us with exactly what we need, and of first importance is the need to hear that, because of Christ Jesus, you are forgiven of all your sin in the Name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.
