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Funeral of Anna Swenson ~ November 7, 2006

I Know that My Redeemer Lives

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The message of Good Friday is that Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God died for the sins of the world.  The message of Easter is of life in the resurrection of the crucified Son of the living God.  This has been the hope that God’s people have always had, believed, and confessed.  The promise of the resurrection was the only hope that Adam and Eve had when they beheld the body of their slain son.  Abraham trusted in the resurrection of the dead.  Job did as well, and as you mourn the death of Anna, I direct your attention to his words in chapter 19, verses 23-27:

“Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!” 

Job was a man who was severely tested.  Indeed, when we consider what happened, we are even more amazed that he would make such a confession as: “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  Job was a blameless and upright man in the sight of God ... a man who feared God ... a man of repentance who was clothed with God’s righteousness.  He had seven sons and three daughters.  His possessions included 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen and numerous servants.  The Scriptures tell us, “He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.”

Then God allowed Satan to afflict Job.  Job lost almost everything—all his livestock and servants, his ten children.  Then Job lost his health.  He was afflicted with hideous sores that covered him from his toes to the top of his head.  Job had but three things left: 1.) his life, at least what was left of it; 2.) friends that did not give him wise counsel; and 3.) his wife who encouraged Job to curse God and die.  Job did not do this.  Instead, he made a remarkable confession of faith: “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  

Centuries later, the Lord Jesus would repeat the truth that Job confessed.    Jesus told His disciples of all ages, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever believes in Me will never die” (John 11:25-26).  The risen Jesus proclaimed to His Church, “Be faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

This promise of the resurrection of Job himself and of Job’s Redeemer is what kept Job spiritually alive even as his world crumbled around him.  He knew that not only was this Word of God the object, or the focus, of his faith; but it was also the means by which his faith was sustained.  Job was sorely vexed.  He complained.  He moaned.  In all of it, however, he did not blame God.

The foundation of Job’s great hope was the Redeemer.  The Hebrew word is “Goel,” often used to describe the situation where a man had sold himself into slavery and the obligation to buy him back rested upon a kinsman, a relative.  Because of the Good News first proclaimed to Eve in the Garden—of the Promised Seed of the woman—Job was confident that his Kinsman-Redeemer, would buy him back from the slavery of sin and the bondage of death.  

In his confession of faith, “I know that my Redeemer lives,” Job is telling us at least three truths concerning his Redeemer.  First, he knew that his Goel was divine.  Job recognized that his redemption was not going to be from a man like himself.  The friends of Job were attempting to convince him that he was suffering God’s judgment because of a particular sin or sins that he had committed, that Job was getting exactly what he deserved.  But Job trusted in God’s mercy and grace.  He believed that God Himself would be His Redeemer.

Only God Himself could be our Redeemer.  God has sent His Son, not to punish us, but as the Kinsman to buy us back.  All of the punishment that we deserve from God was taken out on His Son when He died on the cross of Calvary for all of the sins of all people—past, present, and future.

Secondly, Job understands that his Redeemer is personal: “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  Job knew that his Redeemer is not just a god who has set the world in motion and departed.  Job knew, as Anna knew, and as you and I know by faith, that God is with us not only during the happy times of life, but especially when the days are dark and the future seems uncertain.  

Christ keeps us in our baptismal grace, sustains us with His Supper and is with us always to the end of the age.  His Word to you when you are hurting in body, soul and/or spirit is Good News. “Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy-laden; and I will give you rest.”  All of you.  Christ’s promise is personal.

Finally, Job understands and knows that his Redeemer is a living Redeemer.  Jesus is not a dead god like the stone cold Buddha or Baal ... not a dead man buried in the dust of the earth like Stalin or Smith.  Job knows that his Redeemer is not some theoretical or mystical deity on whom he throws himself as a last resort.  Job is completely confident that his Savior is alive and, “that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.”  

Job knew of the Savior to come and of the prophecies about His death and resurrection.  This kept him from collapsing under his severe sufferings and trials.  As Job looked ahead in faith to his Savior, he could for the moment forget his present troubles and in faith see what lay ahead for him after his life on earth had ended.  Job confessed, “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  Because his Redeemer would again arise from the dead and live, Job was confident that he too would be raised from the dead and he would see his Redeemer face-to-face.  

There are other passages in the Old Testament that also teach the resurrection from the dead.  When the Lord appeared to Moses in the burning bush, He identified himself by saying, “I am the God or your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:6).  

Jesus quoted that passage as proof of the resurrection when He spoke with the Sadducees, who denied that teaching: “About the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”


King David believed that he would be raised from the dead.  He expresses such faith in some of his psalms.  Addressing the Lord, he closes Psalm 17 with the beautiful words, “And I—in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness” (v. 15).  In those words David is not merely speaking of awaking from natural sleep the next morning; he is speaking of awaking from the sleep of death, after which he will see God, just as Job confesses that he will see God in the words of our text.


That David believed in the resurrection is also evident from his words after the death of his son.  God sent his prophet Nathan to confront David about his adultery with Bathsheba and to tell him that their child would die.  The child became seriously ill.  Deeply repentant, David fasted and pleaded with God to spare the infant’s life.  A week later, when he learned of his son’s death, David made a remarkable statement.  He said, “I will go to him, but he will not return to me.”  Those words surely express the hope of a reunion with the child after death.


In the last chapter of his book, Daniel prophesies the resurrection with words that are unmistakably clear: “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2).  There can be no question that those words clearly state that all the dead—believers and unbelievers—will be raised from the dead on the Last Day.


Jesus makes that abundantly clear when He tells the Jews, “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned” (John 5:28, 29).


As believers in the Old Testament times, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, and Daniel could in spirit join Job in confessing, “I know that my Redeemer lives.”  In the midst of a life filled with trials and troubles that was also Anna’s confession.  Those words can be the confession of every believer, including you and me, as we trust in Jesus for our salvation.  

Christ Jesus came to live for you, to die for you, to rise again for you ... all that you might hear that you are forgiven and redeemed.  With your mouth you sing “I know that my Redeemer lives” and with your tongue you confess “Christ is crucified;” and in your souls you believe that “Jesus is Risen.”  

You join the faithful in the Church, ones like Job and Anna, and confess: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!” 

This confession brings hope even in the most difficult times.  This confession brings faith in the midst of doubt.  This confession brings joy in the midst of mourning.  What a blessing it is to be able to confess: “I know that my Redeemer lives!”  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 

