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Pastor’s Ponderings

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).
Dear Christian friends,

Sometimes it’s good to get back to the basics. When the whirlwind of holiday events and celebrations is
over, it’s time to gather our wits and prepare for the coming year. Time to get our bearings. Time to
think afresh. Time to take stock of the past year, for some remembering its blessings, for others,
sorrowing over its setbacks.

Whether rejoicing or sorrowing, however, God is there with us. He laughs with us in our times of joy and
wipes away our tears of sadness. He is always here. He was here “in the beginning.” He created it all.
When “the earth was formless and empty, [ad] darkness was over the surface of the deep, ... the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be... And there was...” (Genesis 1:2,3).

All it takes is a word from God’s mouth and there it is. He created it, He owns it, and He loans it to us for
our use. And all the time, He is there with us; never will He leave us (Hebrews 13:5). This is no time for
regrets over the past, for God has forgiven and forgotten our sin. There is no cause for worry over what
the new year will bring, for God has already been there.

Each of us can make a new beginning; in fact, each day, each moment can be a new beginning. God
promises to provide for all our needs. Paul wrote, “And my God will meet all your needs according to
His glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). Believing this promise, we do not need to fear for
our futures, financial or otherwise. We do not need to store up wealth for some calamity. We can afford
to be generous givers because, as believers, we are covered by God’s promise to care for us.

By God’s grace, let us make that new beginning, then, living according to God’s plan for us and
managing the vast resources He has loaned to us to the best of our abilities, honoring Him in all we say, in
the way we live, and through our generous offerings as we work to make His name know. May God grant
this to us all. Amen!

God’s richest blessings in Christ!
Pastor Moeller

Lend A Hand... to Expand

Some congregations have experienced steady growth and need expanded facilities. Investments in
Church Extension provide low interest mortgage loans to congregations who need to build, remodel, or
expand their facilities to accommodate ministry. Your investment also earns interest for you and helps
you reach your savings goals.

Our SD District Church Extension Fund (CEF) is offering Term Certificates to our LCMS members,
which is currently paying interest rates between 3.25% and 4.5%. Be part of this ministry to build
churches through investments, make an investment today. For more information and to invest, see the
brochures on the greeter stand or contact SD Church Extension Fund at PO Box 89110, Sioux Falls, SD
57109 or call CEF’s toll free number 1-888-385-7330.



Men’s Monday Morning Bible Study

Each Monday morning at 6:00 a.m. we gather at Sunshine Foods in Hartford for Bible study. We are now
studying Leviticus, perhaps one of the least understood and appreciated books of the Bible. During the
coming weeks, we will examine how Leviticus points to the efforts of the thrice-holy God in dealing with
human sin through offerings and feasts, priesthood and blood atonement. Truly what one reads in
Leviticus is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Yet the richness of His person and work can be more fully
appreciated through the study of the types, symbols, and shadows found in Moses’ third book. All men of
the congregation are invited to join us!

Tuesday Evening Bible Study

On Tuesday evenings, from 7:00-8:00 p.m., we will meet to study various Bible lessons based upon the
“Our Life in Christ” series. Those teaching Sunday School will find this study helpful in their preparation
for teaching, as we carefully examine the coming week’s lesson. But everyone else is invited to attend as
well. Please consider taking part of this opportunity to grow in your Christian faith.

Bible Study of the Psalms

From the worship of the ancient children of Israel to the house gatherings of the early church, from the
writings of Martin Luther to the newly published hymns and praise songs of today, the psalms have
played a central role in the worship life of God’s people. Yet to many people, the psalms seem
inaccessible and foreign. The language is at times so far removed from our everyday speech that we are
left wondering exactly what the writer is trying to say. Many passages inspire comfort, but others seem
so harsh that one wonders why they are in the Bible at all.

Over the next couple of months we will study a sample of the Psalms in our Sunday morning (10:30 a.m.)
adult Bible study. This Bible study will introduce you to the language, teachings, and history of the
psalms so that this treasure chest of God’s riches will not remain inaccessible, but will be opened to you
and enrich your worship, personal devotions, and life. All adults are invited to join us each week!

Heaven and Hell

Some people ask quite glibly, “How can a loving God send good people to hell?” as if the reality of evil
logically justified the denial of God’s existence. Perhaps those asking such questions err not by going too
far, but by not going far enough. We must also ponder: “How can a just God allow sinners into heaven?’

Beginning January 4", our Lifelight Bible study will meet at 9:30 a.m. each Wednesday to study these
questions. Heaven and Hell uncovers common misunderstandings people have about biblical teaching on
life after death. It tells the awful truth about hell and describes the everlasting joy that awaits all who
trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior. We invite everyone to join us. If you have any questions or to make
sure we have materials for you, please speak to Pastor Moeller as soon as possible.

High School Bible Study — Evolution

The High School Bible study class is examining “Evolution: God’s Amazing Creation” and video series
“Journeys to the Edge of Creation” to better understand how the remarkable universe and the creatures all
around us are proof of intelligent, divine design. All High School aged students are invited to join in
exploring this fascinating topic each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Invite your friends!

Fit for Life

+ Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good people? If we

. all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations? Does God still speak

to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today? If these are questions that you
have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian
growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways. It is a course for those who are
interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to know what it really means to have a
relationship with Jesus Christ. We are beginning a new class soon. If you are interested in participating,
please speak with Pastor Moeller, about a time that would work well for you and/or your friends.




Stewardship Thoughts

“Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do.”

When you ask people what they think about when a new calendar year rolls around, one of the things that
comes up frequently is “making New Year’s resolutions.” The chances are pretty good that you who are

reading this article have already made some resolutions. Making resolutions can be a good practice since
most of us want to make some positive changes in our relationships, lifestyle, habits or behavior.

Christian stewards make a wise decision when they resolve to do the right things for the right reasons and
strive for excellence in all they do. A good beginning point for any resolution is to recall the two great
commandments that Jesus referred to in Matthew 22:37-40: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”

Actually the beginning point goes back even farther than that. St. Paul said it very well in Ephesians 2:8-
10: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” As Lutheran Christians we are very
good as pointing to the grace [undeserved love] of God as the real source of power and strength in our
lives. And that is fitting; however, verse 10 is crucial because it reminds us of the truth that God is at
work in our lives so that we do the good works He has prepared in advance for us to do. Christian
stewardship is more than believing; it is also about doing.

Consider adopting these statements as part of your New Year’s resolutions for living and giving:
“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church,
in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes. Therefore, maturing stewards do the
right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!”

A blessed New Year to you all!

IN THIS NEW YEAR, MAY WE NO
LONGER CONFORM TO THE
PATTERN OF THE WORLD, BUT
BE TRANSFORMED BY THE
RENEWING OF OUR MINDS.

“ . . .to be made new in the attitude of your
Qinds” (Ephesians 4:23).

Jeff & Carla Kalb

The Kalb’s just sent a Christmas card, which is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. They would
love to hear from you. Their address is: 8006 Leesburg Rd., Ft. Wayne, IN 46818. Their telephone
number is (260) 625-5567 and their email address is kalbl@earthlink.net.

Please remember that our congregation has been asked to contribute $2,500 per year for a portion of Jeff’s
seminary instruction. If you would like to help you may give your contributions in your weekly offerings
by giving a portion to the Future Church Worker fund.

Sermon Audio Tapes

The Trinity Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee has audiotapes of each Sunday sermon available.
These are great for use by the homebound, shut-in, nursing home residents, or to give to your unchurched
neighbor or family member. If you or someone you know would like to receive these tapes on a weekly
basis, please contact Brenda Erikson (363-3444) or Connie Geide (526-3840).



Fellowship Hall Wish List

(If you are interested in purchasing or helping to purchase any of the listed items,
please contact the Pastor or Facility Use Committee)

Pastor’s Office
e Desk
Desktop computer w/flat panel monitor or notebook computer
Inkjet printer
Office Chair
High speed wireless internet connection
Telephone
File cabinet
Waste basket
e Table and chairs for 4 people

Fellowship Area
o Tables
e Chairs
e Window sun shades
e Carpet for loft rooms ($800 - $1,100)

Hallway
e Waste basket
e Large bulletin board
o Display case
e Mail boxes
Classrooms
e Carpet for loft rooms
e Dividers installed

Outside
e Widen north end of parking area, remove stumps, gravel
¢ Retaining wall on north side, stairs to door, gravel parking area

SESD Lutheran For Life Soup Supper
The Southeast South Dakota Lutherans For Life will be holding their annual soup supper at 6:00 p.m. on
Sunday, January 22, 2006 at Trinity Lutheran Church,

The Rev. Dr. Raymond Hartwig, Secretary of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and former
President of the South Dakota District will be our speaker. We will also hear from a representative from
Alpha Center, a crisis pregnancy center in Sioux Falls. SESD LFL raised about $10,000 in this year’s
“Bike for Life” for the costs of operating the ultrasound at the Alpha Center. We will hear an update of
how God is using the ultrasound service at the Alpha Center to save the lives of babies and their mothers.

Everyone is welcome to come! It’s a wonderful opportunity for you to learn more about Lutherans For
Life and to be able to hear some inspiring speakers.

Holy Land Tour

Rev. Nabil Nour is organizing another tour to the Holy Land. The tour will depart from Minneapolis on
May 8, 2006. The price for the 11-day trip (including airfare, hotels, and two meals a day) is $2,640. On
one of the nights you will be the guest in his parents’ home in Haifa. The only expenses not covered are
the noon meal each day and spending money. For more information contact Pastor Nour (605-724-2489).



Pastor Appreciation Sunday
As the new year begins, the member of Trinity Lutheran have been enjoying some exciting times. As we
look at the many things happening at Trinity, the use of our new Fellowship Hall is near the top.

As in any group, you need someone the lead and direct the many things happening in the church. The
person at Trinity who has been doing a fine job of that is Pastor Moeller. Pastor Moeller has been
working hard to not only do the preaching and teaching that a Pastor does but to also be involved in
everything that happens at Trinity. The Elders at Trinity decided to provide cake and coffee to show
Pastor Moeller that we recognize the many things he does for our church. They told everyone except
Pastor Moeller and were able to surprise him with a Pastor appreciation Sunday at Trinity Lutheran.

Members of Trinity waiting in the Pastor Robert Moeller Jr. and his
new Fellowship hall for the cake. wife Aimee.

The Quotes Say It All
These are actual quotes from couples in this area who have attended a Lutheran Marriage Encounter
Weekend:
o “| looked forward to this weekend with positive expectations and was NOT disappointed. It is
making a difference in all areas of our lives.”
e “After many years of marriage, we learned to listen and accept each other’s feelings.” We found
healing and a new level of intimacy”
e “l am so glad we took the risk to make the Weekend!”
o “We were a stubborn team of horses, each pulling a different direction. Marriage Encounter
helped us pull together in the same direction and how our lives were enriched!

The next opportunity for a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend is March 3-5, 2006 in Sioux
Falls, SD at the Country Inn and Suites. Questions? Registration? Contact:

Milton and Donna Kaufman 605 651 3231 miltkauf@tnics.com
Pastor Bob and Aimee Moeller 605 526 3572  seelsorge8@aol.com




Trinity Lutheran Website
Have you checked out our website recently? Ben Matthies does a wonderful job of keeping it frequently
updated. You can find information about upcoming activities,
copies of weekly bulletins, the monthly newsletters, and
Pastor’s sermons. Check it out at trinitylutheran-
hartfordsd.org

The Baptism of Jack Bauer O’Neill 111

Baptized into the family of God in our worship service on
Sunday, December 18th was Jack Bauer O’Neill 111, the infant
son of Jack and Lisa (Carls) O’Neill, and brother of Taylor.
Local grandparents are DeWane and Joyce Carls. Witnesses
were George and Nicole Johnson, Travis and Mary Jo Graves.

Rent-A-Bum

The Men’s Club will be sponsoring our annual “Rent-a-Bum” dinner and
auction on Sunday, February 26" . The dinner will start at 12:00 noon and
the auction will follow at approximately 1:00 p.m. We have a number of
talented men who have agreed to work for 8 hours at a time agreed upon with
the highest bidder who has purchased them. This work can be done anytime
that is agreeable between the two parties as long as it is completed and paid
for by the end of October, so you might consider any projects that you have
planned for the next few months.

We would appreciate anyone who is able pay on that Sunday to do so, as all the proceeds from the dinner
and auction will be used for the Future Church Worker fund to support the education expenses of Jeff
Kalb at the seminary. At this date, we have met just under over half of the $2,500 that the seminary asks
each home congregation to provide for support.

Jeff and his family are planning on attending, and he will be preaching for our worship service that
morning. Anyone who wishes to donate 8 hours of labor as a “bum” should contact Pastor Moeller. We
ask that everyone else would consider the odd jobs you might need to have done around your home and
bid for one of our talented “bums.”

E-Mail Addresses for the Newsletter

The Stewardship Committee is collecting e-mail addresses for those would like to receive our monthly
newsletter electronically rather than through the mail. Those who choose this method will be able to
receive their newsletter more quickly and save the cost of postage as well. If you are interest in this
option please send your request to pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org

Church Council and Voter’s Meetings
The Church Council will be meeting on Friday, January 13" at 7:30 p.m. All committees, boards, and
groups are asked to have their annual reports turned into Secretary, June Snyder by that day.

The annual voter’s meeting will be held at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 22™. Everyone is encouraged
to attend. Included on the agenda will be the election of officers.

The 125" Anniversary Committee will be providing a meal before the meeting. Free will donations will
be used to defray expenses for the upcoming 125" anniversary celebration, including defraying the
expenses of former pastors who will be attending. Everyone from the congregation is invited to attend
this dinner. You need not bring anything!



“Who’s In Charge Here?”

Luther and the Reformation restored the doctrine of the universal priesthood of all believers, as taught in
the Scriptures, to its rightful place in the church. Yet, this restoration continues to raise many questions—
especially questions pertaining to the relationship of the priesthood of believers to the Office of the Holy
Ministry. Lutheran Christians, aware of Luther’s emphasis on the priesthood of all believers, have
questioned their role in the church and the relationship of their “priesthood” to the pastoral office.

In addition to these concerns, we find that, especially at this time, the Office of the Holy Ministry is being
questioned, scrutinized, and criticized both within and outside the church. In former days the Office of
the Holy Ministry seemed to have more respect in the community—respect from Christians, as well as
from those outside the community of faith. But now many factors, including scandals among well-known
clergy, have led to an erosion of respect. A “hire and fire” attitude toward the clergy as little more than
“employees.” Questions arise about “the divine call” and its termination.

The Theological Conferences scheduled for January 2006 seek to address some of these concerns as they
clarify from Scripture the unique relationship between God’s priest and those He has called and appointed
to serve as pastors. Members will also have a renewed appreciation of their Christian vocation lived in
daily life. Under the theme” “Who’s in Charge Here” A Look at the Office of the Holy Ministry and the
Priesthood of All Believers” we will consider our scriptural and confessional understanding of these two
doctrines.

The nearest theological conference will be held Sunday, January 15, 2006 at Sioux Falls Lutheran School,
Sioux Falls, from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. The presenter will be the Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala, President, North
Dakota District, LCMS. A light meal will be served at each location. There will be no charge for the
conference, but a free will offering will be received to help cover the costs of the meal and conference.

Nominations for Officers
The following have been nominated for position as officers of the church council in the elections, which
will be held at the annual voters meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2006 at 12:30 p.m.

Elder: Orrin Geide, Keith Rueter, Dale Snyder
Secretary: JoOAnn Matthies, June Snyder

Financial Secretary: Carlene Barber, Mary Krizan
Fifth Member: Archie Wolfe, Bryan Kelley, Bert Carls
Trustee: Rod Hohn, Melvin Matthies, Denny Plagman

Stewardship Committee Meeting

The Stewardship Committee will be meeting Saturday, January 7" at 9:00 a.m. We will be planning for a
year-round stewardship program. Anyone who is interested in learning more about how to grow as a
steward and help train others in stewardship is invited to attend.

The 125" Anniversary Committee
Excerpts from the first news letter published by Pastor Oberhue

Jan. 1931: Dwane , Charles , Son of W.C. Matthies born Dec. 19, Baptized Dec. 28.
(Dwane is still a member today.)

Jan 1932: Mr. and Mrs. Henry Phillip remembered the Pastors family with 9 doz. Eggs!

Pastor’s note: “If trouble comes make a place for her in your home, but do not introduce her to all of your
friends.”

Pastors note: “Wherever you go, never go where you’d fear God’s question---- “What doest thou here?”



STEWARDSHIP DEVOTION
“Plan for Eternity”

Scripture Readings:

"He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has
also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot
Jfathom what God has done from beginning to end”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).

"The hour has come for you to wake up from your
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when
we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is
almost here” (Romans 13:11b-12a).

Thoughts:

The New Year has arrived and, with it, reflections on the past and plans for the future. Are we
planning for one year or for eternity? It is wise to plan for this life, but it is important to do so
with an eye toward those things that are of eternal value. Let us work not just to provide for our
families, but to provide for the mission and ministry of our churches, that the Word of God might
be made known to all, that all may begin to "fathom what God has done from beginning to end."

Time is of the essence. Because it's been almost 2000 years since Christ's Ascension, we
sometimes lose sight of that fact. Each day brings us closer to His coming again, but, for many,
that day will not come in their lifetimes. It is imperative for us as stewards to use all our resources
to baptize, teach, and disciple. "The night is nearly over.” Whether or not this will be the year we
see Christ descending from the clouds, it will see many whose time on earth is ended. As we face
the beginning of a new year, let us begin anew to commit our hearts and minds to things of eternal

significance.
Discussion Thoughts:

1. In light of the brevity of time, what improvements can you make in the stewardship of the
time God has given you?

2. How can your church equip its members to be better stewards of the Gospel?

Prayer:

Dear heavenly Father, thank You for Your Word and, through it, the sure hope of eternal
life. Forgive us when we take each day for granted and put off until tomorrow the task of
reaching, teaching, and discipling. "Let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor
of light” (Romans 13:12b). Through Christ we pray. Amen.



