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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Dear Christian friends; 
 

During the next month, from January 5th through the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday 
(February 16th), we will observing Epiphany, one of the oldest seasons in the Christian 
Church Year, second only to the Easter season.  This season of lights emphasizes 
Jesus’ manifestation (or epiphany, from the Greek epiphaneia) as God and man.  The 
earliest Christians called the feast of the Epiphany (January 6th) the Theophany 
(“revelation of God”).  When the Gentile Magi come to worship Jesus, they show 

everyone now has access to God.  Now all people, Jew and Gentile, can come to God’s temple to 
worship, because Jesus is the new temple: God in the flesh. 
 

The season of Epiphany may include as many as nine Sundays (seven this year), depending on the date of 
Easter.  It is marked at the beginning and at its end by two important feasts of Christ.  On the First Sunday 
after the Epiphany, the Church celebrates the Baptism of Our Lord (January 10th this year).  The Father 
sent Jesus to bear the sins of the world.  So Jesus steps down into baptismal waters so that He can soak up 
the sins of the world: He is baptized into our sins, so that our Baptism might be into His death and 
resurrection for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

The Transfiguration, celebrated on the last Sunday in the Epiphany season (February 14th this year), is a 
significant and uniquely Lutheran contribution to the Christian calendar.  This festival commemorates the 
moment on the Mount of Transfiguration when three of Jesus’ disciples glimpsed their Lord in divine 
splendor, seeing Him at the center of the Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah).  Jesus proclaimed to His 
disciples, then and now, that He was the long-awaited one who had come to die for the sins of the world 
and to be raised again in glory. 
 

In the Gospel lessons from the weeks in between these two festivals Jesus is revealed as our Savior—both 
God and man—in small increments and stages.  At the wedding of Cana we will see this son of Mary 
perform His first miraculous sign—changing water into wine (John 2:1-11).  Then He will be rejected in 
His hometown Nazareth as He applies Isaiah’s prophecy to His own ministry (Luke 4:16-30).  In 
Capernaum, Jesus will astonish the people with His teaching and miraculous works of exorcism and 
healing (Luke 4:31-44).  And we will see Jesus call His first disciples and reveal Himself as Lord with the 
miraculous catch of fish (Luke 5:1-11).  In each of these lessons, we will once again have the opportunity 
to grow in our faith and understanding of Jesus’ work and Word.  Week by week, we will follow Jesus as 
He begins and continues His journey to Jerusalem to give His life for our salvation. 
 

Please join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we gather to hear this Word of God and receive the 
blessings of His Sacraments, for it is in these means of grace, Christ comes to us to bring us peace and 
reconciliation with God and man. 
  

In Christ! 
        Pastor Moeller 
 

Individual Confession & Absolution 
With the historic Church, we maintain the practice of offering Individual Confession & Absolution.   
Each month in the newsletter, times when Pastor will be in his office to hear your confession and give you 
God’s absolution.  Otherwise you may make an appointment.  You may look at the rite of Individual 
Absolution in Luther’s Small Catechism in preparation. 
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Stewardship Thoughts  
Happy New Year!  Isn’t it great to be able to start all over with a new year!  It gives us the opportunity to 
put the troubles and failures of the past behind us and look forward to a new year with joyful anticipation. 
This is especially true for us as God’s children.  Jarsoslav Vajda, a noted Lutheran hymn writer, translated 
these words of a New Year’s hymn: 
 

Now greet the swiftly changing year 
With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  With thanks embrace 
Another year of grace. 

 

God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! 
To all our pleas incline Your ear; 
Upon our lives rich blessing trace 

In this new year of grace. (LSB 896:1,7) 
 

As God’s stewards we are reminded that we don’t get a fresh start only on the first day of a new year.  
Instead we get a fresh start every day knowing that in Christ all that is wrong has been forgiven and with 
the power of the Holy Spirit we are equipped to move forward in our free and joyous management of all 
of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.  What we include in all of life and life’s resources is 
described by the hymn writer Frances Havergal with these memorable words: 
 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry power as Thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all, for Thee. (TLH 441  LSB 783::1,4,6) 

 

These verses from that beloved hymn remind us that our whole life is to be dedicated to God so that we 
use our time, talents and financial resources in ways that bring honor to Him and produce many blessings 
for those around us.  As we begin this new year let’s remember that we are God’s redeemed stewards 
who, in cooperation with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage 
all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.   
 

Cleaning List Updated 
You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning the church has changed.  
Instead of two families per week, there are usually three.  The cleaning duties for the 
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updated as well.  When it is 
your turn to clean, please speak with the other families on the list to determine who will 
do what area.  You may find the list of cleaning duties on the bulletin boards in the 
church nave and fellowship hall.   

 

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the church is done on a voluntary basis.  Everyone 
is given the opportunity to help.  If you have not been included and would like to help please contact the 
church office.  If circumstances have changed (such as health or work schedule) and you are not able to 
help, please contact the church office.   
 

If you wish to hire someone to clean, Tammie Eggebraaten is available.  You can call her at 940-9028.   
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How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran  
We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and 
adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member 
Orientation classes.   
 

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways: 
• The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 
• A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another 

Lutheran congregation. 
• Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not 

been active in their former church. 
 

Fit For Life  
Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we 
all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak 
to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?   
 

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an 
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful 

ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to 
know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller.  We have several classes going and will be 
starting a new class in December. 
 

Lutheran Confessions Reading Group 
Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confessions?  Is the study of our Confessions 
only for 7th and 8th grade students in Catechism class?  For that matter, what are the Lutheran 
Confessions?  The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements of 
faith that we use as a basis of what we believe.  Far more than mere historical documents, they are still 
viewed today by Confessional Lutherans as a definitive statement of what it means to be Christian and 
Lutheran.  Since we believe that the Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are 
a summary of the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must 
be judged. 
 

Our Lutheran Confessions Reading Group meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  In this class, we read from 
the Bible and Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions.  Class members have the opportunity to learn more 
about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.  Everybody is invited to 
join us! 
 

Men’s Bible Study on Hebrews 
The Book of Hebrews is one of the most profound books of the New Testament.  If you are looking for 
solid food instead of baby food, you’ll enjoy the study of this book.  This first-century letter is heavy on 
theology and is filled with all kinds of practical applications for Christian life in this century.  But above 
all, it points us to the Fulfillment of Faith—Jesus Christ—the one who saves us and empowers us to live 
the new life! 
 

All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and studying 
this fascinating book of the Bible. 
 
TLC Bible Study 

Each Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible passages for upcoming Sunday School, 
preschool, and daycare lessons.  Everyone is invited to join us!  If you would like to attend, but would 
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pastor Moeller. 
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Lifelight Bible Study on Daniel 
In the introductory notes to the Book of Daniel in The Lutheran Study Bible we read this fascinating 
summary of this historic and prophet book: 

He sits up suddenly, drenched with sweat.  His heart pounds as he tries to catch his 
breath.  The events of his dream seemed so real and yet so very strange.  Though moats, 
walls, and hundreds of guards surround his bedchamber, they cannot secure him from his 
dreams.  The prophet Daniel recounts dreams of kings and kingdoms.  He shows how no 
ruler on earth is out of reach of the God of heaven.  The hand of the Most High measures, 
weighs, and moves the hearts of men for the sake of people.  By grace, He establishes an 
everlasting kingdom through His Anointed One, Jesus, the Christ (7:13-14; 9:24,26). 

 

The Book of Daniel is a favorite of many pastors and teachers that you will find scattered among the 
channels of your cable or broadcast television programming.  Sadly, most of them overinterpret the 
symbolism of Daniel’s prophecies as they look for particular signs of fulfillment in our current time 
(which always have to be readjusted when they fail to come to pass).  In so doing, they miss Daniel’s 
example as a great leader of God’s people who devoted himself to God’s Word amid the disappointments 
and temptations of exile.  Even worse, the miss the most important message: your God reigns, and He 
works to deliver you from evil, especially in His Son, Jesus, the Anointed One (9:24-26). 
 

Please join our Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. as we explore this fascinating 
Old Testament book. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Lord’s Supper 
“You believe what about the Lord’s Supper?” 
 

“I know. It’s hard to explain. But that’s what Jesus says.” 
 

“Oh, come on! That’s just your interpretation.” 
 

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to 
explain their beliefs and practices.  Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” 
of the doctrines of the church, they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to 
share the “why.”  When confronted with different doctrines, they cannot clearly state 
their faith, much less understand the differences between denominations. 

 

Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid 
opportunities to share what they have learned from Christ and His Word.  The Lutheran Difference Bible 
study series will identify how Lutherans differ from other Christians and demonstrate from the Bible why 
Lutherans differ.  These studies will prepare Lutherans to share their faith and help non-Lutherans 
understand the Lutheran difference. 
 

All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. as we study the 
wonderful gift Christ has given us in His Sacrament of the Altar, the Lord’s Supper. 
 

Issues, Etc. 
ROMANS RADIO SERIES…Why did Martin Luther call the Book of 
Romans the “purest Gospel?”  Are we saved by faith alone or by faith and 
works?  When the apostle Paul refers to himself as a “wretched man” was he 
talking before or after his conversion?  Tune in this week to Issues, Etc. for a 
five-part daily series on The Book of Romans.  You can listen live or on-
demand at www.issuesetc.org.  Issues, Etc. is radio talk show hosted by 
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio. 
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A Longer Look at the Lessons 
Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons.  This Bible 
study based on the lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about each week’s readings 
and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riches of the weekly lessons while providing an 
opportunity for thought and personal application. 
 

Newsletter on-line 
Many people are not aware that Trinity’s monthly newsletter is available via email or at our website 
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org .  One of the advantages of the online edition is colored photos.  It is 
also much easier to forward to friends or neighbors.  Another advantage is cost savings—there is no 
postage.  If you would be interested in receiving your monthly newsletter via email, you may contact 
Pastor at pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org . 
 
Life: A Better Choice 
“Life: A Better Choice” is an educational advertising campaign 
sponsored by Lutherans For Life of South Dakota.  We hope to 
broadcast on statewide television a series of ads that deal with 
important life issues honestly, but sensitively and tactfully.   
 

Our goals are: 
• to encourage individuals and to influence our culture to 

make a better choice when it comes to life issues. 
 

• to create an awareness of the mission and work of 
Lutherans For Life. 

 

• to share the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ with those who are experiencing the guilt and 
despair associated with past sins related to life choices. 

 

• to raise $50,000 each year, which could purchase more than 7,500 ads on statewide broadcast 
television. 

 

Please send your donations to: 
 

 “Life: A Better Choice” 
 PO Box 193 
 Armour, SD  57313 
 

Checks may be made payable to:  
SD Lutherans For Life 

 

For more information check out our website: www.lutheransforlifesd.org 
 

The Baptism of Logan James Puthoff 
Logan James Puthoff, the infant son of Adam and 
Emilee Puthoff, was baptized into the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ on Saturday, December 
19th here at Trinity.  His sponsor is Noreen Wipf.  We 
welcome Logan into God’s family and our family 
here at Trinity. 
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Remember to Call 
Remember to give your church & pastor a call if you are: 

• going to the hospital   
• facing challenges  
• in need of prayer 
• having a baby 

 

Treasury of Daily Prayer 
Treasury of Daily Prayer is a comprehensive Lutheran resource for daily devotions from 
Concordia Publishing House.  Everything you need for a rich devotional time is included—
daily Scripture lessons, liturgy, prayers, and writings.  If you are interested in ordering your 
own copy or just getting more information, please speak to Pastor Moeller. 
 

Morning Prayer 
Looking for a great way to jumpstart your daily devotions?  Each weekday morning at 7:30 a.m., we will 
be praying the service of Morning Prayer from Treasury of Daily Prayer.  Anyone is invited to join us 
whenever your schedule permits. 
 

SD Lutherans For Life Conference 

Come “Celebrate the Abundant Life” at the annual Life Conference, featuring Dr. James I. Lamb, director 
of national Lutherans For Life (LFL). He will base his Saturday morning keynote address on John 10:10, 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full.”  Lamb’s afternoon workshop is titled, “Following the Shepherd into the Valley of Death.” This is 
NOT a workshop on death and dying. It’s about following the 
Shepherd into the “valley of death” that is our culture.  What do followers of the Shepherd have to offer 
to one another and to society that can make a difference? 
 

Everyone is invited to join us Saturday, Jan. 30, 2010, at Faith Lutheran Church in Pierre. Doors open 
with registration from 8:30 to 9 a.m. The workshop will conclude at 2:30 p.m. (You do NOT have to be a 
member to attend. Just come and learn!) 
 

The annual meeting for LFL members will follow the conference at approximately 2:30 p.m. Two 
members from each chapter are asked to come and represent their chapter. Nominations are being 
accepted for three positions whose terms have concluded on the state board. Please contact Lynette Auch 
at 605-364-7318 or lynetteauch@gmail.com if you are interested in being nominated to a LFL of South 
Dakota State Board position. You must be an active, paid member of national LFL to be in an office 
position of any kind at the chapter or state level. Snow date will be Saturday, Feb. 6, 2010. 
 
Church Council meeting & Annual Voters Meeting 
The church council will be meeting on Sunday, January 10th at 6:00 p.m.  All annual reports are due to 
Secretary, JoAnn Matthies before that date.  We will be setting the agenda for our annual voters meeting, 
which is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th at 1:00 p.m.  There will be potluck dinner preceding the 
meeting at 12:00 noon. 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 
New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 
9:30 am Worship 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
7:00  pm Men’s  
         Club meeting 

4 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

5 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:00 am Chapel at  
        Tieszen Home 
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

6 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  

7 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
             Study 
6:30 pm Elders  
              meeting 

8 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

9 

10 
8:30 am Private 
            Confession 
9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
6:00 pm Church  
     Council meeting 

11 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

12 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

13 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
1:30 pm LWML 
5:30 pm Catechism  
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  

14 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
             Study 

15 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

16 

17 
9:30 am Worship 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
1:00 pm Men’s  
      Club volleyball 
6:00 pm SESD  
  LFL Soup Supper 

18 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

19 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

20 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  

21 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Circuit  
      Pastors meeting  
                at Menno 
 

22 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
             Study 

23 
4:00 pm Family 
              Night 

24 
8:30 am Private 
            Confession 
9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
12:00 noon Potluck 
1:00 pm Annual  
       Voters meeting 

25 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

26 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

27 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  

28 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
             Study 

29 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

30 
                  SD LFL  
         Conference at  
           Faith, Pierre 

31 
9:30 am Worship 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 

      

January 2010 
Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers, 

& Acolytes 
 

Head Elder: Archie Wolfe 
 
Sunday, January 3rd        

Cleaners:   Talis & Laura Johnson, Tim & Kathy  
  Totton, Andy & Tammie Eggebraaten 
Greeters:  Talis & Laura Johnson  
Head Usher: Colin Kelley 
Acolyte: Brady Johnson 
 
Sunday, January 10th           
Cleaners:   Ken & Robin Kleba, Archie & Lisa  
  Wolfe, Barb Muchow 
Greeters: Ken & Robin Kleba  
Head Usher: Colin Kelley 
Acolyte: John Funk 
 
Sunday, January 17th          

Cleaners:   Denny & Walt Plagman, Chuck & Debbie 
  Nelson, Tim & Dawn Slowey 
Greeters: Tim & Dawn Slowey 
Head Usher: Colin Kelley 
Acolyte: Jholayne Halverson 
 
Sunday, January 24th          
Cleaners:   Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff, Pastor &  
  Aimee Moeller, Jessi Moeller 
Greeters: Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff 
Head Usher: Colin Kelley 
Acolyte: Abby Totton 
 
Sunday, January 31st         
Cleaners:   Orrin Geide, Earle & Connie Geide,  
  Matthew Anderson,  Steve & LeAnna  
  Oligmueller 
Greeters: Steve & LeAnna Oligmueller 
Head Usher: Colin Kelley 
Acolyte: Lindsey Eggebraaten 
 
Sunday, February 7th         

Cleaners:   Dwane & Audrey Matthies, Randy  
  Matthies, Ashley Matthies, Rodney & Joy  
  Hohn 
Greeters: Randy Matthies, Ashley Matthies 
Head Usher:  
Acolyte: Ellie Krizan 


