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Pastor’'s Ponderings

Dear Christian friends,

Does Scripture take marriage seriously? Judging from the ¢@ridplacement of
marriage within Scripture it certainly does! The Bible begins witharriage (Genesis
K 1:28; 2:20-24) and ends with a marriage feast (Revelation 19:6—-10). Two Old
iyl Testament books—Song of Solomon and Ruth—deal extensively withakierghip
PASTOR of husband and wife. In the Old Testament, God is the divine Huslb&tisl loride,

Israel. In the New Testament, Christ is the divine Huslo@htls bride, the new Israel,
the Church. The Fourth, Sixth, and Tenth Commandments particulatlyitle the relationships created
and nurtured by marriage and the family.

While the Bible affirms the value of persons whom God hasialty called to a single life, it presumes
and is permeated with stories about and instructions for man, womarilandlicdescribes the joys and
heartaches of husband and wife and the pleasures and the painsngf dedniaising children. The
central theme of the Scriptures—a divine Father sends His Son in@tliketo be born of a virgin
mother—is the truth to which every page of Scripture leads.

Yet Christians, at least in the West, seem blind to this biblical asmphnd mute to discussing marriage
and the family on the basis of the biblical text. For some, the aytbbdivine revelation recorded in
the Bible and expressed in the created order has been replaced by psydéology and sociology.
Meanwhile, in the public square, the traditional fare of marriageily, and community has been traded
for a mess of individualist pottage.

But the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions have a great deal to sayretvoage and the family.
Martin Luther’s insight that marriage is not a sacrament éra gift of the created order had
profound, positive implications for married life in the Christi#@est. If marriage and family could be
viewed—as Luther viewed them—as God’s gifts (and not mere§opat rights subject to changing
public opinion), society might see a renewed appreciation of rgaraiad the family.

In recognition of the important of marriage and the family, veebeginning a new Bible study for our
high school students and adults, appropriately called “The Lutheftanddice: Marriage & Family.”
Each week will be looking at what the Bible has to say about th# gift and building block of society.
Please plan on joining us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

In Christ!
Pastor Moeller

P.S. For more details see the article on “Marriage and Fatimélyis included elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Summer Sunday School

We will be having a summer Sunday School program each week, featuring friol theKid's
Crossingtelevision program and enrichments activities provided from thén$xakota District. Anyone
who would be willing to volunteer to help with this class shouldkpe Christian Growth chairperson,
Aimee Moeller.



Stewardship Thoughts

On July Fourth we pause as a nation to reflect on the meaning opé&imdience Day.” The Declaration
of Independence was written to begin the process of gaining frefediontoeing a colony of England and
chart our own course as a nation. But freedom is not something thainyoly declare and it happens.
Our freedom is something that was purchased at a high priom tke time of the Revolutionary War to
our war today in the Middle East many brave men and women hawbéddidives on the line to fight for
and defend our freedom as citizens of the United States of AaneFlwousands upon thousands of those
brave soldiers shed their blood and gave up their tomorrowsisavéican be freed to live our todays and
tomorrows in the greatest country in the world and enjoy freedaasnillions of people in the world

can only dream about. As that old saying goes, ‘freedom is not fitgis.fitling and proper for us to
remember and honor those who have given their all not just on JulyhbBarthroughout the year. They
made the ultimate sacrifice so that we can be free! We alseltito remember and honor our brave
men and women who continue to put their lives on the line so thatawyée free to live.

It is also fitting and proper for us to remember and appreciatgpimtual freedom from sin, death and
eternal condemnation. That freedom is not something that theesdtargny in the world could obtain.
That freedom is not something that we can earn or even deseivéhel free gift of God who loved the
world so much that He gave up His one and only Son who shed His holy prblmod so that we might
have a peace that passes all human understanding and freedom that fatl éternity.

Ouir fitting and proper response for all that God has done for us in @hasive our lives in ways that
honor Him and bless others. We call that proper response to GodGhagtan stewardship. As
redeemed stewards we, in cooperation with and encouragéme fellow redeemed stewards, freely
and joyfully manage all of life and life’s resources for God'’s pugpo<5od delights in loving and giving
and sends us His Holy Spirit to empower us to also grow in ourg@fieod and others and our giving
of time, talent, treasure and any of the other blessings God hastedtio us.

“Lord of glory, You have bought us with Your life blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust You boldly, hope to stay our souls on You;

But, oh best of all Your graces, with Your love our love renew.” (I85B)

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptizadts;mhildren, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to comeab@meNew Member
Orientation classes.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Chunabne of the following ways:
€ The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirméeeibutheran Church.
€ A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to trengbur membership from another
Lutheran congregation.

€ Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a tamhehurch but have not
been active in their former church.

Fit For Life
4 Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happedtoepple? If we
- i all use the same Bible why are there so many differenti@ations? Does God still speak

| 4 to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

T If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend ‘IHfefio Christ,” an
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of Gadw and meaningful
ways. Itis a course for those who are interested in mempensbturr church, or for anyone who wants to
know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.

If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller. Whenstarting a new class soon.



Lutheran Confessions Reading Group

Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confe8sisrihe study
of our Confessions only for"7and &' grade students in Catechism class? For that
matter, what are the Lutheran Confessions?

The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 spaigaiests
of faith that we use as a basis of what we believe. Far morenanhistorical
documents, they are still viewed today by Confessional Luthesaagiefinitive
statement of what it means to be Christian and Lutheran. ®mobelieve that the
Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scriptune ase a summary of
the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and praxctiar churches must be judged.

At Trinity Lutheran Church, we are beginning a Confessions Reading @Gueaup Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
In this class, we will read from the Bible and the Book of Cathc@lass members will have the
opportunity to learn more about our sacred faith and grow in letmel and faith in God's Holy Word.
We will be reading fronConcordia: The Lutheran ConfessionBverybody is invited to join us!

Confirmation Pictures

We would like have pictures of all the confirmands and the pagtorconfirmed them during the last
128 years. We will put them in the picture book cabinet and will update 1t gear. If you have
pictures, please bring them to Kathy Totton or Donna Vogt. If you wikddHem returned, we will
make copies and give them back to you.

Cleaning List Updated

You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning thehchas changed.
Instead of two families per week, there are usually thrée clleaning duties for the
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updatdtl a&/nen it
iS your turn to clean, please speak with the other families orsttte liletermine
who will do what area. You may find the list of cleaning duties on tHetlul
boards in the church nave and fellowship hall.

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the chuddnison a

voluntary basis. Everyone is given the opportunity to help. If you haivieeen included and would like
to help please contact the church office. If circumstanceas dtsanged (such as health or work schedule)
and you are not able to help, please contact the church office.

If you wish to hire someone to clean when it is their turn, Tammie Eggebnaadvailable. You can call
her at 528-6628. If anyone else would be interested in cleaning, pleaset tbe church office.

TLC Bible Study

Each Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible pa&sagesoming Sunday School,
preschool, and daycare lessons. Everyone is invited to join us! Voold like to attend, but would
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pasteill&to

Lifelight Bible Study on Acts

St. Luke, in his introduction to the Book of Acts writes: “In my forineok, Theophilus, | wrote about

all that Jesubeganto do and to teach until the day that He was taken up to heavhis.’s€éls the stage
for Luke’s second boo, Acts, which details how Jesus continued to beliwithurch as they continued
to share His Gospel with the world.

The Book of Acts records the events that testify to the power of theSialit working in and through
the church to gather, equip, and enliven its members so tipegoglle might receive God's gift of eternal
life through Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.

Please join our Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday morning at :78(aa.we explore this fascinating
book of the New Testament.



Marriage and Family
Life-long commitment. Man and woman. Children. Society.
MARAIRGE AND FAIILY RESYS many opinions. What dmu believe?

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often steuggéxplain their beliefs
and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” leédaut doctrines,
they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the *viWen
confronted with different doctrines, some cannot clestdte their faith. Based on God'’s
Word, as faithfully reflected in the Lutheran Confessions,dtudy will help you to state
clearly what you believe.
Chapters include:

€ Foundation in Creation
Unique and Distinct
Biblical Intimacy
Exercising Faith and Love
More Than Romance
Leaving a Legacy

This study includes a glossary of terms, comparison sectionsrghtve beliefs of various
denominations and church bodies, a practice quiz for distinguishimguhd Gospel, and an appendix of
orthodox Lutheran teaching. In addition, we will be including a timedgudision on “same-sex
marriage.”

All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.
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Men s Bible Study: Prayer: We Speak to God

fes oosp Spirituality is a common term today, but what does it mean? @dtmright answer,
Lutheran Spiritualitydirects adult Bible study participants to God's Wdrdtheran
Spirituality explores the Bible, LutherSmall Catechismand the Lutheran hymnal as
integral resources for living out our faith in a spiritually coetits-and sometimes
confusing—world. In His Word, the Lord teaches His believers ta pitayg through
prayer, and His grace, that we can approach His throne withraige pconfessions,
fears...everything!

This study, written by Dr. John Kleinig, encourages particip@ntsjoice in prayer as a
great privilege, to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit as ey, to approach God
the Father in prayer with faith in Jesus as their Intercessmmintwith the congregation in praying for the
world, and so much more. Sessions include:

€ Our Secret Vocation
The Intercession of Jesus
The Gift of Prayer
Praying with Jesus
Complaining

€ Congregational Prayer
All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00a@.breakfast and studying
this fascinating topic.
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Children and Worship from Issues, Etc.

What is the best way to get young children involved in the worship servibés and many other
guestions are answered in this segment from Issues, Etd ‘@@iigdren and Worship.” Host Todd
Wilken interviews Cantor Phil Magness about a proper Bibépglroach to incorporate children in our
weekly worship service. Pastor Moeller has copies of this anogvailable on cd. Just ask him for your
own copy!



Issues, Etc.

THE RADIO VOICE OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH FOR THE 21ST CENTURY...2my of these
topics interest you?: Judgment Day, Lutheranism & The Civil War,Thieelogy of the Cross, The Birth
of John the Baptist, Children & Worship and more. Issues, Eaaadio talk show hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio. You t&ants what you want when you
want at www.issuesetc.org.

Church Picnic

The Men'’s Club is sponsoring a church picnic on Sunday, Augyst 2
beginning at noon. Hamburgers and hotdogs will be furnished. Bring your
¥ favorite salad or dessert!
* Plan to stay all afternoon. Invite your friends and neighbordrtdgo the

day. We will be setting up the volleyball net and playing horseshoes and
other outdoor games.

A Longer Look at the Lessons

Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readiitgsw.onger Look at theessons This Bible
study based on the lectionarylintheran Service Bogbrovides information about each week’s readings
and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riclies weekly lessons while providing an
opportunity for thought and personal application

Baptism of Abbott Robert Moeller

Abbott Robert Moeller, infant son of Marissa
Moeller and Joshua Christiansen was baptized
into the family of God on Sunday, June 7, 2009
Abbott’s sponsors are his aunt and uncle, Nate
and Katie Pickard. Maternal grandparents are
Pastor Robert and Aimee Moeller.

Welcome to the Ullerich Family
Mark, Melissa, Reece and Jace Ullerich moved to
Hartford in August of 2008. They relocated from
rural Watertown, where they were members of Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church.

Mark and Melissa were married in 1996 in
Sisseton, after both graduating from South Dakota
State University. Mark, a native of Omaha, went
on and received his Masters in ruminant nutition
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Reece was born in 2001 in Lincoln, Nebraska and
will be attending third grade in Humboldt. He
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enjoys riding horses, sports, and art.
Jace was born in 2002 in Davenport, lowa and will be attending fadedn Hartford. Jace loves
baseball, Star Wars and horses.

The family moved back to South Dakota in 2003 and raises registengerdwases and cattle with
Melissa’s father. Currently, Mark works with the family rageid is a stay-at-home dad and Melissa is a
marketing and communications consultant with Valero Renewalglis.Forhey enjoy riding, camping,

are avid Husker fans—"Go Huskers!”



“Follow the Lamb” Vacation Bible School

We held our Vacation Bible School on Jurfed
June 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., with over 80
children in attendance. Our theme was “Follow
the Lamb.” We learned about how the Christians
in the early church worshiped and shared their
faith during very difficult times. We learned how
the church year recognizes some of the most
significant events of Jesus’ life. In addition to
crafts and games that went back to tHeéntury,
we learned a bunch of hymns and songs that span
the life of the church, from its early years up to
day. We learned that the important thing about
hymns and songs in church is that they teach
about Christ and His work of salvation for us.
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