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Pastor’s Ponderings

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This last year, our congregation took a great leap of faith and voted to increase our annual commitment to
the District Missions from $4,300.00 to a tithe (10% of our current income) of $7,300.00. This is an
average of a little over $140.00 per week. By God’s grace, we are currently on pace to meet that goal.
But since most of our Lenten service offering go to Missions, our year-to-date giving figure is a little
distorted and we will need to increase our weekly giving to keep on pace with our goal. As you consider
the giving of your tithes and offerings please keep this important area in mind.

While most of us think of missions as sending missionaries into the jungles and wild country, there really
is much more to it. While much of the mission offerings are used for just that, the money that we send to
the South Dakota District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is also used for funding mission efforts
right here in our state, like the new church at Risen Savior in Tea, missionaries to the deaf and Native
Americans. The mission offerings also help the District provide resources for teaching stewardship,
evangelism, youth ministry, and other programs. A significant portion is used to help fund the
educational costs of those who are studying to be professional church workers (pastors, teachers,
Directors of Christian Education, etc.). A relatively small portion is used for administration of the
District office, to pay for upkeep and equipment and to pay the hard workers who provide support and
guidance for our congregations. And a significant portion is sent on to the Synod for similar programs
and expenses.

We’ve been blessed in our District to have very good stewards on our Board of Directors and working in
our District office. To give you a better picture of our District’s allocation of these Mission dollars, I’ve
included a Budget Chart of Unrestricted Expenses for the Fiscal Year 2005 from the South Dakota
District LC-MS in this newsletter.

Thank you for your continuing commitment to the Mission of Christ—to share His Gospel with men,
women, and children of all nations!

God’s richest blessings in Christ!

Dastor Moeller

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin soon. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:

e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.

o Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not been
active in their former church.



Simply Giving

The Trinity Stewardship Committee would like to introduce a new program that could help you in your
giving of your tithes and offerings. Through Simply Giving, your tithes and offering are made through a
pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You determine the frequency of your automatic
gifts—weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly—the option is yours. Your gift is deposited into the church’s
bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.

Simply Giving is a reliable, safe way from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to move your stewardship
plan into action. To participate, all you need to do is fill out a simple form that is available at the greeter
stand or from the members of the Trinity Stewardship Committee (John Barber, Tim Totton, Mary
Krizan, Aimee Moeller, or Amy Valdes). If you have any other questions they are willing to help you.

Fit for Life
Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good
people? If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different
denominations? Does God still speak to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it
relevant for today? If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to
attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian growth that
presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways. It is a course for those
who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to
know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. We are
beginning a new class soon. If you are interested in participating, please speak

- with Pastor Moeller, letting him know a time that would work well for you
and/or your friends.

Lutherans For Life Leadership/Speaker Training Seminar

Lutherans For Life Executive Director Rev. Dr. James Lamb and Ed Szeto, LFL director of outreach, will
present a one-day seminar designed for those who want to learn how to speak on life issues in their
congregations, communities, and schools. The event will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturday,
June 25", at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hartford, SD.

The seminar cost is $50 for a single registration (includes one manual/CD) or $60 for husband/wife
registration (includes one manual/CD). Scholarship money is available through LFL of SD, which will be
disbursed at the LFL of SD’s discretion. Class size is limited, so register early. If you have any questions
or wish to register, please speak to Pastor Moeller.

Safari Adventure Bible Study

Beginning June 14", we will be meeting each Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. to study the Bible stories that
will be taught at this year’s Safari Adventure Vacation Bible School. All teachers and helpers will find
this to be an excellent preparation for the lessons they will teach. Parents are also encouraged to attend so
they will be able to review the stories and reinforce the lessons at home. Everyone is invited to take
advantage of this opportunity to grow in their faith and knowledge of God’s Word.

SD District LCMS Youth Gathering

The South Dakota LCMS Youth Gathering will be held Monday, July 25" to Wednesday, July 27™ at the
Crossroads Hotel & Convention Center in Huron, SD. It is open to all youth entering the 9" grade in the
fall of 2005 to those who will have graduated from high school in the spring of 2005. The theme for this
year’s gathering is “Courageous Faith/Bold Witness,” the theme for the upcoming 100" anniversary of
the South Dakota District. “Against All Odds,” a professional band from Minneapolis, will lead the
music throughout the gathering and put on a concert Tuesday evening. Other scheduled activities
included servant events, worship, the “junk-food potluck,” and games.



High School Graduates Honored

Trinity Lutheran Church
celebrated with West
Central graduates Logan
Moeller, William Erikson
and Casey Barber with
cake and coffee after
worship on Sunday, May
22™. Also honored on
this day was Erica
Leisure who will be
graduating from Carroll
High School in Fort
Wayne, Indiana.

Trinity LWML May 11, 2005

e Trinity LWML met for lunch at the Pizza Ranch, May 11", Clarice Wixon hosted using a gift
certificate from the Pampered Chef fundraiser. Eight members and Pastor Moeller attended.
Pastor Moeller led a Bible study from The Life of Jesus, Parables, Bible study series.

o The Secretary’s report was approved with the correction that Ruth Arends is calling cleaners and
greeters in May.

e There was no Treasurer’s report.

e LaRaye read “Every Day is a Gift”, for Christian Growth.

e A thank you from Marty Reichert and notes from the Zone Secretary were read.

Unfinished business:
e Donna will call in June.
e Donna will be hostess in June.
e Brenda volunteered to host in September, rather than wait one year.
e Another monthly Tampa update was read.

New Business:

e MC to send $9 to the Zone Treasurer for a $1 per member mite offering at Tampa.

e Pat informed us that national mite goal was exceeded by $98,000!

e MC to hold an LWML Tea Party, Saturday, July 30, 2005. Members will decorate and host
tables like we did for the Festival of Tables and invite all the women of the church. More
planning was tabled until the June meeting.

e Brenda showed us the bookmark she made to commemorate confirmations. MC to reimburse her
for supplies to make the bookmarks for confirmation and or baptisms.

The meeting adjourned with everyone praying The Lord’s Prayer.

PS. After the meeting Pat encouraged everyone to think about guidelines for using the kitchen and
LWML serving to be included in the new Facility Use Handbook. More discussion in June.

Pat Reichert, Secretary

Coed Softball

We will be playing in the Hartford Area Church Coed Softball League again this year. All games will be
played on Sunday nights throughout June and July. If you are interested in playing, please speak to John
Barber (528-7380). Everyone is welcome to play. Everyone is invited to help cheer on the team!



Farewell to Roy and Gerry Ruud

Roy and Gerry Ruud were honored at a farewell dinner on
Sunday, May 15™. The 125" Anniversary Committee served a
“baked potato bar” dinner. The Trinity choir sang a few special
hymns and a number of members shared their special memories of
Roy and Gerry throughout the years.

We thank both of them for their many years of service here at
Trinity; including Gerry playing the organ for over fifty years,
leading various choirs, teaching Sunday School and Vacation
Bible School; and Roy serving as Sunday School Superintendent,
teacher, treasurer, and other offices. Roy and Gerry will be
missed, but we wish them God’s blessings in their new home.

Their new address is:

Roy & Gerry Ruud
5803 SW Maple Ridge
Trimble, MO 64492

Stewardship Thoughts

For many people the Memorial Day weekend marks the beginning of summer travels and activities.
Summer does change the pace of life for many. And that is probably a good thing. Balance is important
in life.

Work is a gift of God though many may argue that point. Adam and Eve were given the work, or
responsibility, of caring for the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:15) before the fall into sin. Sin complicated
the picture and made work more strenuous and draining and, yet, work is an important aspect of life. But
all work and no leisure does not provide a good balance.

Leisure is also a gift of God. In the Old Testament God established the Sabbath Day on which no
ordinary work was to be done. It was to be a day of worship, rest, reflection and refreshment. Today we
have lost much of the sense of the Sabbath Day, but our Sabbath, or Sunday, is still a good day for
Christians to worship, rest, reflect and be refreshed. Sunday provides the opportunity for God's people to
gather for worship and Christian education for mutual encouragement.

Vacations are often part of our summer activities. Even Jesus took a little vacation from his strenuous
schedule and encouraged his disciples to do the same. Jesus and his disciples had become so busy they
hardly had time to eat. They needed some balance and time away from their daily work. So do we.

June is also the month when we celebrate Father's Day. That's another reminder of the importance of
family and the need to balance our time so that family remains an important part of our life.

Good stewardship involves a healthy balance of worship, family, work, leisure and vacation. A good
balance of all these activities will provide more opportunities for us to enjoy and celebrate life and give
thanks to God for all our daily blessings. Managing our time wisely is one of the marks of good
stewardship. In this area of time management, maturing stewards do the right things for the right
reasons and strive for excellence in all they do.

Wanted: Teachers for Summer Sunday School

We are looking for a number of volunteers who would be willing to lead sessions of Summer Sunday
School. Summer Sunday School is a more informal group approach children ages three through the 8"
Grade. Students listen to Bible stories, do craft projects, and watch videos. If we have enough volunteers
to take turns, we can arrange a schedule that allows for vacations and the opportunity to be able to
participate in the Adult Bible study. If you are able to help, please speak to Pastor Moeller.



Sermon Audio Tapes

The Trinity Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee has audiotapes of each Sunday sermon available.
These are great for use by the homebound, shut-in, nursing home residents, or to give to your unchurched
neighbor or family member. If you or someone you know would be interested in receiving these tapes on
a weekly basis, please contact Brenda Erikson (363-3444) or Connie Geide (526-3840).

TLC-YES Lock-In

The Trinity Lutheran YES group held on lock-in at the
church on Friday, May 6" Over 20 young men and
women enjoyed playing football, board games and cards,
eating pizza and other snacks, and watching movies until
the wee hours of the night.

Special thanks to Louis Thompson, Bryan Kelley, and
Archie Wolfe for providing adult supervision.

(At the right) The whole crew settles in for a long night
of viewing movies.
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Louis Thompson mixes up a batch of Bryan Kelley sets up snacks while keeping a
chocolate chip cookies for “breakfast.” watchful eye on the kids.
Prayer Link

Do you have email? If you answered yes, we need you as part of Trinity’s Prayer Link. Members are
linked in for prayer, but more links are needed. All you need to do is read the email sent to you regarding
a need for our prayers and then PRAY. You do not need to forward email or contact anyone. Everyone
receives the same information at the same time. If you think you can be part of this small service to your
congregation, send your email address to Pat Reichert, mmreichert@msn.com and you will be included in
the next Prayer Link. God wants us to come to Him in prayer. He listens to our desires, our thanks and
our praise. Please join the Prayer Link and add your prayers to ours.




“BOLD WITNESS

South Dakota District
1906 - 2006
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The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

Courageous Faith: Bold Witness is the theme for the year-long celebration of the 100" anniversary of the
South Dakota District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod that begins this month. For 100 years we,
as brothers and sisters in Christ, have worked together to proclaim the Gospel message to people living in
this district and throughout the world. We have worked together to start new mission sites in our district
and to help missionaries share the Gospel message in foreign lands. We have worked together to train
men and women to be church workers who share the Gospel message in churches and schools within our
beloved district and throughout the world.

As we prepare to give thanks and praise to God for the countless blessings over these past 100 years, we
want to continue to proclaim our faith and give witness to the Gospel message. For that reason we are
inviting all the congregations and also individual members to give out of the love to the Lord towards two
special centennial projects.

The two projects are: 1) The District student endowment fund and 2) The Seminary in Ghana. These two
projects reflect the ministry we have shared throughout the years which is our local work and foreign
work. The student endowment fund helps provide funding for students from our district who want to be
church workers. The Seminary in Ghana prepares pastors who will share the Gospel in a foreign land.

Our goal is to raise $100,000.00 and to divide between the two projects by giving 25% to the student
endowment fund, and the other 75% to the seminary. If God blesses us with more than our goal, we will
divide the extra equally between the two projects.

We are asking each congregation to:

1. Pray for God’s blessings on our centennial plans and especially for this thank offering
project.
2. Make plans to give the thank offering by either setting an amount aside in your budget or

by taking a special offering.
At the start of the District convention we will have a special collection to kick off this thank offering. If
you have any questions about the thank offering, please contact the District Office or members of the

District Centennial Committee. They are: Rev. David Gunderson, Rev. Brad Urbach, Rev. Jim Mueller,
Mona Mueller, Howard Koosman, and President Schindler.

May the Lord bless you and your ministry as together we continue in the heritage of those who went
before us in service to the Lord. Like them, may we have a courageous faith and be a bold witness for our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The South Dakota District of the LC-MS Centennial Committee



Children ages 3-13 are invited to our
Vacation Bible School program
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DISCOVER JESUS THE KING

July 18-22, 2005
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m

Trinity Lutheran Church ¥
46448 263™ St.

Hartford, SD 57033
(605) 526-3571

There will be fun Bible stories,
fun learning activities, fun music,
fun crafts, snacks, and more/

We expect a great response,
so enroll today!

Registration is free!
Just use the enclosed forms or register online at
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org
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Registration is free!

Just fill out the attached form
and send itin!
One form per child, please

Registration is free!

Just fill out the attached form
and send itin!
One form per child, please

VBS Registration Card
(One form per child, please.)

Child’s name

Grade completed Birthday

Age

Parents’ names

Address

Home phone Cell phone

Email

Emergency contact person

Relationship to student

Home phone Alt. phone

Food allergies or other medical concerns

Family doctor Telephone

Siblings attending VBS (names and ages)

Church affiliation

Church membership at

Brought by

Transportation needed? Y N

VBS Registration Card
(One form per child, please.)

Child’s name

Grade completed Birthday Age

Parents’ names

Address

Home phone Cell phone

Email

Emergency contact person

Relationship to student

Home phone Alt. phone

Food allergies or other medical concerns

Family doctor Telephone

Siblings attending VBS (names and ages)

Church affiliation
Church membership at
Brought by

Transportation needed? Y N

If you have any questions or need more registration forms,
contact VBS director Jessi Moeller at:
Home (605) 526-3572 or Cell (605) 321-1642
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org
or email us at: pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org

If you have any questions or need more registration forms,
contact VBS director Jessi Moeller at:
Home (605) 526-3572 or Cell (605) 321-1642
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org
or email us at: pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org




June 2005

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
7:00 pm New 9:00 am Steward-
Member class ship Committee
meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 9:00 am Chapel at | 1:30 pm LWML
w/communion Bible study Tieszen Home meeting
10:30 am SS & 7:00 pm VBS 6:30 pm Choir
Bible study planning meeting practice
7:30 pm Men’s 7:00 pm Bible
Club meeting study
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir 9:30 am Circuit
10:30 am SS & Bible study practice Pastor’s meeting
Bible study 7:00 pm Safari at Trinity
Adventure 2:00 pm Chapel at
Bible study Leisure Living
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir 9:30 am LFL
10:30 am SS & Bible study practice Leadership/
Bible study 7:00 pm Bible Speaker Training
study
Newsletter
Father’s Day Deadline
26 27 28 29 30
9:30 am Worship | 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir
w/communion Bible study practice
10:30 am SS & 7:00 pm Bible
Bible study study

Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers, & Acolytes

Sunday, June 5th

Cleaners:  Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt, Lynda
Wollmann, Melvin Matthies

Greeters:  Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt

Head Usher: Orrin Geide

Acolyte:  Brady Eggebraaten

Sunday, June 12th

Cleaners:  George & Donna Vogt, Lester & Jean
Gregersen

Greeters:  George & Donna Vogt

Head Usher:Orrin Geide

Acolyte:  Jenny Eggebraaten

Sunday, June 19th

Cleaners:  Joe & Mary Krizan, Lorna Regnier, Judy
Larson

Greeters:  Mark & Sandra Kirschbaum

Head Usher: Orrin Geide

Acolyte:  Holly Kelley

Sunday, June 26th

Cleaners:  Bob & Ruth Moore, Louis & Michelle
Thompson

Greeters:  Arnold & Ruth Arends

Head Usher: Orrin Geide

Acolyte:  Thad Johnson

Sunday, July 3rd

Cleaners: DeWane & Joyce Carls, Ben & Michelle
Matthies

Greeters:  Ben & Michelle Matthies

Head Usher:John Barber

Acolyte:  Megan Eggebraaten

Sunday, July 10th

Cleaners:  Richard & Donna Bowden, Loren & Marsha
Letsche

Greeters:  Richard & Donna Bowden

Head Usher:John Barber

Acolyte:  Ashley Matthies

Sunday, July 17th

Cleaners:  John & Carlene Barber, Carmen Barber,
Casey Barber

Greeters:  Clarice Wixon, Stacy VanWesten

Head Usher:John Barber
Acolyte:  Colin Kelley



