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LWML Prayer Service ~ March 2, 2008

Living Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Ways

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!


Like so many of God’s good gifts, salt has received a bad rap in recent years.  Doctors tell us we need to cut down on our intake of salt.  So we eat foods that are salt-free and use salt substitutes.  But that’s only because we use too much salt.  Actually, salt is an essential dietary mineral for human life.  Salt is involved in regulating the fluid balance of the body.  Too little salt in the diet can lead to muscle cramps, dizziness, or even an electrolyte disturbance, which can cause severe, even fatal, neurological problems.  


Common table salt (NaCl) has been used for dietary purposes as well as a preservative, a medium of exchange, and a source of tax revenue since ancient times.  Pliny the Elder, the 1st century A.D. Roman author and philosopher, once remarked: “A civilized life is impossible without salt.”  Historians tell us that Roman soldiers of that day received some of their wages in the form of salt.  In fact, it’s from this practice that we get our English word “salary” and the common expression “worth your salt.”


So when Jesus tells His disciples, “You are the salt of the earth,” in our text, He means it as a good thing.  Salt in the ancient Near East was a precious substance.  It was the only preservative the people of Jesus’ day had to keep food, especially meat, from spoiling.  


You and I are precious in God’s sight.  He loved us so much that He sent His Son to become one of us.  Jesus lived the perfect holy life we could not live.  He died the death we deserved for our sins, and rose from the dead giving us the certain hope of eternal life.  On the cross, He exchanged His righteousness for our sin and disobedience.  Now He calls us to be His disciples. 


Jesus places high value on us by characterizing us as “the salt of the earth.”  We are pure because of His purity.  We are to live as the pure in heart according to the Law of God because that is who He has made us to be.  We can serve as preservative in society, preventing the deterioration and decay caused by the powerful influence of sin.  We can provide a distinctive flavor to life by helping others, rejoicing in the kingdom, and living with zest and vitality.


Note that Jesus does not say we must become salt.  He tells us that this who we are.  “You are the salt of the earth.”  Not you will be… not you must be… not  you can be, if you only try hard enough… but you are the salt of the earth.  We cannot cease to be salt and remain Christians.  

`
This reality need not cause us to fear, however.  Our identity as disciples is not created or preserved by how well we acknowledge and live out our identity as salt.  Our identity is created and preserved by the Word of Jesus.  

And Jesus says to each of us, “You are the salt of the earth.”  What does that mean in your life?  How do you live out your calling in this life?  How does this blessing take place in your life?


Through good works.  No, you are not saved by your good works, you are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  But you are saved by grace through faith “in Jesus Christ to do good works, which God prepared in advance for [you] to do.”  These good works are the “salt” you spread as a preservative and seasoning throughout the earth.  


The good works we do as Jesus’ disciples will generally be carried out in our “ordinary” vocations.  This was an important truth reestablished in the Reformation, which rightly rejected the notion that monastic life or church work held any spiritual superiority to the “ordinary” callings of Christians.  Luther’s proverbial “milk maid” is just as pleasing to God in her calling as is any other Christian in theirs.  


This does not mean, however, that Christians are to live in their vocations in ordinary ways, that is, in the same ways that non-Christians do.  Jesus’ disciples are called to live their ordinary lives in extraordinary ways.  We are called to be extraordinary husbands and wives, remarkable neighbors and employees, powerful friends and citizens.  As we go about the ordinary tasks of our vocation, our deeds and our words, done in the power of faith and the Spirit, will be seen as extraordinary, remarkable, and powerful.  They will be noticeably different from the world, like salt.  This will bring glory and praise to our Father in heaven.

You don’t have to take a mission trip to Africa to be the salt of the earth; though you certainly can.  You can pray daily for one of our missionaries.  You don’t have to become a major fundraiser for our synod; though you certainly can.  You can save your change in your mite box.  

You don’t have to go knocking on all the doors of your neighborhood, inviting everyone to come to your church with you; though you certainly can.  You can invite your neighbor over for coffee.  You don’t have to volunteer at a food pantry or clothing co-op; though you certainly can.  You can feed and clothe and nurse your own children or help with your grandchildren.  As you do each of these ordinary things, you can tell others about Jesus.   


As you live your ordinary lives in extraordinary ways, please be assured: You don’t have to prove a thing.  Jesus has already paid for your sin by His sacrifice on Calvary.  Jesus has already made you His disciple through Baptism.  Through His Word and Sacraments, He empowers you for this calling.  Your good works done in faith will bring praise and glory to His name.  “You are the salt of the earth.  You are forgiven of all of your sins.”  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 

