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        Maundy Thursday ~ March 20, 2008 

Our Lord’s Last Will and Testament

Our text for today is Matthew 26:17-30:

17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand.  I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.’” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

20 When it was evening, He reclined at table with the twelve.  21 And as they were eating, He said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.” 

22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to Him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 

23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 

25 Judas, who would betray Him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” 

He said to him, “You have said so.”
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Here ends the text.
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The Lord’s running the show.  He gives the orders and directions for the Passover meal.  For His “appointed time” has come.  He will suffer and die.  He will do what only He can do.  A Good Friday.  As the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  His “appointed time” has come.   He was anointed and ordained at His Baptism for this task.  And now it is at hand.  

He even knows who will betray Him.  “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.”  

“Surely not I, Rabbi?”  

“Yes, Judas, it sure is you.  Woe to you Judas—you who betray the Son of Man.  I am your Savior.  I have not come to hurt you but to save you.”

The betrayal leads to arrest, imprisonment, and a death sentence handed down by Pontius Pilate as the crowds relentlessly shout: “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  And so on the night before His death, Jesus does a Passover meal like none ever before.  It is His last will and testament.

He does His last will and testament.  No help from any lawyers.  No assist from any of the disciples unless you count their bickering about which among them was the greatest and Judas’ treachery.  All there was with them was uncertain sadness:  “Surely not I, Lord?”  So much for their contribution.  

It’s really ironic, even terribly sad when you think about it.  Our Lord and Savior is about to selflessly give up His life for the sin of the world, and give His last will and testament, there’s all the sinful backbiting and selfish scheming that would shame the most dysfunctional family.

Yet, in all of this, Jesus is clearly in charge.  His “appointed time” is at hand.  Now on this night and at this meal it’s all Jesus.  His speaking.  His doing.  His giving.  

So Jesus takes the bread.  He gives the thanks.  He breaks it.  And then He speaks out an inheritance.  He bestows an endowment.  He is the donor.  He is the giver, the testator.  The bread is to be eaten.  “Take and eat; this is My body.”

Then the cup of wine.  Jesus takes it.  He gives thanks.  And then He passes it around to be drunk.  And with the wine more gift.  “Drink from it all of you.  This is My blood of the new testament which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”      

Bread.  Wine. The Body and Blood of Jesus.  To eat and drink.  Why?  It’s the Lord’s last will and testament.  His speaking.  His doing.  His giving.  For you.  For the forgiveness of your sins.  

For all your sins.  They don’t condemn you because His Good Friday dying answered for them all.  In His crucified Body He was numbered with the transgressors because the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed . . . For He bore the sin of many . . .” (Isaiah 53).

“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness,” (Hebrews 9:22).  So that’s precisely what Jesus does.  The Lamb of God is sacrificed.  And Testator Jesus dies with all your sin.  And the salvation job is done.  “It is finished.”  All sin atoned for by His Good Friday Body and Blood sacrificed on the altar of the Cross.

Jesus lets you in on the benefits of His very good, Good Friday dying with His last will and testament.  He bequeaths to you His crucified “for many” and “for you” Body and Blood to eat and drink with the bread and wine.  Why?  “For the forgiveness of sins.”  

That’s the inheritance from Jesus’ last will and testament.  And His will is in full force because He did indeed die for you.  

But thought He died, death did not have the last Word.  In His resurrection Christ proved that He had defeated our worst enemies—sin, death, and Satan.  Even now the crucified and risen Lamb of God gathers you around Himself tonight.  Listen again to His words.  For with His words He speaks.  You hear His voice.  And with His words hooked with the bread and wine He gives you a magnificent inheritance:  His Body and Blood for the forgiveness of your sins.  

Your “conscience” is clean.  And heaven is yours where one day there will be the wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom that will never end.  Your inheritance is sure.  Your place at the Lord’s Table is secure: You are forgiven of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
