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Pastor’s Ponderings

Dear Christian friends,

Last month I showed you this cross to the right, called the

Jerusalem Cross or the Crusader’s Cross and told you how the

Christian Crusaders used this symbol along with the Latin

motto Deus Vult—"“God wills it!” I challenged you to embark

on a new crusade, a mission of the cross. I asked each of you

to think of friends (F), relatives (R), associates (A), and
neighbors (N) who are members of Trinity, but have not been

worshiping with us on a regular basis, and then pick one or two
of those people and contact them, invite them, bring them to
this house of worship, and remember them in your prayers. I

asked you to make this your personal commitment for the next
two years.

To help remind us all of this challenge, Ruth Moore has consented to make a wall banner that
incorporates this symbol, the motto, and the Bible passage from Luke 24:46-48: “He told them, ‘This is
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

You are witnesses of these things.’”

As you see it hanging in our sanctuary, I hope that you will be reminded that it is God’s will that we all be
involved in the mission of His cross. In His great love and mercy, He has forgiven and renewed us.
Through His Word and sacraments He brings us forgiveness and builds us up in the faith. And now He
gives us the great privilege and opportunity to share our faith and build one another up in the body of
Christ on a daily basis. Let’s joyfully go out, serve Him, and share the Good News of His love and grace!

God’s richest blessings in Christ!

Dastor WMoeller

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin soon. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:

e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.

e Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not been
active in their former church.



Simply Giving

The Trinity Stewardship Committee would like to introduce a new program that could help you in your
giving of your tithes and offerings. Through Simply Giving, your tithes and offering are made through a
pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You determine the frequency of your automatic
gifts—weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly—the option is yours. Your gift is deposited into the church’s
bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.

Simply Giving is a reliable, safe way from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to move your stewardship
plan into action. To participate, all you need to do is fill out a simple form that is available at the greeter
stand or from the members of the Trinity Stewardship Committee (John Barber, Tim Totton, Mary
Krizan, Aimee Moeller, or Amy Valdes). If you have any other questions they are willing to help you.

Predestination—The Lutheran Difference

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to explain their beliefs
and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of the doctrines of the church, they do
not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.” Because of insecurities about explaining
particular doctrines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid opportunities to share what they have learned
from Christ and His Word, including our understanding of prayer.

Our Lifelight Bible study group meets on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in people’s homes. Our
current study—Predestination: The Lutheran Difference—will identify how Lutherans differ from other
Christians and demonstrate from the Bible why Lutherans differ on predestination, one of the most
misunderstood doctrines of the church. These studies will help you grow in your understanding and
appreciation for your Baptism and help to prepare you to share your faith with others. Please join us!

Fit for Life
Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good
people? If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different
denominations? Does God still speak to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it
relevant for today? If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to
attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in Christian growth that
presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways. It is a course for those
who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to
know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. We are
beginning a new class soon. If you are interested in participating, please speak

* with Pastor Moeller, letting him know a time that would work well for you
and/or your friends.

Lutherans For Life Leadership/Speaker Training Seminar

Lutherans For Life Executive Director Rev. Dr. James Lamb and Ed Szeto, LFL director of outreach, will
present a one-day seminar designed for those who want to learn how to speak on life issues in their
congregations, communities, and schools. The event will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturday,
June 25th, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hartford, SD.

The seminar cost is $50 for a single registration (includes one manual/CD) or $60 for husband/wife
registration (includes one manual/CD). Scholarship money is available through LFL of SD, which will be
disbursed at the LFL of SD’s discretion. Class size is limited, so register early. If you have any questions
or wish to register, please speak to Pastor Moeller.

Reception for Graduates.

We will be holding a reception for our high school graduates (Casey Barber, Erica Leisure, and Logan
Moeller) on Sunday, May 22™ following the worship service. Please plan to join us as we celebrate the
completion of their high school education and their individual achievements.



Preparing for Death

Preparing people for death (their own or a loved one’s), is among the most important work a pastor does.
It is at the time of death when we each try to ask those “why” questions that may not have a satisfying
answer and try to make sense out of what does not make sense. At such times our faith is tested the most.
But properly prepared, it can be the time in which our Christian witness is the most effective, where we
may have unique opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, who has defeated death and
transformed it into the gate to eternal life. We might say, that if we are better prepared for our death, we
are better prepared for life.

Over 400 years ago, a relatively unknown Lutheran pastor in Germany, Rev. Martin Méller, wrote a small
book, Heilige Sterbekunst , which dealt with “the holy art of dying.” Although a book of this kind can
never outgrow its usefulness, it was not available in English until Pastor Arthur E. Schulz translated it in
1974. We are examining this small book, Preparing for Death in our Sunday morning (10:30 a.m.) adult
Bible study. We encourage all adults of the congregation to attend. Those who do, will find a very
helpful companion and resource to use for many years in the future, as they face the death of their loved
ones and their own inevitable death. Preparing for Death gets the message straight and gets the message
of God’s love out. Please plan on joining us!

LIFE Quest 2005
Dakota Extreme Events of Sioux Falls will be sponsoring an adventure race May 20-21* at Inspiration
Hills near Canton, SD. The proceeds will be donated to the Alpha Center.

During the race, four-person co-ed and two-person open teams will work together to conquer an
established course, which will include elements like mountain biking, running/hiking, canoeing, rope
skills, map and compass navigation, and some surprises on a 50- to 60- mile course with a time limit of
about 12 hours will challenge participants’ skills and endurance.

Participants, volunteers, and sponsors are needed to make the event a success. Contact Adel Valdes (605)
201-7733 or check out the website: www.dakotaextremeevents.com

Ascension Day Service

Along with Easter and Pentecost, Ascension was one of the three most important festivals of the early
church, but today it often goes relatively unnoticed. We continue to celebrate the Ascension of our Lord
because it marks the highest degree of His exaltation. Seated at the right hand of God, Christ entered into
the full use, according to His human nature, of the divine attributes He had set aside during His life and
ministry on earth. We are comforted that our faith and hope rest secure in the ascended Christ who now
is always and everywhere present and governs and protects His here on earth. We look forward
expectantly to the day return when He will return in the same way He ascended. Please plan on joining us
to worship on Thursday, May 5" at 7:30 p.m.

Couples Club

The Couples Club will be getting together to watch the movie The Passion of the Christ on Saturday,
May 15" at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is asked to bring some kind of finger food or snack to share. All couples
of the congregation are invited to join us! Please contact Kathy Totton at 528-3849 as soon as possible to
let her know if you are able to attend. The number of couples who plan to attend will determine whether
we meet at the Krizan’s house or at Omnitech.

News Articles

Help to publicize your group and the work it does at our church. Pat Reichert and Marty Reichert are
willing to submit articles to the newspaper of our activities. You can write your own article or just send
them the details at mmreichert@msncom or Pat Reichert, 26373 463™ Ave., Hartford, SD 57033.
Remember, we also have a digital camera that is available for the use of any group or committee here at
the church. If you have any questions, please call Pat (526-6225).




Stewardship Thought

On May 8 will we celebrate Mother's Day. For most of us when we think about Mother's Day we think
about the love of our mothers. A mother's love is considered one of the strongest emotions on earth.
Countless stories are told of the love and sacrifice of mothers for the welfare of their families. They will
gladly do without so that others may have. They will stay up that extra hour it takes to get a family task
done. They will speak that kind supportive word even when they are tired and frustrated. It takes a lot to
break a mother's love. Mothers have even stood by children that were hardened criminals. Yes, all who
have experienced a mother's love are blessed because of it.

And yet a mother's love is imperfect and can come to an end. King David said in Psalm 27:10: "Though
my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me.” A mother's love is a great blessing, but
the love of God is a far greater blessing. St. Paul reminded us in Romans 8:38-39 that "nothing, neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any power, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord."

The sixth of our eight LCMS Biblical Stewardship Principles states that "God's stewards are loved and
loving." This means that "God's stewards recognize that their stewardship flows out of God's act of love
for them in Christ which empowers them, in turn, to love others in acts of Christ-like love.” [You can go
to http://www.lcms.org/stewardship to read or download all eight principles.]

The night before he died, Jesus said to his disciples: "4 new command I give you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another." (John 13:34-35) Christ-like love is what separates Christian stewards from all
other people. Christian stewards generously give of their time, talents and money for the advancement of
the kingdom of God and the welfare of other human beings. And, as they grow in their Christian
stewardship, they do it freely and joyfully.

""Yes, indeed, maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all
they do!"

Men’s Club

The Trinity Men’s Club served a breakfast of
French toast, sausages, hard-boiled eggs, fruit,
and juice for the members of the congregation
and our visitors on Easter Sunday. Thank you to
everyone who helped prepare and serve and to all
those who supported this event.

All the men of our congregation are invited to
attend our next meeting on Sunday, May 1% at
7:30 p.m. We will play a game or two of
dartball, have as short Bible study on Jesus’
parables, conduct a short business meeting, and
eat. Each member is encouraged to bring a
friend.

YES Group Lock-in

The Trinity YES group will be holding a year-end lock-in on Friday, May 7™ beginning at 7:30 p.m. All
junior youth (5™-8" grade) are invited to come for a night of fun including games, movies, eating, and
staying up all night (or until the chaperones get tired, which ever comes first). Everyone should bring a
sleeping bag, pillow, board game and favorite snack to share. You may bring a movie (DVD or VHS) but
it must be approved by your parents and chaperones. You are also welcome to bring a guest as long as
you remember that this is a group activity and the idea is to have fun with everyone. Parents should plan
to pick up their kids by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday.



SD District LCMS Youth Gathering

The South Dakota LCMS Youth Gathering will be held Monday, July 25™ to Wednesday, July 27" at the
Crossroads Hotel & Convention Center in Huron, SD. It is open to all youth entering the 9" grade in the
fall of 2005 to those who will have graduated from high school in the spring of 2005. The theme for this
year’s gathering is “Courageous Faith/Bold Witness,” the theme for the upcoming 100™ anniversary of
the South Dakota District. “Against All Odds,” a professional band from Minneapolis, will lead the
music throughout the gathering and put on a concert Tuesday evening. Other scheduled activities
included servant events, worship, the “junk-food potluck,” and games.

Junior Confirmation

On Sunday, April 17" we had the pleasure
of welcoming five young men and women
as communicant members of our
congregation through the rite of
confirmation. Those completing their
instruction from Luther’s Small Catechism
who made a public profession of their faith
are: Derek Leslie Johnson, Austin Wallace
Kirschbaum, Kimberly Marie Kleba,
Aubrey Ann Larson, and Lyndze Dianne
Thompson. A reception for these
confirmands followed the 9:30 a.m.
worship. Thank you to everyone who
helped!

Evangelism Committee

The Trinity Evangelism Committee will be meeting on Monday, May 9™ at 7:00 p.m. Among the projects
we will be working on is our new member welcome program and activities for the upcoming Hartford
Jamboree. We would like to have a large number of creative and energetic people help us in these
projects. Please plan on attending.

A Mile of Pennies

The High School Youth Group is sponsoring “A Mile of Pennies” Fundraiser. Members are invited to
donate their pennies and other spare change into the jar on the table by the entrance to the church nave.
Other monetary donations will be accepted as well ($1.00 = 100 pennies). The proceeds will be used to
purchase a multimedia projector for the new building addition. We now have over 91,400 pennies (or
$914.00) collected, which placed side by side would stretch over 1 mile. Thank you for contributing!

Sermon Audio Tapes

The Trinity Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee has audiotapes of each Sunday sermon available.
These are great for use by the homebound, shut-in, nursing home residents, or to give to your unchurched
neighbor or family member. If you or someone you know would be interested in receiving these tapes on
a weekly basis, please contact Brenda Erikson (363-3444) or Connie Geide (526-3840).

Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship Committee has just finished an in-depth evaluation of our stewardship here at Trinity
Lutheran Church. Among the most pressing needs we found were in the areas of overall planning and
budgeting, building management, and personal financial management. During the next few months we
will be studying these areas closely and looking for the ways in which we can provide educational
resources for our congregation. Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, May 7™ at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone in the congregation is invited to join us.



Trinity Lutheran Church Quarterly Meeting April 17, 2005.

Pres. Don Reichert called the meeting to order, opening with prayer in Pastor Moeller's
absence.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. The Treasurer's Report was given
and approved. Treasurer, Adel Valdes explained that Trinity has 4 bank accounts. It would
be more effective with just 2. Each would have larger balances thus earning more interest.
John Barber moved to close 2 accounts and purchase a new computer program, “Church
Windows”, for the Treasurer and Pastor to use. Motion seconded by Joe Krizan. MC. Adel
reported the program Simply Giving is now in place and members may sign up for automatic
withdrawal and deposit to Trinity’s account.

Pastor's report: Circuit K Forum will be at Parker April 20 at 7:30pm. Ascension Day service
May 5 at 7:30 pm. Couples Club - May 14 at 6:00pm. Farewell for Roy and Gerry Ruud -
May15. Reception for graduates - May 22 after worship. VBS - July 18-25. New members:
Adult Confirmation- Karen Baker, her son Caleb, and Shary Muchow; by Junior Confirmation
- Derek Johnson, Austin Kirschbaum, Kimberly Kleba, Aubrey Larson and Lyndze
Thompson.

Reports of boards and committees: Elders: Christian Education: VBS - July 18-25.
Christian Worship: Dale continues working with ushers. Elders need to be informed of
receptions, or any extra activity to be held after service so they can prepare accordingly.
Evangelism: Pastor now records the sermon to be sent to members unable to attend
service. Sermons could possibly be available on audio on Trinity's web site. Updated new
member folders will be given to all new members and a sponsor family assigned to each
new member. Archie Wolfe is designing a new cover for a coloring book in the children’s
activity bag. There will be some information about Trinity included for children to take home.
Stewardship: Finished the “10 for 10” program, committee feels it was a success. Now
working on Needs Assessment in which 17 areas of Trinity will be studied and improved.
Trustees: Ray Matthies has 2 bids for tuck-pointing. He will contact contractors again for
final bid. Clean up day is Sat. April 24, 2005 at 9:00am. Members will clean out more dead
trees and dirt piles behind parsonage. A larger area for the garbage is needed. The good
lumber in the old shed is free for anyone who wants to haul it away. A Ditch Witch will be
used to lay power to Church sign and picnic shelter. Men’s Club: sent $1160.00 to Future
Church Workers, the $2000.00 goal for the congregation to remit to Future Church Worker
Fund has been met. Easter breakfast brought in $324.00, cleared $222.00. Next month
Men’s Club theme is bring a friend. LWML: Covering expense of mailing sermon tapes.
Sent Easter cards to Military and college members. Gave $25.00 to for Zone Delegate
expense to Tampa LWML Convention this summer. HS group: no report. YES group: no
report. Couples Club: Meeting May 14, 2005, at 6:00, at the Krizan home, will watch the
movie The Passion of the Christ. 125th. Ann. Committee: The cookbook is soon ready to go
to the printer. It will be available for sale in November. A farewell party for Roy and Gerry
Ruud will be sponsored by the 125th. Anniversary Committee. Improvement Committee:
no report. Future Facilities Committee: The building is progressing well. The congregation
will soon be able to take a tour. Carpet has been chosen. Ruth Moore asked that the organ
be covered to keep cement and sheetrock dust out during construction. Goal for completion
is before VBS week in July.

New Business: Dale Snyder moved, seconded by Adel Valdes to allow President Don
Reichert to appoint a Facilities Use Committee, of 3-5 members to set guide lines for all
church facility use. MC. The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lord's Prayer.

June Snyder, Sec.



VBS Planning Meeting

It is time that we begin to plan for this year’s VBS, which will be held
July 18" through the 22™ from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.. Because we are
expecting a large turnout again this year, we are going to need a bunch of
help and support. Ifyou are at all interested in contributing to this year’s
Safari Adventure, whether it is by helping to make snacks, teaching,
driving, or providing us with supplies, please attend our informational
meeting at the church on May 16" at 7:00 p.m.

SAFA
ADVENTUYRE
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DISCOVER JESUS THE KING

All of your ideas, opinions and prayers are greatly appreciated. If you
are interested in helping out or would like more information about his
year’s program, please contact Jessi Moeller at 321-1642.

Diaper Derby

Our congregation is participating in the SESD Lutherans For Life Annual Diaper Derby. From now
through Mother’s Day and until Father’s Day, we will be collecting baby diapers that will be donated to
the Alpha Center, or local crisis pregnancy center. Amy Valdes has set up a nice collection box for your
donations.

Trinity LWML  April 13, 2005

Trinity’s Lutheran Women in Mission met at the home of Pat Reichert with eight members, Pastor
Moeller and one guest attending. Pastor Moeller completed “The Robe” Bible Study.

The Secretary’s Report was read and approved.

The Treasurer’s Report, showing a balance of $425.65, was read and approved. $259 from the Pampered
Chef fundraiser is not yet included.

Christian Growth: LaRaye read “From My Window” from the Quarterly.

Correspondence: Thank you notes from Easter gifts were read from Carmen Barber, Jessi Moeller and the
Furniture Mission. We received a newsletter from Mary Eddy detailing her work in Macau.

Unfinished Business:
e Ruth Arends will call cleaners and greeters in June.
e Brenda and Pat reported on the District Retreat they attended April 1 & 2 in Watertown.
Members were encouraged to send pledges for the Pledge Walk to Dianne Diekmann and Mary
Jo Stier.
e 20 Easter cards were sent. Connie donated the postage.
e A Tampa update was read.

New Business:

o  MMC to send $25 to the Sioux Falls Zone for 2005 LWML Convention delegate expense.

e  MMC to pay postage for mailing sermon tapes to shut ins.

e The LWML mite goal, $1,575,000 has been reached with an excess of $1016.52! We praise
God for His goodness.

o Trinity will host a SD District Christian Growth Workshop on Saturday, September 24, 2005.
We expect 60 to 70 guests.

e  Our next meeting will be at the Pizza Ranch, May 11 at 12:30, using the gift certificate Clarice
received for hosting the Pampered Chef Party.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and the Table Prayer.

Pat Reichert, Secretary



May 2005

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 9:00 am Chapel at | 9:30 am Lifelight 7:30 pm Worship 7:30 pm YES 1:00 pm Steward-
10:30 am SS & Bible study Tieszen Home Bible study service Lock-in ship Committee
Bible study 6:30 pm Choir 7:00 pm New meeting
7:30 pm Men’s practice member class
Club meeting 7:00 pm Bible
study
Ascension Day
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir 9:30 am Lifelight | 7:30 pm Circuit 6:00 pm Couples
w/communion Bible study practice Bible study Convocation Club
10:30 am SS & 7:00 pm Bible 7:00 pm Bible 12:30 pm LWML planning meeting
Bible study study study meeting at Pizza at Marion
Ranch
7:00 pm New
Mother’s Day member class
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir 9:30 am Lifelight 9:30 am Circuit LifeQuest
10:30 am SS & Bible study practice Bible study Pastors meeting Adventure Race
Bible study | 7:00 pm VBS 7:00 pm Bible 7:00 pm New
12:00 noon Going Planning meeting study member class
away dinner for
Ruud’s
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir 9:30 am Lifelight Newsletter
w/communion Bible study practice Bible study | Deadline
10:30 am Recep- 7:00 pm Bible 7:00 pm New
tion for Graduates study member class
SS & Bible study
29 30 31
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 6:30 pm Choir
10:30 am SS & Bible study practice
Bible study 7:00 pm Bible
study

Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers, & Acolytes
Sunday, May 1st

Cleaners:  Marlo Anderson, Mike Anderson, Matthew
Anderson

Greeters:  Marlo Anderson, Mike Anderson

Head Usher: Lance Wollmann

Acolyte:  Emily Krizan

Ascension Day, Thursday, May Sth

Greeters: Dwayne & Mary Anderson

Head Usher: Bryan Kelley

Acolyte:  Holly Kelley

Sunday, May 8th

Cleaners: Ray & JoAnn Matthies, Bryan & Susan
Kelley

Greeters:  Bryan & Susan Kelley

Head Usher: Lance Wollmann

Acolyte: Patrick Erikson

Sunday, May 15th

Cleaners:  Don & Pat Reichert, David & Faye
Gilderhus

Greeters:  David & Faye Gilderhus

Head Usher: Lance Wollmann

Acolyte:  Jennifer Muchow

Sunday, May 22nd

Cleaners:  Dale & June Snyder, Jerrad & Cheryl Snyder
Greeters:  Dale & June Snyder

Head Usher: Lance Wollmann

Acolyte:  Austin Eggebraaten

Sunday, May 29th

Cleaners:  Roger & Bert Carls, Henry Dansman, Jr.,
Dianne Dansman

Greeters:  Henry Dansman, Jr., Dianne Dansman

Head Usher: Lance Wollmann

Acolyte:  Austin Wolfe

Sunday, June 5th

Cleaners: Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt, Lynda
Wollmann, Melvin Matthies

Greeters:  Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt

Head Usher: Orrin Geide

Acolyte:  Brady Eggebraaten

Sunday, June 12th

Cleaners:  George & Donna Vogt, Lester & Jean
Gregersen

Greeters:  George & Donna Vogt

Head Usher: Orrin Geide
Acolyte:  Jenny Eggebraaten



