Trinity Lutheran Church - -2
46448 263" St Hartford, SD 57033 i ™ FE T
Pastor Robert L. Moeller, Jr. . NGt W SER '.';'h:
Home 526-3572  Office 526-3571 IR i oL
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org et N 7
May 2009

Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear Christian friends,

Ascension Day is the coronation celebration of our Lord as He is proclaimed to be
King of the universe. Jesus’ ascension to the Father is His entrance to the greater
| 4 existence beyond the confines of time and space, being no longer bound by the
=l limitations of His state of humiliation, Jesus now sits at the right hand of God, which
PASTOR Luther correctly taught is everywhere, having again taken up the power and authority
that were His since before time. Yet our Lord is present with us who remain bound by
time and space. He is with us as true God and true man, exercising His rulership in the Church through
the means of grace which He established: His Word and Sacraments. We mortals in those means of grace
can grasp the King of the universe and receive a foretaste of the feast to come.

O.P. Kretzmann captures the beauty and meaning of this extraordinary event in his piece, “Homecoming,
from the book, The Pilgrim.

Now He was going home... In seven words the years of labor and sorrow end: “While they beheld, He
was taken up.”... There were no bells and banners on earth, but surely the trumpets on the other side
sounded as they had never sounded before... Surely the chiming golden bells of heaven sang their
welcome, and angel choirs intoned the song of the throne: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom and strength.” ... On the anvils of God the nails had been forged into the
scepter of a king... “He was taken up.” ... The angel hosts sweep to either side, leaving the way clear to
the Eternal Light that no longer blinds the eyes of us who stand gazing after Him... He leads a process
which comes from the ends of time and space, all the harvest of all the white fields the world has even
known, the pilgrims of the night who come at last to the dawn of an everlasting day... “He was taken up.”
... The Child of the manger, the praying heart on the starlit lanes of Galilee, the hunger in the wilderness,
the weariness of the Sychar Well, the tears of the Garden and the Hill, the thirst of the Cross - all over
now... The robes of the Transfiguration once momentary, now clothe Him forever, and angels and
archangels sound the great doxology of His waiting Church: “Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever.”...

An old story - perhaps too old for us to do more than glimpse its glory... And yet - we ought to remember
it more clearly... It was the solemn moment in the story of God and man when the visible Christ became
the invisible Christ... From that hour everything concerning Him became visible only to the eyes of
faith... The final line of demarcation in the world - between those who believe and those who refuse to
believe - was now clear... Men can say that all this is not true and use the mind of man to reject the mind
of God, or they can know that God once walked among them and that they now have a Friend in heaven
who knows all that earth and time and pain can do to man...

The Ascension did not take Jesus away... It brought heaven near... In the realm in which He now reigns
time and space have no meaning... There is no up and down, no near and far, nor darkness, and no
distance in the world of faith... He is as near as yesterday's prayer, today's joy, and tomorrow's sorrow...
His homecoming has made heaven a home for us who still walk far from home... Wherefore stand we
gazing into heaven?... Our momentary task is here, but through the slow dimming of the years we see the
evening lights of home tended by the pierced hands of Him who has gone to prepare a place for us... Is
there a better way to life - or die?... All that we have to do now is to believe and follow:



The lapping sea of death before his feet
Crept near; the wind was wild,;

But he, who knew the One he came to meet,
Saw it and smiled.

Stepping without a hesitating word
Into the icy tide,

As if he saw the footprints of his Lord
Gleam at his side,

Borne up by Love that gave as he had given,

He crossed the midnight foam

And laid his hand upon the door of heaven

Like one returning home.

[The Pilgrim, pp. 14-16]

Given all that the Ascension of Our Lord means in the scope of history, in our lives now, and for all the
rest of eternity, you would think that the Church would truly celebrate this day. It once did! In the early
church, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost were considered the three most important festivals. Of late,
Christmas has overshadowed all of them. Now Ascension Day goes by relatively unnoticed. In America,
only the liturgical churches still have services on Ascension—and even most Lutherans are barely aware
of the day. Here at Trinity, we have held these services every one of the nine years | have been here.

This year’s service will be held on Wednesday, May 20™ at 7:30 p.m. | invite you to join your fellow
brothers and sisters, as our risen and ascended Lord comes to us in His Word and Sacraments. Feel free
to invite your family and friends!

In Christ!
Paster Meeller

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin soon. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:
e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.
e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.
e Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not
been active in their former church.

Fit For Life

Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good people? If
we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations? Does God still
speak to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an
i exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful
ways. It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for
anyone who wants to know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller. We will be starting a new class
soon.




Stewardship Thoughts ~ “Mayday, Mayday, Mayday!”

The above words really have nothing to do with the month of May except for using “May” as a part of the
words. They come from a French phrase which means “come and help us!” and have become an
international code asking for help for airplanes and ships in trouble and danger. “Come and help us” may
be what many of us are thinking and saying in light of today’s gloomy economic conditions. Sadly, too
many people are losing their jobs and homes and others are pulling back on their spending and giving
because of what is happening financially.

“Why would God allow this?” is a question on the hearts and minds of many people, including faithful
Christians. First of all, God did not cause this present condition. It is rather the result of some unwise
behavior by many people in the business, financial and political realms. Perhaps we need to frame the
guestion more like this: “What might God be trying to tell and teach us during such economic times as
these?”

One thing that He may be trying to teach us is to distinguish more carefully and thoughtfully on the
difference between our wants and needs. More often than not we have what we need but don’t have
everything that we want. The desire to have everything is what gets us into financial difficulty.

Another thing that God may be teaching us is to concentrate more on what is really most important. The
truth is that God has already come to answer our “Mayday, Mayday, Mayday!” call by sending His only-
begotten Son to be our Savior. Romans 8:32 offers us the assurance of God’s care and concern for us:
“He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him,
graciously give us all things?” (NIV) Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:25-34) encourages
us not to be overly concerned with material things because our Heavenly Father knows what we need
when it comes to food, clothes, shelter and such things. Will God fulfill all our wants? Probably not, but
He will take care of our needs. Because of this assurance Jesus instructs us to “seek first God’s kingdom
and His righteousness and all these things will be given to us as well.” (Matthew 6:33 NIV).

So, in troubling times like today’s economy, we can live with the blessed assurance that God loves us and
will take care of us so that we can live as His faithful stewards and continue to support generously the
work of His church. Nothing done or given for the support of God’s work is ever done or given in vain!
Or, to put it another way, “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack for God’s supply!”

Men’s Bible Study: Science and the Savior

In the past, science served as a stepchild of alchemy, a handmaiden of theology, and a tool
of industry. At the beginning of the twentieth century, science took a new role. Science
became the answer to all humankind’s problems. Scientists pulled on their white lab coats,
prophesied through their theories, and consecrated each new discovery or invention.
Humans marveled. In response to these new inventions, a new type of literature arose—
science fiction, which sometimes warned us about the maddening pace of technology. The
robot would replace the human worker. Nuclear fallout would devastate life on earth.
Science would solve people’s problems by doing away with people, or at least by doing away with their
humanity.

Today, people remain thankful for science. But they also recognize that science does not hold all the
answers. In fact, they see that science can raise more questions than it answers, driving people on further
quests for understanding, truth, and contentment.

Our Men’s Bible study is exploring how we can use science to serve our Creator through understand and
exploring the wonders of His creation with a new series called “Science and the Savior: Advancing to the
Future.” All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and
studying this fascinating topic.

Sign up for Sunday Snack
Anyone who wishes to provide snacks for Sunday morning is invited sign up on the sheet on the bulletin
board in the hallway.



Lifelight Bible Study of Isaiah

Justice and the sternness of God’s Law are important themes in Isaiah, but there is much
more. Amid Isaiah’s many concerns, he focuses most intently on God’s promise about

the coming Savior. Throughout his prophecies Isaiah paints a picture of God’s love for
T us in the Messiah. The Savior would bring more than stern condemnation through the

= Law—He would bring forgiveness and new life through the Gospel.

m Please join the Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., as we study the Old
Testament book Isaiah.

Lutheran Confessions Reading Group

Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confessions? Is the study
of our Confessions only for 7" and 8" grade students in Catechism class? For that
matter, what are the Lutheran Confessions?

The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements
of faith that we use as a basis of what we believe. Far more than mere historical
documents, they are still viewed today by Confessional Lutherans as a definitive
statement of what it means to be Christian and Lutheran. Since we believe that the
Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are a summary of
the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must be judged.

At Trinity Lutheran Church, we are beginning a Confessions Reading Group every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
In this class, we will read from the Bible and the Book of Concord. Class members will have the
opportunity to learn more about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.
We will be reading from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions. Everybody is invited to join us!

End Times Bible Study
TN TIMES Millennium. Revelation. Rapture. Eternity.

So many opinions. What do you believe?

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often struggle to explain their beliefs
and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of Lutheran doctrines,
they do not always understand the “why.” Based on God’s Word as faithfully reflected in
the Lutheran Confessions, this study will help you to state clearly what you believe about
the end times.

Each Sunday, our Adult Bible study will be examining this topic at 10:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall. All
adults and high school students are invited to join us.

TLC Prime Rib Supper & Silent Auction

The Trinity Learning Center will be holding their annual Prime Rib Supper & Silent
Auction on Saturday, May 2™ at 6:00 p.m. For tickets speak to Dawn Slowey or the
church office.

We are looking for items or services for our silent auction. If you have something you
might wish to donate, please contact Dawn Slowey or the church office.

Confirmation Pictures

We would like have pictures of all the confirmands and the pastor who confirmed them during the last
128 years. We will put them in the picture book cabinet and will update it every year. If you have
pictures, please bring them to Kathy Totton or Donna Vogt. If you would like them returned, we will
make copies and give them back to you.



Cleaning List Updated
You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning the church has changed.
Instead of two families per week, there are usually three. The cleaning duties for the
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updated as well. When it
is your turn to clean, please speak with the other families on the list to determine
who will do what area. You may find the list of cleaning duties on the bulletin
boards in the church nave and fellowship hall.

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the church is done on a
voluntary basis. Everyone is given the opportunity to help. If you have not been included and would like
to help please contact the church office. If circumstances have changed (such as health or work schedule)
and you are not able to help, please contact the church office.

If you wish to hire someone to clean when it is their turn, Tammy Eggebraaten is available. You can call
her at 528-6628. If anyone else would be interested in cleaning, please contact the church office.

2009 Confirmands

In our worship service on April 19th, Travis
Eggebraaten, Caleb Kaas, Eric Krizan, Kylee
Thompson, Zach Wiseman, and Eric Wolfe publicly
confessed their faith in Jesus Christ through the rite of
confirmation. We pray God’s blessings upon these
young people as they conclude their catechization,
and continue to take more responsibility for their own
growth in the Christian faith.

2009 Vacation Bible School
Follow the Lamb Vacation Bible School is scheduled from June 1% to June 4™. Children
"TQILELU ages 3 through the 6" grade are invited to attend our program from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
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At Follow the Lamb, children will participate in hands-on activities, role-playing, and
7| lessons as they walk through the major events of the Christ’s life as celebrated in the
Christian Church year: Christmas, Holy Week, the Resurrection, the Ascension, and
Pentecost.

The theme of the week is what life was like for the first Christians in the Early Church.
Through the crafts the children will experience 1% century art forms like mosaics, clay objects, and print
making. Our skits will follow a first century boy and his family as they prepare to be baptized and
confirmed into the Christian faith.

Your prayers are appreciated for our VBS. Ask God to bring children to hear about Jesus, the Lamb of
God who bears the sin of the world. Staff recruitment is beginning now. Ask God to provide willing
helpers, eager to share His love in Jesus. Prayerfully consider the ways in which you might help.

TLC Bible Study

Each Thursday night at 5:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible passages for upcoming Sunday School,
preschool, and daycare lessons. Everyone is invited to join us! If you would like to attend, but would
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pastor Moeller.




Children ages 3-13 are invited to our
Vacation Bible School program
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June 1-5, 2009

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
46448 263" St.
Hartford, SD 57033
(605) 526-3571

There will be Bible stories, fun
learning activities, music, crafts,
snacks, and much, much more!

We expect a great response,
so enroll today!

Registration is free!

Just fill out the attached form and send it in!
One form per child, please

VBS Registration Card
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If you have any questions or need more registration forms,

contact:
Office (605) 526-3571

www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org
or email us at: pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org




May 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
6:00 pm TLC

Prime Rib Supper

& Silent Auction
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 9:00 am Chapel at | 9:30 am Lifelight 5:30 pm TLC 9:00 am Clean-up
10:45am S.S. & Bible study Tieszen Home Bible study Bible study Day
Adult Bible Study | 9:30 am TLC 7:00 pm Lutheran 6:00 pm Choir 7:00 pm Financial 11:00 am SD LFL
7:00 pm Men’s Chapel service Confessions | 7:30 pm Worship Peace University meeting

Club meeting Reading Group
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8:30 am Private 6:00 am Men’s 7:00 pm Lutheran 9:30 am Lifelight 5:30 pm TLC 7:00 pm TLC
Confession Bible study Confessions Bible study Bible study | Preschool Gradua-
9:30 am Worship 9:30 am TLC Reading Group | 1:30 pm LWML 6:30 pm Elders tion
w/communion Chapel service 6:00 pm Choir meeting
10:45am S.S. & 7:30 pm Worship 7:00 pm Financial
Adult Bible Study Peace University
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:30 am Worship 6:00 am Men’s 7:00 pm Lutheran 9:30 am Lifelight 5:30 pm TLC
10:45am S.S. & Bible study Confessions Bible study Bible study
Adult Bible Study | 9:30 am TLC Reading Group | 6:00 pm Choir
Chapel service 7:30 pm Ascension
Day Worship
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30 am Private 6:00 am Men’s 9:30 am TLC 9:30 am Lifelight 5:30 pm TLC
Confession Bible study Chapel service Bible study Bible study
9:30 am Worship 7:00 pm Lutheran 6:00 pm Choir
w/communion Confessions | 7:30 pm Worship

10:45am S.S. & Reading Group
Adult Bible Study
31
9:30 am Worship
10:45am S.S. &

Adult Bible Study

Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers,
& Acolytes

Head Elder: DeWane Carls

Sunday, May 3™

Cleaners: Ray & JoAnn Matthies, Bryan &
Susan Kelley, Dale & June Snyder

Greeters:  Ray & JoAnn Matthies

Head Usher: Ashley Matthies

Acolyte:  Tyler Rueter

Sunday, May 10"

Cleaners: Roger & Bert Carls, Henry Dansman,
Jr., Dianne Dansman, Adel & Amy
Valdes

Greeters:  Henry Dansman, Jr., Dianne Dansman

Head Usher: Ashley Matthies
Acolyte:  Jholayne Halverson

Sunday, May 17"

Cleaners:  George & Donna Vogt, Jean
Gregersen, Amber Connolly, Melvin
Matthies

Greeters:  George & Donna Vogt

Head Usher: Ashley Matthies

Acolyte:  Abby Totton

Sunday, May 24"

Cleaners: Joe & Mary Krizan, Candace Nelson,
Marilyn Matthies, Harvey & LaRaye
Rehfeldt

Greeters:  Harvey & LaRaye Rehfeldt

Head Usher: Ashley Matthies

Acolyte:  Brady Johnson

Sunday, May 31%

Cleaners:  Bob & Ruth Moore, Louis & Michelle
Thompson, Nate & Katie Pickard
Greeters:  Louis & Michelle Thompson

Head Usher: Ashley Matthies
Acolyte:  Tyler Rueter

Sunday, June 7"

Cleaners: DeWane & Joyce Carls, Ben &
Michelle Matthies, Richard & Donna
Bowden

Greeters: DeWane & Joyce Carls

Head Usher:

Acolyte:  Jholayne Halverson



