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Luke 1:26-38






Midweek 1 ~ November 30, 2005

God Plans Our Family


The text for today is our Gospel lesson, Luke 1:26-38, which has already been read.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!


Everything had been arranged!  Joseph’s parents and Mary’s parents had agreed that their children would make a fine couple.  They were both descendants of the royal family of David.  Joseph was a very devout, hard-working, young craftsman.  He would be able to give Mary a good, stable, and secure life.  Mary was a sincere, conscientious, God-loving young girl.  Yes, their parents agreed, they would make a fine couple.  The marriage contract was made and blessed by their parents.  Joseph and Mary were engaged.


Much remained to be done before Joseph and Mary could begin their new life together.  Mary continued to live at home until Joseph found them a place to live and was prepared to support her.  He would soon be the head of a family and would have to accept that responsibility.


Mary waited.  Her heart was undoubtedly filled with anticipation as she dreamed of their wedding day.  It would be a day of great joy and celebration.  Family and friends would rejoice when Joseph would come for Mary and take her to their new home.  It would be a wonderful day, a new beginning, a day she could cherish the rest of her life.  But her plans were changed by God!


God sent His angel, Gabriel, to tell Mary she would become pregnant and have a son!  So much for family planning!  Rather than a formula for happiness, it sounded like a plan for disaster!  How would Joseph react when he discovered Mary was carrying someone else’s baby?  Would he change his plans and call off the wedding?  Would there even be a family?  It seemed all of their plans for the future were ruined!


But Mary’s plans had not been ruined, only changed.  Gabriel told her, God had changed her plans.  The family would not fail because of this apparently ill-timed pregnancy.  But because of the child she would bear—the child who would be named Jesus—they would be a special family.  He would be great and be called the Son of the Most High.  He would be God’s wonderful gift to all people for all time!  Bad timing on God’s part?  Hardly—the time had come for God to fulfill His Family Plan!


Mary’s reaction to this suggested change in her plans was, “How?”  How would God’s plan be possible?  
Mary’s question is a relevant question.  It’s an important question because it’s our question.


We all make plans, don’t we?  Our plans are made with great care and filled with our hopes and dreams for the future.  But our plans are constantly being changed, aren’t they?  We are continually facing situations that force us to change our plans, even our family plans.  

A broken relationship, a job loss, poor health or serious injury, a death in the family, the care of an elderly or invalid relative, the birth of a handicapped child—all these can ruin the plans we make for ourselves and our families.  They show that Satan is hard at work.  He disrupts the life we’ve planned for ourselves, trying to make us feel like God is not on our side.  Too often, he succeeds.


Often, at other times, the plans we make simply fail.  In our sinfulness, we either make poor plans for ourselves, or we fail to follow through on the good plans we’ve made under God’s direction.  When our plans either fail or have been disrupted, we’ve no choice but to make new plans.  It’s back to the drawing board and starting all over again!


Fortunately, God has made a change of plan for us already.  He replaces our failed family plans with His plan.  His Plan is a gift for us and our family—the gift of new birth.


But, “how will this be?”  
That was Mary’s question, and Gabriel gave her the answer: God would make it possible!  He could make it possible through His Holy Spirit.  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (v. 35).


God makes His plan for us in the same way.  His Holy Spirit came to us in our Baptism, creating new life in us.  Baptism is our birth into God’s family!  By God’s grace, the Spirit works through the power of His Word and simple water and changes our plans so that we can be part of God’s Plan.  God’s Plan is a Family Plan.


In Advent, we see that plan begin to unfold as we hear God’s promise of a Savior.  Jesus Christ is that Savior.  Through the unmarried, unsuspecting, expectant mother, Mary, God sent Christ to rescue us from our failed plans, failed families, our broken relationships and our loneliness.  He is not merely the gift upon which Christmas is built; He is the gift upon which God’s entire Family Plan is built.  He makes it a Family Plan for all people for all time.


Christ fulfilled God’s Family Plan beginning with Christmas.  He humbly did His Father’s will and came to be born of a virgin, Mary.  Jesus followed God’s plan as He carried out His ministry to those whose plans for an abundant life failed.  He ultimately fulfilled God’s plan by His death on the cross for our sin, and by rising in victory from the grave. Jesus rose from the dead and now invites us to build our lives around His New Plan for all people for all time!


Our families, even the most dysfunctional and troubled families, now have a future through Jesus.  As believers and followers of Jesus Christ, we are a part of God’s Family Plan.  Regardless of how badly our plans have gone, there is hope for each of us.  Even if we’re all alone, stranded without anyone.  Even if all the responsibility of raising our children has fallen on our shoulders.  Even if our family is a batten of anger and violence, we are a part of God’s family now.  Each of us here are family through Christ.  God’s Word bonds us together and keeps us together.  That’s God’s Family Plan.


Does that sound impossible?  Do not be afraid!  Nothing is impossible with God.”  That’s a promise.  It was Gabriel’s promise to Mary, and it’s God promise to us.  Throughout the years, He has demonstrated it time and time again.

Mary trusted that promise.  “I am the Lord’s servant,” she told Gabriel.  “May it be to me as you have said”.  She found comfort in Gabriel’s calming words: “Do not be afraid.”  She accepted humbly the plans God made for her and put everything in God’s hands (where, when you think about it always was).


Like Mary, we, too, can respond joyfully and faithfully to God’s Plan for our lives rather than follow our own foolish manmade schemes and dreams.  That’s the challenge of Advent: to exchange our failed plans for God’s plan, to repent of our sin, to repent of our failings, to let go of our fears and to hold on to God’s promise of forgiveness and life in Jesus Christ.


To help us each remember this lesson this week, I want you to memorize these important, comforting words first spoken by the angel Gabriel to Mary, the soon-to-be-mother of God.  Repeat after me:  “Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!”  (Pause)  Let’s try it again: “Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!”  


Good, now that you’ve got that down so well, I’m going to ask you a few questions about a number of different difficult circumstance we, or our family, friends, and neighbors might face, and I want you practice answering them with those words: “Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!”  


What can you do when your plans fail and rob you of your hope and dreams?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


Have you found yourself forced to change your family plans?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


Has an unexpected pregnancy changed your plans?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


Has the love that you hoped would be a part of your family failed?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


Has violence and anger invaded your home and shattered the peace you planned for your family?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


Do you feel all alone and frightened that you may never have the family you planned?  Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!


The next time you or one of your loved ones face one of these or similar challenges when your plans have been changed, remember: “Don’t be afraid!  The Lord is with you!”  Nothing is impossible to God.  He proved that when He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born as one of us—a human being—of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate in our place, was crucified and buried for our sins, and rose victoriously that we might have the promise of eternal life with our Father in heaven.   


Isn’t it time for a change?  Does that sound possible?  It is, you know.  It’s not only possible; it is a present reality.  Our plans are changed through Christ.  From eternity our heavenly Father has made His plan for us through the forgiveness purchased for us by His Son Jesus Christ!  In Christ, God has planned for us beyond our comprehension.  Through the saving water and Word of Holy Baptism we have received the Holy Spirit and have been adopted as God’s sons—heirs of His eternal kingdom.  In Christ, we have a family and a life that will never end!  This is our Advent hope, and “nothing is impossible with God!”  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.  

