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Midweek Lent 6 ~ March 28, 2007 

“I AM the Light”


The text for this evening is portions of John 8 & 12:

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!


Darkness and light are not on the same level.  It’s not as if you can have a pound of darkness and a pound of light.  A room that is dark is empty of light.  Just like a vacuum, it describes what is not there.  Darkness is the absence of light.  


When Jesus comes to talk about being the light of the world, the same great I AM who said, “I AM” to Moses at that brightly burning bush is on the scene.  This is also how the great “I AM” came to tell the people of Judah that He would be able to bring them back from exile in Babylon.  He said that He is the light that shines in the darkness.


Now, since darkness is nothing, that means it can’t stop the light.  The darkness cannot overcome the light.  So Lent is not a time to fight the darkness but to discover what it means to be people who live in the Light of Christ.


What about those who live in darkness?  Jesus said that because human beings who are born are all born into a broken relationship with God, into an emptiness, into a darkness, they are born into a sin-darkened world.  That means we cannot clearly see who God is and what He has done.  We can know that there is something out there, but we don’t know what it is.  Jesus comes to say: “Let Me help you see what’s in the world.”


People who are born in the darkness of sin find two ways to try to deal with it.  On the one hand, some people try to follow the scheme that says: “Everyone’s ideas are as good as the next person’s.”  On the other hand, some people will try to deal with the darkness by adding their own rules and regulations.  


In our country, we have freedom of religion.  What that really means is that everyone says: “I have a right to believe what I want to.  I can figure out life the way I want to figure it out.  I don’t want to have to play by anyone else’s rules.  In fact, the other people who have rules don’t even know where they got them.  So, why should I make it tough on myself and follow someone else’s rules when they don’t know where they got them.  I am going to do what I want to do.”  

Those who grope around in the darkness keep trying to find some semblance of order.  They can’t, but they have nothing else to look for so they keep on looking.  Sadly, even when someone comes along and says: “Let me share my answer with you,” the response is often: “How come you’re better than me?  Who are you anyway?”

Jesus hears that from the Pharisees.  “Who made you judge over us anyway?  We know who our dad is—our dad is Abraham.  You don’t even know who your dad is.  There’re rumors going around that it’s not Joseph.  We’re not sure who your dad is.”  And so Jesus met with resistance.  He shines as the light, but in their sin they run away from Him.  

In actual fact, Jesus comes to shine the light on everybody.  Some love Him at the foot of the cross as a human being, but none wants the full light of His judgment about emptiness and dark lives—none of us wants that to be shone for what it really is.  And so, by nature, we are going to run away, to try one scheme after another to find happiness in this world, to find joy.  We hear all sorts of schemes that people come up with for what to do with their life.

There are some societies which have found a very different way to deal with living in the darkness.  Instead of letting everyone grope around, there are a chosen or self-appointed few who decide they are going to give the rules and everyone had better obey them.

Billy Graham, returning from a preaching tour in North Korea, commented on how safe it was, how clean the cities were where he had preached.  As I thought about that, I said to myself: “Sure… sure it’s going to be safe when you’re in a country where, if you’re caught stealing, you’re hand or your head might come off immediately.”

Any country can make people obey by making punishment for any offense severe.  We can make people be nice if we turn the screws down hard enough.  If we make sure the punishment is severe enough, we can make it look as if there is real love, real respect for others.

Our country, using fewer threats and pressures, show much more the foolishness and wickedness of the lives of people who are living in the dark, groping for their moment of happiness, their moment of glory, but not finding it.  But whether we let everyone choose their own way of life or impose solutions, both are equally ways of darkness.

In the church, both of those schemes have been advocated.  There are people who are Christians who say: “Being Christian means that God has forgiven me and now I can do whatever I want to.  I am free of all those rules, so don’t tell me what I have to do as a Christian.  I am redeemed; I am free of all that.”

But we’ve also seen that other kind, the kind of Christian who would say: “Here are God’s rules; you’d better obey them or God will get you for it.  God knows how to deal with you.  He’ll catch you.  He’ll shine His light on you and He’ll get you for each and every mistake.”

When Jesus says, “I am the Light of the world,” He does not come as one who says, “I’ll turn the light on so that you can do what you please.”  Nor is He One who says: “I’ll turn the light on your sins and then I’ll chase you until you change.”


But rather, Jesus turn the light on so that we can see and know where to go when we cannot see that we cannot help ourselves, that we must come to Him.  He turns the light on so that we quit searching and quit trying and quit being afraid of God because His time came and He was lifted up upon the cross for us.


Jesus took the consequences of our darkness, our groping around, our trying to see if we could make life our own way, and hopefully stay one step ahead of God or the devil.  His own Father shined the light of judgment on Him and saw each one of us.  Our sins were placed on Him.  And then He suffered and His light was snuffed out and He went into the realm of Satan, the realm of darkness, so that He could declare a victory over death and Satan and darkness for us.


As Jesus came forth from the grave on the brightness of that Easter morning, He said: “I’m your light.  I’m not a light that is poking around to make you feel guilty, but a light that can show you the way.  I can show you the way My Father empowers you to go and leads you to go.”


When God calls us to follow and do His will, it is not with the threat of having a hand, or a head, or an eternal life chopped off; it is rather in light of the promise that we have been restored.  The light helps us know how to react to the situations of life.  We can live in the presence of God and not be afraid.  

When Moses went up on the mountain to get the commandments, when Elijah went to Mount Sinai, the glory of God quickly passed by, they could not stand directly in the presence of God.  When Jesus came, He said: “Now I am making it possible for you to stand in My Father’s presence without any fear.”


Jesus did not come to threaten us with God’s judgment.  He came to remove our fear of living in God’s light.  He came to open to us God’s mercy.  His hour was our hour.  His death was our death.  His resurrection is our resurrection.


Jesus told His disciples: “You’re going to have to take up your crosses and follow Me.  He did not necessarily mean that they were going to have to suffer, certainly not to the extent that He suffered.  Jesus already suffered for all of our sins in our place, including the worst of all—enduring God’s righteous wrath for all of our sins.


What He meant is this: “You are going to have to lay down control of your own life.  Lay down control of your own little groping in the dark world, deciding you’ll be in charge.  Lay down your own desire to control and make others do what you tell them to.  You will have to trust that the Counselor, the Spirit of God, will lead people to the truth and shine light on His love for you even still today.”


People who are right now living lives against God can be touched by the Spirit who brings the light of Christ’s forgiving love.  We are called to reflect that light.  We reflect that light.


Very often in Lent, people think about sins of commission.  What do we do wrong?  Today, we need to think about what our sins of omission are.  How often have we, as people in whom light shines, looked at others and said: “They don’t count; they’re not like us; their lives are not good; they will never change anyway; they wouldn’t fit; let them be with their own.”


Our Lord says: “I’ve come to make you all one.  If you cannot speak, you can pray that others will.  If you cannot stand up, you can still bring and invite.”  And so Jesus says: “I AM the Light of the whole world, not just your own little corner of it, your own little exclusive group, but the whole world.  And I want you to bring others into My light.”


“I want you to hunger and to look for ways for others to quit running in the darkness, either groping around for your own answers or suffering because somebody else imposes their answers about how to live life on you.  Instead, I want all of you to know you have the freedom to come into My presence without fear.  I will light the way for you.  Be immersed in My love for others and you will also be moved to shine My love onto others.”


In this sixth week of Lent, we turn away from ourselves, away from how we are doing.  That is already settled by our Lord’s suffering and dying for us.  He’s already done everything that needs to be done for our salvation.  Having already been justified by God’s grace through faith, we are freed to serve our neighbor.  In the light of His love, we remember that the Spirit of God can work through us to bring others.  


May we truly be dedicated and rededicated, seeing that light shine a place where the world would not see it shine.  May we hunger for and invite and encourage and visit with and pray for those who do not yet know Christ as Lord, trusting that Jesus will bring them too, hunger as the Father hungers and as the Son hungers and as the Spirit hungers to shine that light of the love of the triune God for all human beings.  May we be dedicated during this holy season and every day of the year to be looking for ways in which the forgiveness which we have can shine in the hearts of others.  

The only power which will overcome the darkness, cast out all fear, and welcome others into the light is found in Jesus Christ.  He has lived the perfect life that you and I could not live.  He has suffered and died the death that you and I deserved on the cross.  He has risen from the dead, proving His victory over sin, death, and the devil.  He has called you out of the darkness of sin and into His wonderful light.  And for His sake you are forgiven of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.  
