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Stewardship 

"God's stewards live with an awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity" is the eighth of eight Biblical Stewardship Principles being used in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.  This principle expresses the truth that God's stewards live intentionally in the light of the Lord's eternal purpose while being firmly committed to His rule in the here and now.

There is an old expression that goes like this:  "Don't be so earthly-minded that you are no heavenly good or so heavenly-minded that you are no earthly good!"  A related question might be:  "What on earth are you doing for heaven's sake?"  Most of us have probably been rebuked with a question like that when we were caught doing or saying something we shouldn't have been.  But, with the right emphasis, that can be a good question for a maturing steward.

Maturing stewards live with many tensions.  The greatest tension is that of being at the very same time saint and sinner.  God, in Christ, has reconciled us to himself as his children; yet we live with the old sin nature as very much a part of us.  The good we would do we often do not do, and the evil we want to avoid is what we frequently do.  Maturing stewards seek to manage all of life and life's resources for God's purposes.  How do we balance all the roles and activities of life?  How do we manage our time?  How do we manage our financial resources?  How do we live and work in the present and plan in a God-pleasing way for the future?  What does it mean to store up treasures in heaven without becoming too close to them in this present life?  How do we develop estate plans that take responsible care of our loved ones and also give proper consideration for the work of the Lord?  These are important questions for maturing stewards to consider.

During November we celebrate a national Thanksgiving Day.  Truly God's blessings upon our nation and all of us citizens are great and undeserved.  But that's true not just around Thanksgiving time, but for every day of our lives.  Maturing stewards recognize that all things rightfully belong to God and come from him, and our role is to manage them in a way that balances important priorities for our time, skills and money.  This balance includes supporting family, church, community and nation with all that has been entrusted to us.  This balance also includes wise planning for the future so that God's kingdom will be extended beyond our lifetimes.  It is a both/and not an either/or.

"Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and do so with joyful and thankful hearts."

“LifeQuotes” from Lutherans for Life

“Pro-lifers can become frustrated when our Biblical, reasonable, logical, and loving message is twisted and turned until we are compared to the Taliban!  Pro-lifers can become angry at the deafening silence of so many in the church when 3,200 of God’s handiwork are killed every day through abortion and in terribly cruel ways.  This is a righteous anger.  We should be angry!  But we should not sin in our anger.  Our anger should not lead us to violence or abrasiveness or arrogant insult.  We should not return evil with evil.  To do so only raises barriers and defenses that are often impenetrable … The truth we proclaim is not to be proclaimed timidly or ashamedly, but it is to be proclaimed in love.  Love confronts people with their sins.  Paul reminds us of the way of love. ‘Love is patent, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth’ (1 Corinthians 13:4-6).” Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb  Lutherans For Life (888) 364-LIFE www.lutheransforlife.org
Pastor’s Ponderings

Each year that I’ve been here at Trinity, I’ve written about thankfulness for the Pastor’s Ponderings section of the November newsletter.  At the risk of falling into a rut, this year will be no different.  After all that our Lord has given us – life, eternal life, forgiveness, salvation, food, clothing, family, home, etc. – a once-a-year-public-counting-of-blessings seems the least we can do.  In 1 Thessalonians, St. Paul admonishes us to “be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (5:16-18).

That, of course, is easier said than done.  But Paul did not only tell us to do this, he practiced what he preached.  Although he endured many trials and suffering for his faith, Paul counted it all as joy to be able to serve Christ Jesus.  Paul learned how to be thankful whatever his circumstances.  It didn’t matter how tough things got or how good things went, Paul was content.  

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul revealed the secret to his contentment.  “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. ﻿ I can do everything through Him who gives me strength” (4:12-13).  Realizing Jesus Christ had paid the great price for each and every one of his sins, Paul was so thankful, he could even boast about his weaknesses and thank the Lord for the trials that came into his life.  

Paul didn’t learn this all by himself, but as he endured the painful “thorn in my flesh,” the Lord Himself had told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  This led the apostle to say, “That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

So, in order follow Paul’s example and have my own faith stretched (and at the risk of being considered a masochist), my list of blessings for this year for which I am thankful will be my weaknesses.

· ﻿I thank you Lord, for my nearsightedness.  It’s certainly an obvious reminder to me that I am not perfect in every way.  But perhaps even more subtly, it reminds me that there might be others who see things more clearly than I on occasion.  It teaches me that there’s no shame in using corrective measures, but only indicates foolishness if you try to ignore the weakness or disdain the help that is available.

· I thank you Lord, that I’m not wealthy.  It keeps me relying on you for my daily bread, rather than trusting in my own efforts and abilities.  It keeps me from my natural inclination to place too much stock on “things” or personal goals and accomplishments, and helps me to focus more on other people and their needs and emotions.

· I thank you Lord, that I do not know everything that lies ahead of me, nor do I always understand why certain things happen in my life.  Each day is a thrilling adventure, a living lesson in leaning how to trust you and your good and gracious promises.  Sure, there are some scary times, but knowing what ultimately lays ahead (resurrection and eternal life) I can eagerly look forward to whatever you may place in my day.

Of course, my list of weaknesses is much more extensive than this.  But I usually try to keep this letter to fitting on one page, and the editors informed me that if we tried to do that, the font would be so small that no one would be able to read it (even with corrective lenses).  However, this should be enough to help you start your list of weaknesses to be thankful for.  Give it a try!









God’s blessings!









Pastor Moeller

How to Become a Member of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member Orientation classes.  A new class will begin soon.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Moeller as soon as possible. 

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:

· The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

· A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another Lutheran congregation.

· Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not been active in their former church.

New Member/Information Classes

With people wishing to join our church, one of the best introductions to our life here at Trinity is our New Member/Information class.  We will be starting a new class soon.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Moeller as soon as possible.

LWML Ink Cartridge Recycling

Our congregation is taking part in a very important project on behalf of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  

Here’s how you can help.  Contact local businesses and individuals, and ask them if they would donate their used empty cartridges for the good of our LWML.  

Ask them to place used printer cartridges in the box from the replacement and you will pick them up.  We have a clean receptacle in our church and will collect used empty cartridges.  

Your efforts will turn trash into cash to help with funding the work of the South Dakota host committee for the June 2007 LWML convention in Sioux Falls.

Treasures of Spain and Portugal

Concordia Theological Seminary is sponsoring an educational tour, “Treasures of Spain and Portugal,” early in 2004.  For 11 days, February 28 – March 9, 2004 tour participants will visit Madrid, Lisbon, and other sites of interest in the Iberian Peninsula, many of them significant for the history of the Christian Church.  The tour hosts will be seminary professor, Dr. David Scaer, and his wife Dorothy.  The cost is $1,959 from Chicago.  

For more information, ask Pastor Moeller for a copy of their brochure or you can contact the seminary at 1-877-287-4338, ext. 2172, or via e-mail ctstours@mail.ctsfw.edu or write CTS tours, 6600 N. Clinton, Ft. Wayne, IN  46825.

Men’s Club Pie Sales

The Men’s Club is holding their annual pie sales fundraiser.  Proceeds will be used for the new parsonage garage.  If you would like one of these delicious pies, please contact one of the members of the Men’s Club before November 10th.

Thanksgiving Service

There will be a special Thanksgiving worship service on Wednesday, November 26th at 7:00 p.m.
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