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        November 2009 
Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Dear Christian friends; 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you,” so urges St. Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  I 
don’t know about you, but I can’t read or hear these words without feeling at least a 
little bit guilty.  “Pray without ceasing.”  I struggle with this. 
 

For as long as I can remember, I have heard pastors preach, and I myself have 
preached, that the life of the Christian is a life of prayer.  I have taught children and 

adults, written numerous articles in this newsletter, extolling the importance and practice of prayer.  I 
have encouraged daily individual and family devotions, even while I have struggled to develop this 
important discipline in my own life.  My days are so much different when I begin with reading Scripture, 
meditating upon it, singing a hymn, and praying.  Yet I allow Satan to distract me and derail me.  Like 
you, I know and appreciate the value that a regular time of devotion can bring to my life as a Christian.  
Still I let the busyness of the world rob me of this important time. 
 

I have found the Treasury of Daily Prayer from Concordia Publishing House to be a wonderful aid in my 
personal daily prayer and devotional life.  I know that many of you have found it to be helpful as well.  
For those of you who aren’t familiar with it, Treasury of Daily Prayer is a devotional book designed to 
meet the needs of the Christian who wishes to follow a disciplined order of daily prayer centered in the 
Scriptures.  It employs the rich resources of liturgy, prayer, and writings from various Christian teachers 
throughout the centuries.  And it is designed so that this period of devotion can be part of any schedule. 
 

I personally use the service of Morning Prayer, which combines elements from the ancient orders of 
Matins and Lauds which historically were conducted at the break of day.  In the Reformation, Luther 
retained Matins as a daily office of preaching, praise, and prayer.  As the Christian prays Matins, he or 
she receives the new day as a gift from God’s hand with praise, thanksgiving, and intercession.  God’s 
Word is read, thus the opening of the day is “made holy by the Word of God and prayer” (1 Timothy 4:5).  
The petitions of Matins seek God’s blessings, protection, and guidance as the Christian prepares for the 
duties of the day.  The readings and writings help us to focus on the Good News of salvation through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, His life, death, and resurrection each and every day. 
 

For the past year, I have prayed this privately in my office.  But, consistent with its early use, I would like 
to start praying the Morning Service, each weekday, Monday through Friday, in the church sanctuary at 
7:30 a.m.  Anyone who wishes to join me can bring along his or her copy of Treasury of Daily Prayer.  
Even if you don’t have a copy yet, you can still join us.  On the days when my schedule does not permit 
me to lead the service, feel free to come into the sanctuary for your prayers anyway. 
 

Please note that you are invited to join me whenever it works for you.  No one should feel compelled to 
do so.  It is not my intent to imply that participating in this Morning Service is better than your own 
private devotions.  I merely offer it as an opportunity to join with other Christians in prayer and/or to 
learn how to use this wonderful resource for your own prayers or your family devotions.  If you have your 
own system for a time of daily devotions, by all means, continue in it.  If you’re interested in joining us 
on any particular day, by all means, please do so! 
   

In Christ! 
        Pastor Moeller 
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Stewardship Thoughts  
On November 1st Christians around the world join in celebrating All Saints Day.  Among the saints in 
heaven are our loved ones who have died in the faith and now share in the joys of heaven.  The 
recommended Epistle reading for All Saints day comes from Revelation 7 and includes these words:  
“These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night 
in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  Never again will they hunger; 
never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat down upon them, nor any scorching heat.  For the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water, and 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 7:14-17). 
 

This beautiful picture of the saints before the throne brings us comfort as we remember our loved ones 
who have passed before us and strengthens our hope in the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. On the last Thursday of November we celebrate Thanksgiving Day which provides us with 
the opportunity to pause and thank our God for his mercy which endures forever and his providing of so 
many spiritual and physical blessings day after day. 
 

How fitting it is to remember the example, instruction and encouragement of those saints who have been 
special blessings to us.  Many of us learned about the grace of God in Jesus Christ our Savior at the knees 
of Christian parents.  Many of us have also learned from them what it is like to live as God’s children 
who receive his gifts with thanksgiving. We thank God for those who have been teachers and examples of 
good stewardship.  It is so true that only the Holy Spirit can change us from selfish, self-centered sinners 
into faithful stewards of all that God has given to us.  But the example of good stewardship that we 
learned from our parents and other important people in our lives is a great blessing. 
 

One day we will join the saints in heaven but until then God empowers us to be teachers, models and 
examples of good stewardship for our children and other people who are special to us.  “Christian 
stewardship really is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in 
managing all of life and life’s resources for his purposes.” 
 

One of our common table prayers contains these words:  “Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest and may these 
gifts to us be blessed.”  The godly ladies who are part of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) have added these great stewardship thoughts to this prayer:  “And may there be a goodly share 
on every table everywhere and may we help to put it there.” 
 

May God bless us as his stewards so that our management of all of life and life’s resources (money, time, 
talents, relationships, etc.) honors him, blesses our neighbors, and serves as an example and 
encouragement to those around us. 
 

Treasury of Daily Prayer 
Treasury of Daily Prayer is a comprehensive Lutheran resource for daily devotions from 
Concordia Publishing House.  Everything you need for a rich devotional time is 
included—daily Scripture lessons, liturgy, prayers, and writings.  If you are interested in 
ordering your own copy or just getting more information, please speak to Pastor Moeller. 
 

Individual Confession & Absolution 
With the historic Church, we maintain the practice of offering Individual Confession & Absolution.   
Each month in the newsletter, times when Pastor will be in his office to hear your confession and give you 
God’s absolution.  Otherwise you may make an appointment.  You may look at the rite of Individual 
Absolution in Luther’s Small Catechism in preparation. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
We will be holding our Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 25th at 7:30 p.m.  Please 
mark this on your calendar and plan on joining us. 
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How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran  
We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and 
adults.  We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member 
Orientation classes.   
 

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways: 
• The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church. 
• A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another 

Lutheran congregation. 
• Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not 

been active in their former church. 
 

Fit For Life  
Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  If we 
all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God still speak 
to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?   
 

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an 
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful 

ways.  It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to 
know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller.  We will be starting a new class in November. 
 

Lutheran Confessions Reading Group 
Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confessions?  Is the study of our Confessions 
only for 7th and 8th grade students in Catechism class?  For that matter, what are the Lutheran 
Confessions?  The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements of 
faith that we use as a basis of what we believe.  Far more than mere historical documents, they are still 
viewed today by Confessional Lutherans as a definitive statement of what it means to be Christian and 
Lutheran.  Since we believe that the Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are 
a summary of the Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must 
be judged. 
 

Our Lutheran Confessions Reading Group meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  In this class, we read from 
the Bible and Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions.  Class members have the opportunity to learn more 
about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.  Everybody is invited to 
join us! 
 

Men’s Bible Study on Hebrews 
The Book of Hebrews is one of the most profound books of the New Testament.  If you are 
looking for a model to follow, a cause with which to identify, you’ll find it here.  If you are 
looking for solid food instead of baby food, you’ll enjoy the study of this book.  This first-
century letter to the Hebrew Christians is heavy on theology and is filled with all kinds of 
practical applications for Christian life in this century.  But above all, it points us to the 
Fulfillment of Faith—Jesus Christ—the one who saves us and empowers us to live the new 
life! 

 

All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and studying 
this fascinating book of the Bible. 
 
TLC Bible Study 

Each Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible passages for upcoming Sunday School, 
preschool, and daycare lessons.  Everyone is invited to join us!  If you would like to attend, but would 
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pastor Moeller. 
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Lifelight Bible Study on Acts 
St. Luke, in his introduction to the Book of Acts writes: “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day that He was taken up to heaven.”  This sets the stage 
for Luke’s second book, Acts, which details how Jesus was with His church as they continued to share 
His Gospel with the world.   
 

The Book of Acts records the events that testify to the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through 
the church to gather, equip, and enliven its members so that all people might receive God’s gift of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 
 

Please join our Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. as we explore this fascinating 
book. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: The Lord’s Supper 

“You believe what about the Lord’s Supper?” 
 

“I know. It’s hard to explain. But that’s what Jesus says.” 
 

“Oh, come on! That’s just your interpretation.” 
 

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often find themselves struggling to 
explain their beliefs and practices.  Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” 
of the doctrines of the church, they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to 
share the “why.”  When confronted with different doctrines, they cannot clearly state 
their faith, much less understand the differences between denominations. 

 

Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid 
opportunities to share what they have learned from Christ and His Word.  The Lutheran Difference Bible 
study series will identify how Lutherans differ from other Christians and demonstrate from the Bible why 
Lutherans differ.  These studies will prepare Lutherans to share their faith and help non-Lutherans 
understand the Lutheran difference. 
 

All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. as we study the 
wonderful gift Christ has given us in His Sacrament of the Altar, the Lord’s Supper. 
 

A Longer Look at the Lessons 
Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons.  This Bible 
study based on the lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about each week’s readings 
and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riches of the weekly lessons while providing an 
opportunity for thought and personal application. 
 

Sing the Faith: The Small Catechism Set to Music 
Words paired with music are more easily learned and remembered.  With Sing the 
Faith, the words of the Small Catechism are set to original tunes in order to teach 
and aid memory of these important words.  Each of the 67 upbeat songs covers a 
portion of the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, 
Confession, the Office of the Keys, the Lord’s Supper, and prayers.  Sing at home, 
in the car, at school or at Sunday School. Sing here, there, and everywhere. 
 

If you would like a copy for your family please speak to Pastor Moeller. 
 

Newsletter on-line 
Many people are not aware that Trinity’s monthly newsletter is available via email or at our website 
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org .  One of the advantages of the online edition is colored photos.  It is 
also much easier to forward to friends or neighbors.  Another advantage is cost savings—there is no 
postage.  If you would be interested in receiving your monthly newsletter via email, you may contact 
Pastor at pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org . 
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Cleaning List Updated 
You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning the church has changed.  
Instead of two families per week, there are usually three.  The cleaning duties for the 
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updated as well.  When it 
is your turn to clean, please speak with the other families on the list to determine 
who will do what area.  You may find the list of cleaning duties on the bulletin 
boards in the church nave and fellowship hall.   
 

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the church is done on a 
voluntary basis.  Everyone is given the opportunity to help.  If you have not been included and would like 
to help please contact the church office.  If circumstances have changed (such as health or work schedule) 
and you are not able to help, please contact the church office. 
 

If you wish to hire someone to clean, Tammie Eggebraaten is available.  You can call her at 940-9028.  If 
anyone else would be interested in cleaning, please contact the church office. 
 

Campus Ministry Information 
The District Office is asking all congregations to provide contact information on all their members who 
are attending colleges or universities this year. If you or your son or daughter are heading off for college 
or university, please let Pastor Moeller know their name, the post-secondary school they will be attending, 
the student’s school address and phone number, and e-mail address. 
 

Welcome to New Members 
Rob and Melissa Mayer and their family 
recently became members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. A little over a year ago they moved out 
to the country by Hartford after living in Sioux 
Falls for 7 years.  Rob works for the State of SD 
as a Highway Patrolman and Melissa is an 
Administrative Assistant at Avera McKennan 
Hospital.  They have two boys, 
Christopher, 5, and Riley, almost 2.  They both 
attend daycare at Trinity Learning Center and 
Christopher also goes to Preschool there as well. 
The family likes to spend their summer time 
camping and in the winter months 
watching Vikings games.  
 
 

Confirmation Pictures 
We would like have pictures of all the confirmands and the pastor who confirmed them during the last 
128 years.  We will put them in the picture book cabinet and will update it every year.  If you have 
pictures, please bring them to Kathy Totton or Donna Vogt.  If you would like them returned, we will 
make copies and give them back to you. 
 
Issues, Etc. 

REAL REFORMATION RADIO…You can listen to in-depth conversations on The 
Reformation Today, Reformation Solas, The Lord’s Supper, Vatican Attempts to Reach 
Out to Disaffected Anglicans, Hate Crimes Legislation and more.  Issues, Etc. is a radio 
talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public 
Radio.  You can listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org. 
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Jumpstart the Start 
You are invited to be a part of an event called Jumpstart the Start to learn more about the beginning 
of Lutheran High School of Sioux Falls, scheduled to open August 16, 2010.  Jumpstart the Start is an 
evening of food, fellowship, and financial encouragement scheduled for Sunday, November 15, 5:30-8:30 
p.m., at the Faith Lutheran Church “Christian Life Center,” 601 N. Cliff Avenue in Sioux Falls.  That 
evening, you’ll enjoy a wonderful meal at no cost to you, hear a progress report about Lutheran High 
School of Sioux Falls, and be given the opportunity to give a “jumpstart” gift to the school for its many 
start-up needs.   Rev. Dr. Brian Friedrich, President of Concordia University-Nebraska, will be the key-
note speaker.  “World Ready, Faith Secure” are the words we like to use when we think about the 
incredible academic and spiritual education experience our young people will have at the Lutheran High 
School.  Help us make this happen!  Join us Sunday, November 15, to Jumpstart the Start!  Seating is 
limited.  Please RSVP to Mr. David Waterman, school principal, by November 6th, if you wish to attend 
(phone 951-1332). 
 

Life: A Better Choice 
“Life: A Better Choice” is an educational advertising campaign 
sponsored by Lutherans For Life of South Dakota.  We hope to 
broadcast on statewide television a series of ads that deal with 
important life issues honestly, but sensitively and tactfully.   
 

Our goals are: 
• to encourage individuals and to influence our culture to 

make a better choice when it comes to life issues. 
 

• to create an awareness of the mission and work of 
Lutherans For Life. 

 

• to share the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ with those who are experiencing the guilt and 
despair associated with past sins related to life choices. 

 

• to raise $50,000 each year, which could purchase more than 7,500 ads on statewide broadcast 
television. 

 

Please send your donations to: 
 

 “Life: A Better Choice” 
 PO Box 193 
 Armour, SD  57313 
 

Checks may be made payable to:  
SD Lutherans For Life 

 

For more information check out our website: www.lutheransforlifesd.org 
 

Remember to Call 
Remember to give your church & pastor a call if you are: 

• going to the hospital   
• facing challenges  
• in need of prayer 
• having a baby 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:30 am Private 
            Confession 
9:30 am Worship  
        w/communion 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
7:00  pm Men’s  
         Club meeting 
 

2 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

3 
9:00 am Chapel at  
        Tieszen Home 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

4 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
              Class 
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  
         w/communion 

5 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:00 am Fit for Life  
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
               Study 
 

6 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

7 
10:30 am SD LFL 

8 
8:30 am Private 
            Confession 
9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 

9 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

10 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

11 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
1:30 pm LWML 
5:30 pm Catechism  
              Class 
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  
         w/communion 

12 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:00 am Fit for Life 
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
               Study 
6:30 pm Elders  
               meeting 

13 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

14 

15 
9:30 am Worship 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
5:30  pm  
        “Jumpstart the   
 Start” SF Lutheran 
High School          

16 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

17 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
               Study 
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

18 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
              Class 
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship  
          

19 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Circuit  
      Pastors meeting 
          at Alexandria 

20 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:00 am Fit for Life  

21 

22 
8:30 am Private 
            Confession 
9:30 am Worship  
       w/communion 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 

23 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

24 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  
1:30 pm TLC Bible  
               Study 
7:00 pm Lutheran  
         Confessions  
         reading group 

25 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am Lifelight  
             Bible study 
5:30 pm Catechism  
              Class 
5:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Worship        
        w/communion 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

27 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 

28 

29 
9:30 am Worship 
10:45 am  S.S. &  
 Adult Bible Study 
7:00  pm Men’s  
         Club meeting 

30 
6:00 am Men’s  
           Bible study 
7:30 am Morning 
              Prayer 
9:30 am TLC  
              Chapel  

     

November 2009 Cleaners, Greeters, Head Ushers, 
& Acolytes 

 

Head Elder: Ben Matthies 
 
Sunday, November 1st        
Cleaners:   Dwane & Audrey Matthies, Randy  
  Matthies, Ashley  Matthies, Rodney &  
  Joy Hohn 
Greeters: Dwane & Audrey Matthies 
Head Usher: Thad Johnson 
Acolyte: Brady Johnson 
 
Sunday, November 8th         
Cleaners:   Monte & Shary Muchow, Marlo  
  Anderson, Mike Anderson 
Greeters: Monte & Shary Muchow 
Head Usher: Thad Johnson 
Acolyte: Tyler Rueter 
 
Sunday, November 15th        
Cleaners:   Ray & JoAnn Matthies, Bryan &  
  Susan Kelley, Dale & June Snyder-
Greeters: Bryan & Susan Kelley 
Head Ushers: Kylee Thompson 
Acolyte: John Funk 
 
Sunday, November 22nd       
Cleaners:   Roger & Bert Carls, Henry Dansman,  
  Jr., Dianne Dansman, Adel & Amy  
  Valdes 
Greeters: Roger & Bert Carls 
Head Ushers: Kylee Thompson 
Acolyte: Jholayne Halverson 
 
Sunday, November 29th        
Cleaners:   George & Donna Vogt, Jean  
  Gregersen, Amber Connolly, Melvin  
  Matthies 
Greeters: George & Donna Vogt 
Head Ushers: Kylee Thompson 
Acolyte: Abby Totton 
 
Sunday, December 6th         
Cleaners:   Joe & Mary Krizan, Candace Nelson,  
  Marilyn Matthies, Harvey & LaRaye  
  Rehfeldt 
Greeters: Joe & Mary Krizan   
Head Ushers: Kylee Thompson 
Acolyte: Lindsey Eggebraaten 


