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The text for this Transfiguration Sunday is the Gospel lesson (Mark 9:2-9) which has already been read.

Grace and Peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
      First, I want to say thank you to all the members of Trinity for inviting my family and me back to Hartford.  The separation from our Christian family here has been one of the more difficult transitions we have had to make since our move to Indiana.  I suppose in some ways our coming back is a way for you to see the changes we have made and to see if there has been a change in me, at least theologically or pastorally.  There have also been changes in you too, like the addition of the parish hall and the new faces in the membership and soon many faces will change with the growth of some hair.
      Sometimes, these changes are obvious, perhaps that the children have grown and matured.  Or, at other times the changes are made within and are not so obvious.  There also was a great change which took place in the lives of three apostles.  Six days after Peter’s great confession to Jesus, “You are the Son of the Living God.”  Jesus takes with Him unto the mountain, Peter, James and John who would witness His Transfiguration.  This witness to the glory of our Lord was not so obvious to these disciples, especially Peter, who in enthusiasm and confusion wanted to put up tents, kind of a mountain top KOA {campout}.  It was not obvious to the disciples that the change that took place in Jesus was a conformation that all the Law and prophecies were soon to be fulfilled in Jerusalem.
      It is not always obvious to us either that the Son of God who now sits enthroned at the right hand of the Father, interceding for us with His enormous love could also be the Angel of Death at the Passover and who on the Last Day judges all people sending His chosen ones through the gates of heaven and those condemned – to everlasting fire.  It is not always obvious either, that no matter how good we are it is never good enough for us to merit salvation.  We all are born into sin and struggle continually throughout our lives as both saint and sinner.  We struggle with the appeal of temptation often forgetting the obvious, that Satan is real, prowling like a lion looking for someone to devour. 
      Sometimes that which is obvious is hard or even impossible to see and comprehend.  When we read the Holy Word of God does Jesus jump out of every verse?  Yet He is there.  He is there in the fire and the cloud.  He is there in the manna, quail and the water from the stricken rock.  He is the Word who speaks to and through the prophets and joins the men in the fiery furnace.  How do we miss the obvious?  The same way the Pharisees and scribes missed the Christ.  The same way the two disciples on the road to Emmaus missed the risen Savior.  The same way Mary Magdalene thought that Jesus was the gardener.  Our eyes are veiled because we do not look with our heart, we doubt and want to feel with our own hands the holes made by the nails and the spear.  We want to see to believe.  But even the disciples who saw were confused.
      The brilliant Glory shining forth from Jesus on that mountain was His Glory from eternity.  His Transfiguration in Glory revealed Him as the Son of God, who with Moses and Elijah talked of His exodus or departure.  The exodus from His ministry, the exodus from His disciples, the exodus when He leaves His state of Humiliation on this earth.  They talked of His work, His obedience to the Father, His passion which will take Him to a terrible and bloody death, hanging on a cursed tree.  With nails piercing His hands and feet He would pour out His life’s blood.  
      Jesus had begun to teach the disciples that He must go to Jerusalem to die.  For Him that was the very reason for which He was sent – to die for the sins of the world.  Jesus knowing the things to come took these disciples not only to witness His glory but also to glimpse heaven.  The Transfiguration was a turning point of sorts in His ministry that from here on the focus would be Jerusalem and the death which would come for the fulfillment.  

      In this world the winds of change are always blowing.  We see and experience change in many ways, and we may not always like it.  There are times when change affects us in ways contrary to what we want.  You may have to change the way you shop, drive and work because of pricing, road construction and policies.  You may have to change the way you eat, travel and think because of illness, car trouble and external influences.  We are like Peter wanting change when it looks like it will be good for us like the Transfiguration and we are again like Peter not wanting change, as when Jesus rebukes him for not wanting to hear about Jesus’ death when Jesus tells him, “Get behind me Satan.”
      Jesus could not allow Peter to change Him or want to change Him from who and what He was.  Peter did not want Jesus to die but to remain to be a earthly King.  But Jesus and His work could only be defined as the sacrificial Lamb who gives of Himself and gives Himself over to death for the punishment of the sins of the world.  Peter was seeing the wrong Jesus which is why Jesus rebuked him.

      Jesus wants us to believe and trust in Him, to follow Him not by what we want or what the world wants.  He wants for all to see who He truly is and what He has truly done.  For hell is not only reserved for the unbeliever but even for those who believe in the wrong Jesus.  They believe in the Christ who mends their broken hearts, broken relationships, and broken lives. {And, it must be said, Christ certainly does all these things.}  But they fail to see why and in what way Christ mends their broken lives.  They fail to believe in the Christ whose heart was broken on the cross, whose relationship with His Father was broken on the cross, and whose life was broken by the bitter pain and agony of bearing our sins on the cross.    

      The central message of the Church is not Christ the Helper, Christ the Family Strengthener, Christ the Success Giver, Christ the Money Manager, or Christ the True, Blue Friend.  The central message of the Church is summed up by St. Paul in two words: Christ Crucified.  The cross is Christ’s glory and there He seeks His enduring glory which was first seen on the Mountain of Transfiguration.    
      Thanks be to God, that Jesus only changed appearance not direction.  While things never stay the same in this forever changing world, Jesus kept faithful and obedient to the Father who Himself never changes.  His Word and promises remain steadfast throughout eternity.  Just as at the Baptism of Jesus, God also spoke on the mountain, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”  Listen to Him; truly we should listen to Him as Jesus is how the Father now speaks to His people.  The author of Hebrews writes, “In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.”  It is by the words and work of the Son who has brought us salvation.  In the words of St. Peter, “Lord to whom should we go? You have the words of eternal life.”  

      There is no where else to go for freedom from the bondage of Satan’s grip but to the Word of God.  Jesus did not change anything but used the Words of God to resist the temptation in the wilderness when Satan twisted Scripture, “throw yourself down for it is written.”  But Jesus was not fooled by the deceiver’s tricks but also quoted the Word, “Do not test the Lord your God.”  Jesus gives us a model to follow that we too can rely on the Word of God to overcome the evil foe.  When we trust in our Savior we also confess with Peter, “You have the words of eternal life.”  

      Jesus would be true to his discussion with Moses and Elijah, he went to Jerusalem.  Jesus went from His shinning glory on the mountain to the dark forsaken death on the cross for you.  He went there to pay the price which was owed for our sin, even for the sin of Adam.  In Adam’s transgression the result was of cosmic consequences, when even the ground was cursed and it introduced sin and death into the world.  But as the fulfillment of all Law and Prophecy, Jesus the promised Seed, reversed Adam’s transgression restoring all things in a cosmic renewal as the Savior of the world.  
      Jesus, on the cross overcame all transgressions in His battle with Satan crushing him and death with His heel.  Jesus, in this bloody battle took upon Himself all of the world’s sin and defeated the one who held us captive.  Jesus, the immortal God did not come to save Himself but to save you, He took upon Himself your low status to grace you with His riches.  His suffering is your deliverance from suffering, His death is your immortality, His tears are your joys, His burial your resurrection.  His glory is your glory.  Jesus the Crucified Christ reigns in His Glory from on the cross and in His Supper.
      Jesus changed the world but mostly He changed you.  He made you His own through water and Word in your Baptism and by purchasing you with His own blood.  He changed you by restoring – in you – His image, bestowing on you His glory.  The same glory which the disciples beheld on the mountain you will have today – when – in faith – you go worthily to His altar to receive the very body and the true blood which Jesus has poured out for your salvation.  He has changed you so that you are not concerned with the earthy things but look to the day when He takes you from this valley of sorrow to live with Him eternally.

      In the glimpse of heaven, Moses and Elijah are shown how you will be, glorified and shining in the true Promised Land.  Jesus by His blood has forgiven all your sins, for in Him the veil has been lifted and you see and hear His Words and promises.  Jesus is changeless, just as His glory is changeless, just as His promises are changeless.  He truly has the Words of eternal life and His promise is – that you will join Him in Paradise free from the sin and struggle of this world.  There is nothing more to pay, all of God’s wrath is spent, rejoice in Christ’s glory for His glory is yours both here in time and there in eternity.  You will be glorified in His Kingdom with Him who lives in you.  Amen.
Now, may the Peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
