
Welcome to the Kraai’s – Henry, Jill, Taylor, and Morgan

Our family is transferring membership from our former church in Andover, SD.  We currently reside on an acreage near Colton.  Our children attend Tri-Valley School where Taylor is a 6th grader and Morgan is in the 4th grade.  Taylor is involved in band and 4-H, while Morgan is active in 4-H and Girl Scouts.  They recently won reserve champion honors with their Berkshire pigs at the Clay County Fair in Iowa.  Jill teaches 5th grade at Tri-Valley.  Henry recently changed career paths and is currently commuting to his job as Safety Coordinator at Tyson Foods in Storm Lake, Iowa.
Welcome to Tim Vilhauer

I was born and raised on a farm near Avon SD, after high school I joined the army national guard for eight years. I lived in Madison for seven years and for the last two years I have lived in Humboldt. I have done a few different things in my life, at one time I worked in construction, for eleven I was an automotive tech., and now I work in manufacturing of animal shampoo. I would like to thank everyone for so very warmly inviting me into the church and making me feel at home. Thank you     Tim

“LifeQuotes” from Lutherans For Life


“Dare we ultimately worry that [God] may have thoughtlessly built a home too small for the human race He planned to inhabit Planet Earth. Yes, our sinful nature has terribly skewed that plan. But God’s people should be characterized by confidence that He has a blueprint that works over the long haul. God-centered thinking always sees children as a blessing rather than a problem. To be sure, an increasing population – whether within a nation or an individual family – produces new challenges. But in God’s scheme of things, those challenges are always better than the alternative.” Joel Belz, publisher of WORLD magazine, following the arrival of the sixth billionth baby born on October 12, 1999 and in response to those who cry, “Wolf” concerning overpopulation. Lutherans For Life (888) 364-LIFE  www.lutheransforlife.org  

Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ


The Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ will be coming to Trinity on October 3rd-5th.  They will be making evangelism calls in our area, visiting a local nursing home, and sharing their ministry of music, skits, and puppets.  We will need places for about thirty of them to stay for two nights.  If you are willing to host some of these fine young men and women, please contact Pastor Moeller. 

Martin Luther.  Rebel.  Genius.  Liberator


What was it about Martin Luther—reformer and hero of the faith—that prompted Time/Life to pick him as the third most important person in the last 1,000 years?


Find out in the movie, “Luther:  Rebel, Genius, Liberator.”  The movie, directed by Eric Till and starring Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love, Enemy at the Gates), Alfred Molina (Frida, Chocolat), Jonathan Firth, Claire Cox (Splinters, The Leading Man), Peter Ustinov, and Bruno Ganz, will open in theaters across the country on September 26th.  


If you are interested in seeing a theatrical trailer for this exciting project, you can do so by going to the film’s official Web site: www.lutherthemovie.com
Stewardship Thoughts

"Maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons."

"God's stewards are served and serving" is the seventh of eight Biblical Stewardship Principles being used in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.  This principle states that God's stewards recognize that their stewardship involves a Gospel-powered style of life which is demonstrated in servanthood within all the arenas of life.

Isaiah referred to the Messiah as God's "Suffering Servant."  Isaiah 53 contains such a vivid description of the suffering and death of Jesus that the reader would think Isaiah was an eyewitness to the event.  Consider these words:  "He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed."  (Is. 53:3,5)

Without a doubt Jesus leads the way when it comes to serving.  He was willing to lay aside his full rights as the eternal Son of God and take on the human form of a servant and to endure all, including the pain and shame of the cross, to rescue us from sin, death and the power of Satan.  He taught his disciples and us to think and live in a new way when he said, "Instead, whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (Matt. 20:26b-28)

In that upper room on the night he was betrayed, Jesus got up from the table and washed the feet of his disciples.  Washing feet was usually the task of one of the lowest servants.  He set the example of servanthood for his disciples and for us.  Maturing stewards ask the question, "Am I willing and ready to do that which others may find distasteful?" and answer by demonstrating with their actions what it means to be a servant in the church, home, community, school, workplace, neighborhood and all other arenas of life.  One of the truths Dr. Martin Luther emphasized throughout the Reformation is that God's stewards are, first and foremost, servants. 

"Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them," is what Jesus said in John 13:17.  "It's as true as ever that maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons."

LWML Ink Cartridge Recycling

Our congregation is taking part in a very important project on behalf of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  Here’s how you can help.  Contact local businesses and individuals, and ask them if they would donate their used empty cartridges for the good of our LWML.  Ask them to place used printer cartridges in the box from the replacement and you will pick them up.  We have a clean receptacle in our church and will collect used empty cartridges.  Your efforts will turn trash into cash to help with funding the work of the South Dakota host committee for the June 2007 LWML convention in Sioux Falls.

LWML Zone Rally:  Hope for the Future

The Sioux Falls Zone LWML will hold their Fall Rally at First English Church in Parker, SD at 1:30 p.m. p.m. Sunday, October 12, 2003.  This year’s theme is “Hope for the Future” based on Jeremiah 29:11. 

Kelli Anawski, Young Woman Representative to Oklahoma City, will share here impressions of the convention.  Pat Reichert will lead a mini “Healthy Society” workshop that will help participants share their vision for the LWML in the future and explore the ways in which the LWML can reach each woman in our congregations.

Please plan to attend this important meeting.
Pastor’s Ponderings


The fall has always been my favorite time of the year.  The daytime temperatures are pleasant for working, the nighttime temperatures are invigorating.  The trees are clothed in their own “coat of many colors.”  But the best part of the fall is the harvest.   It’s time to reap the rewards of many hours of sweat and toil spent during the spring and early summer! .  


 In the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks with His disciples about another harvest—an even more important harvest.  [Jesus said], “Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’?   I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!   They are ripe for harvest.   Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.   Thus the saying ‘one sows and another reaps’ is true.   I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.  Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor” (John 4:34).


The harvest, to which Jesus referred, is a harvest of souls for the kingdom of God.  It’s a harvest that has been made possible because of the efforts of many.  Some have prepared the ground.  Many others have sown the seed of the Gospel.  Much of that seed has taken root and produced seed.  Now it is time to bring in the harvest.  

Those of you who have been involved with harvesting realize that there is one factor that is more important than all others—timeliness.  You only have a certain window of opportunity in which to get the harvest gathered.  When the harvest is ready, when it is ripe, it is imperative to put every available resource toward that end.  Jesus, put the harvest challenge this way, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few” (Luke 10:2).  When it’s harvest time, it’s virtually impossible to have too much help to bring it in.  Every healthy, able-bodied worker is welcome to join in.  And, in fact, there usually would be room for many more workers.

The same is true of the spiritual harvest.  There is a great harvest of souls waiting to be gathered.  The largest problem is the availability of workers, because we just can’t tell how long the conditions will remain so favorable.  So what can you and I do to help?  A number of things come to mind, but the best advice, of course, comes from our Lord Himself, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field” (Luke 10:2).  

The main thing we should do is to pray that God would send more workers to His harvest field.   After all, it’s God’s harvest and only He can and must be the one to provide the workers.  He is the one who will in His own way find and send out the workers.  All that we are to do is to “ask” this of God, and we know that this is His will, and He will hear our request.  Our prayers will not save the harvest, not even a part of it.  Even without our prayers, God will bring that harvest in, for that is His good and gracious will.  But our prayers join us to God’s concern for the harvest.  They make us of one mind, heart and will with Him.  They make us partners of Jesus Himself.  Ultimately, they lead us to look for ways in which God can use us in the harvest.  For some, that opportunity to help with the harvest will be in full-time professional ministry.  God calls certain workers to certain positions for certain times.  The rest of us are called to support those workers with our time, talents, and treasures.

Most of you are aware that one of Trinity’s lifelong members, Jeff Kalb recently moved to Ft. Wayne, Indiana with his family so that Jeff can begin to study for the office of holy ministry.  As you can imagine, this is a long, hard, even costly process.  It’s certainly not any easier when you have a family with five children still at home.

That’s where you come in.  Not everyone will be called to the office of public ministry.  Not all that many of you will be led to study for it either.  But each of you can help those who are led by God to such a position.  Each of you can pray for students like Jeff and for their families.  Each of you can send cards, letters, e-mails and telephone calls bringing moral support and news from “back home.”  And most of you can help provide financial support in some way.

Yes, it’s harvest time, and there’s a bountiful harvest of souls waiting.  Won’t you ask the Lord to send workers for the harvest?  Won’t you ask the Lord to show you the ways in which He might use you?









God’s blessings!










Pastor Moeller

High School Bible Study


All High School-aged students are invited to come to the parsonage each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. for a Bible study.  This year, we will be studying the “End Times,” a Biblical look at important teachings about Christ’s return and the end of the age.  Joe Krizan and Archie Wolfe will lead.

Cleaners, Greeters, & Ushers

Sep. 28
Cleaners:  Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff, Melvin Letsche 


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Helen Wenzlaff, Pat Wenzlaff





10:30 a.m.
Melvin Letsche, Ruth Arends


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Talis Johnson




10:30 a.m.
Denny Plagman

Oct. 5
Cleaners:  Talis & Laura Johnson, Tim & Kathy Totton


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Tim & Kathy Totton






10:30 a.m.
Talis & Laura Johnson


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Orrin Geide




10:30 a.m.
Marlo Anderson

Oct. 12
Cleaners:  Steve & LeAnna Oligmueller, Tom & Lynette Ensz


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Steve & LeAnna Oligmueller





10:30 a.m.
Tom & Lynette Ensz


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Kerry Loudenslager 




10:30 a.m.
Harvey Rehfeldt

Oct. 19
Cleaners:  Merle & Barb Muchow, John & Wanda Barnhart


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Merle & Barb Muchow






10:30 a.m.
John & Wanda Barnhart


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Tim Totton




10:30 a.m.
Steve Roberts

Oct. 26
Cleaners:  Roy & Gerry Ruud, Henry Dansman, Jr., Diane Dansman


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Henry Dansman, Jr., Diane Dansman

10:30 a.m.
Roy & Gerry Ruud


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
George Vogt




10:30 a.m.
Dale Snyder

Nov.  2
Cleaners:  Dwayne & Mary Anderson, Marlo Anderson, Mike Anderson


Greeters:
8:00 a.m.
Dwayne & Mary Anderson





10:30 a.m.
Marlo Anderson, Mike Anderson


Ushers:

8:00 a.m.
Lance Wollmann




10:30 a.m.
Louis Thompson

College Students

The South Dakota District has campus ministry programs in most of the colleges and universities in the state.  If you have a son or daughter attending college this year, please let Pastor Moeller know their address and telephone number so they can be contacted.

Jeff & Carla Kalb

Jeff and Carla Kalb and their family have moved to Ft. Wayne, Indiana so Jeff can begin studying for the ministry.  Send them at card or letter at 8006 Leesburg Rd., Ft. Wayne, IN  46818 or phone at (260) 625-5567.  

Quarterly Voters Meeting


The next quarterly voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, October 19th at 12:30 p.m.  Among the business to be discussed is the proposed building addition and our contribution to the SD District mission budget.  Prior to the meeting, all members of the congregation are invited to a potluck dinner that will begin at 11:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church Quarterly Voters’ Meeting—July 20, 2003

President Don Reichert called the meeting to order and Pastor opened with prayer.  

The secretary’s report was read and approved with the word “reports” added to the opening sentence. 

Pastor reported the following official acts for the quarter – Junior confirmation (Kyle Joseph Loudenslager, Nicholas Alexander Kirschbaum); 2 weddings (Steve & Erin Dubbelde – June 7th, Josh & Heidi Nyreen – June 14th); 24 Sunday worship services (12 with Holy Communion); 1 special service (Ascension Day – May 29th); 71 served private communion; receiving of 2 new members (Ben & Michelle Matthies) after instruction.

Other activities – 6 counseling sessions; 12 hospital visits; 12 shut-in visits; 9 chapel services; 8 friendship visits; 23 meetings; 59 Bible studies.

Motion made to accept as new communicant members by Rite of Confirmation—Nicholas Kirschbaum and Kyle Loudenslager; and by Profession of Faith—Ben and Michelle Matthies.  MC

Ray Matthies was unanimously selected as our nominee for Lay Delegate to the 2004 Synodical Convention.  He will also represent Trinity at the Circuit Forum on September 23, 2003 at Canistota.

Motion made and seconded to invite the Ongoing Ambassador for Christ on October 3-5.  OAFC will canvass the Hartford area, visit the nursing home and help with the worship service on Sunday.  We will need homes for approximately 30 people and provide 2 meals.  MC

The trustee’s reported that the brush pile had been burned and shingles were replaced on the parsonage.  A bid of  $1200 or $36/ hr. has been submitted to paint the parsonage.

A motion was made by Ray Matthies seconded by Michelle Thompson to hold a fundraiser in order to pay for the painting of the church sanctuary.  MC.  The voter’s assembly selected color #1.

The treasurer’s report was approved.

Ray Matthies assumed the chair of the meeting, so Don could represent the Future Facilities Committee.  A motion was made by Don Reichert and seconded by Pat Reichert to proceed with a $260,000 building project pending voter approval at a Special Voter’s meeting on August 24, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.  MC  

Don Reichert reassumed the chair.

A motion was made by Ray Matthies seconded by Dale Snyder, that when the Building Fund reaches $6000.00 approximately $5000.00 be transferred to the Extension Fund leaving a balance of $1000.00 on hand in the Building Fund.  MC

A motion was made and seconded to host a Mission Sunday Celebration on September 14, 2003 with the church paying for the pork loins and ice cream.  MC

A motion was made by Pat Reichert and seconded by Tim Totton to accept the bid of $1200.00 submitted by Doug Peterson to paint the parsonage, with the church purchasing the paint.  MC

The next quarterly voters’ meeting will be on Sunday, October 19, 2003 at 12:30 p.m.  A potluck for the entire congregation will begin at 11:30 a.m.  Topics to be addressed include sealed bids for the John Deere lawn mower.

A motion was made by Carla Kalb seconded by Dale Snyder to adjourn.  MC

Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Aimee Moeller, Secretary 

Trinity Lutheran Church


46448 263rd St.    Hartford, SD 57033


Pastor Robert E. Moeller, Jr.
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