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Pastor's Ponderings

The following article will be appearing in the $loDakota District insert of the October issue of
the Lutheran Witness. Given the importance ofidgse in the upcoming election, I've decided to
include it in our newsletter this month.

In Christ!

God’s Word on Abortion in Cases of Rape or Incest
By Rev. Bob Moeller

The South Dakota Legislature and the Governor keaaeted HB 1215, a bill that defends human
life and protects citizens from the suffering calibg abortion. Sadly, opponents have secured enough
signatures to place it on the ballot (as Referrad B) for a vote of the people on November 7, 2006.

One of the objections cited by opponents of thissthat there are no exceptions for cases of
rape and incest. We agree that rape and incebbanble acts, but how will responding to the eiote
and abuse of rape or incest with a second violeditautal act, help a woman who is looking for ez

Fortunately, God’'s Word provides us clear guidaodhis very difficult problem. Dr. Jean
Garton addresses this very issue in her commerdgarf,Kings 14:6, “Is Abortion Allowed in Cases of
Rape or Incest?”

“Place two newborn babies side by side on a tablbenTet the experts tell us which baby is the
product of rape. They can’'t! The child of rapegssry child, is a work of art created by God. 18648
speaks of God as the potter who fashions claysatoething beautiful. In Psalm 19... it is God Himself
who weaves our bodies together in our mother’'s weomb

“Rape, long considered a sexual act, is now re@eghas an act of violence, control, and rage.
Those emotions are all exhibited in the rape of oy her half-brother, Amnon, and the ravished
Tamar rightly calls the rape a ‘godless act’ (2 8ahi3:12). The outrage of society today againsh su
‘godless act’ is to demand vengeance. Ironicatly,aften the innocent child who, through abortion,
receives a sentence of death. Abortion may seerertiotional needs of a society repelled by rapeit bu
doesn't serve the needs of the two human beings effested—the mother and her unborn child...

“In 2 Kings 14:6 we are reminded of the Lord’s coamd: ‘Parents must never be put to death
for the crimes of their children, and children moster be put to death for the crimes of their pisre
To impose capital punishment, in the form of alwertion the innocent child is to ... repeat the
“godlessness” inherent in rape. Unlike the rapahich the woman is an innocent victim, in abortihe
becomes complicit in an act that destroys an inmipckefenseless child...

“Incest involves a complex family situation thatlwiot be cured or stopped by abortion.
Abortion promises silence and makes it possibleétferincest to continue. The more effective respaas
pregnancies resulting from incest is to deal with énvironment in which the girl is being victimize
Aborting the girl’s baby and then returning hethe family situation that caused the problem infirst
place is no solution.

“If the value of human life is to have any meanitiegn its value cannot depend on, or be
diminished by, the circumstances that brought ati@mitnew human life... It's not a question of when
life begins. It is a question of when love begersd God'’s love for each child begins in His mind an
heart before they were even conceive@WFLp.412a & b).



The call for exceptions to restrictions on aborsiamcases of rape and incest is a very highly
charged emotional issue. | think it could be the point upon which Referred Law 6 will stand dt. fla
don’t think we should give one inch on this point.

Unfortunately, some on the pro-life side are widlito simply point to the provisions in the
legislation for “contraception measures ... admimexdeprior to the time when a pregnancy could be
determined through conventional medical testingther statistics that show the infrequency of abosi
(about 1%) due to such extreme cases. This coudddaamgerous trap. It concedes, in effect, thabll%
those conceived are not human beings deservingrotection. We need to constantly keep reminding
the public that the life conceived, even in cadespe and incest, is still a human life! We nesde-
direct the level of debate from the emotional bacthe logical, moral issue that it really is.

To this end the training that Lutherans For LifeS@f is providing across the state through the
“Making Abortion Unthinkable” video series will besry helpful. But let us not forget, that most loése
“fence-sitters” are professed Christians, so welmax# shy away from directing them to Scripture. |
fact, as Lutherans For Life, “Our mission is toriss to the sanctity of human life through eduacatio
based on the Word of God.” This will take vasorgses of time and money. But remember, we are not
in this battle alone. For the sake of His Son. Gasl promised to be with us always and to heaf alur
prayers. He is indeed a mighty fortress. His Wsrstill a trusty shield and weapon.

Fit for Life

Why is the world so messed up? Why does God kthiags happen to good people?
If we all use the same Bible why are there so ndhfigrent denominations? Does God
still speak to us today? Is His Word reliableft televant for today? If these are
questions that you have asked, please plan toddtiénFor Life in Christ,” an exciting
course in Christian growth that presents the Wéi@ad in new and meaningful ways.
It is a course for those who are interested in nestbp in our church, or for anyone
who wants to know what it really means to havelatimship with Jesus Christ. We
are beginning a new class soon. If you are intedes participating, please speak with Pastor Mogl
about a time that would work well for you and/ouydriends.

Fellowship Hall Wish List

Pastor’s Office
File cabinet

Fellowship Area
Tables
Chairs

Hallway
- Large bulletin board

Display case

Mail boxes

Outside
- Stairs to door

Good News Magazine
If you are looking for an interesting and easy4ad magazine which will help you understand key
teachings of the Bible; if you want to learn mob®at God’s good news and His strength for livinghea
new day, for a complimentary copy or to subscrilgeno: GOOD NEWS

973 Chippewa Street

St. Louis, MO 63109-3061



“Making a Difference”

Scripture Readings:

“Just as each of us has one body with many memaedsthese members
do not all have the same function, so in Chriswwhe are many form one
body, and each member belongs to all the othéRgmans 12:4).

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some frdyghets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teacleepsepare God's people
for works of service, so that the body of Chrisyrba built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge ef $on of God and become. :
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the &dfnof Christ. From Him the whole body joined and
held together by every supporting ligament, grond builds itself up in love, as each part does its
work” (Ephesians 4:11-13, 16).

Thoughts:

God'’s stewards can make a difference as we seeviedid in His kingdom through the Church.
God will empower us so we can faithfully use ourd&ven talents. God did not make us and giveous s
much without giving us the ability to make a difface in our churches, communities, and the world.
God will always equip us for the tasks He givesaudo. Think of the account of the tongue-tied ks
who God equipped to be the leader of a vast natBindy the life of David, an obscure shepherd boy,
whom God prepared to be king. Marvel at God’squate with Gideon who asked for test after test
before he was confident enough to undertake theGasl entrusted to him. We might find new
situations and challenges to be a bit risky or arfostable, but just as God was with Moses, Dawdi a
Gideon, He will be with us all the way. With Hislp we will find ways our time and talents can make
difference.

It is important and essential that we do our partsupport the body of Christ. We could easily
compare this cooperation to that of a basketbathtewhich requires the contribution of each player
The guards need to bring the ball down the courtthe offense, make the correct passes, and loottri
in scoring. The forwards need to rebound and se@ravell as does the center. All of the positioage
to contribute on defense. Each team member playsgae role and is valuable to the team. If ohe o
them fails to contribute, the whole team sufféfée each have a part to contribute on God's teare. W
can be effective in reaching the unchurched andhlneched when we all contribute. God gives us
talents and gifts so we can use them to His gloiis church. When we let God work through us, we
can make a difference.

Discussion Thoughts:
What are common excuses which people give for ecbiming active and involved in the work
of the church? Is it a time, talent, or faith sB3uWhy?

Prayer: Father, You are the source of all we are and have.thank You for the wonderful talents and
gifts You have granted to each one of us. Help.ag], to use them for Your kingdom so we can make
difference in our lives and the lives of others whgou place in our paths. Amen.

Wanted
We are looking for a volunteer to coordinate owayer chain. Internet access would be benefidfal.
you are interested in helping out with this pleesetact Pastor Moeller.



How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who metédeen baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are lookingg@hurch home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin solfryou are interested in joining us, please conRastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinitytheran Church in one of the following ways:
- The Rite of Confirmation for those who have neveerbconfirmed in the Lutheran Church.
A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wishtransfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.
Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have beenfemed in a Lutheran church but have not
been active in their former church.

Financial Peace University
The stewardship committee is sponsoring Finana@akP University, a life-changing 13-week program
on personal finance. It is designed to empoweplesto manage their money better, eliminate detit an
build wealth. All material is biblically based atalight via entertaining video by Dave Ramsey.dFin
out how to:
- Make a budget that you will understand and use.

Get out of debt and stay that way.

Gain control of your money.

Communicate with your spouse about finances.

Invest with confidence.

Change your financial future.

New classes will begin this fall. For more infoina speak to Penny Eggebraaten (351-0054).

LWML National Convention

Prairie schooners probably won't get you there yout should be booking planes and automobiles (and
definitely chartered buses) to attend the LWML camion in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, June 21-24,
2007! Plans to carry out the thenROCK! RestOn Christ theKing” are solidly moving forward with
on-site servant activities for the King's ServdatsThursday, June 21. At the opening Communion
Worship Service on Thursday evening, Rev. Dr. Deadasdy, LCMS % Vice President, Sr. Pastor at
Woodbury Lutheran Church, Woodbury, Minnesota, séive as worship proclaimer. Stay tuned for
more and visitvww.lwml.org.

To Shave or Not

Now that the 128 Anniversary has been celebrated do you thinkiite for Pastor
Moeller to shave? Or should he keep his beard sjmiing? You decide. From now
until October 1%, you can vote by putting your spare change inafrevo jars labeled
“Shave” or “Not Shave.” The jar that has the nmashey on that date will determine
whether or not Pastor will shave now. As of Se[hlenﬁdh, the vote was $37.50 for
“Not Shave” jar and $36.33 for “Shave.” All monegllected will go toward the startup
costs of Trinity Learning Center.

Campus Ministry Information

The District Office is asking all congregationgptovide contact information on all their membersowh
are attending colleges or universities this ydaroli or your son or daughter are heading off fullege
or university, please let Pastor Moeller know thmgime, the post-secondary school they will be ditey)
the student’s school address and phone numbeg-amall address.



Stewardship Thoughts
Freed to be Maturing Christian Stewards

Each July we celebrate our freedom as citizensetnited States. It's great to have so many treexd
that many people in the world can only dream ab&utt we know that freedom comes with a high cost
and many military men and women, from the timehef Revolutionary War up to today’s conflict in Iraq
and Afghanistan, have literally laid down theirds/so that we can remain free people. We rejaitieat
freedom and remember with thankful hearts those idwe paid the supreme price for that freedom.

In October we celebrate our freedom as citizerie@Kingdom of God. The Gospel reading for
Reformation Day comes from John 8:31-36 where Jgsueng other things] saydf you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then ydukmiow the truth, and the truth will set you freeThe
freedom that Jesus is talking about is freedom fsomdeath and the devil. That freedom was putia
at a great cost. Dr. Martin Luther, one of theetfigures of The Reformation of the Christian Gityr
explained what that cost is in his explanatiorh® $econd Article of the Apostles’ Creed with these
words: “[Jesus] has redeemed me, a lost and condemnedpepairchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil; nahwgold or silver, but with His holy, precious btband
with His innocent suffering and death, that | mayHis own and live under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innoceand,blessedness.”

Reformation Day reminds us that we are freed fromdeath, the power of the devil and the need to
work out our own salvation. Jesus has given ustiah as a free gift by faith. We rejoice oveatth
great freedom and remember with grateful heartsitimaate price Jesus paid so that we might go. free
Yes, we ardreed fromsin and its dread punishment dneked forliving renewed lives. As maturing
stewards we live renewed livast because we have to but because we get to!

That's why we define Christian stewardship in thiesy: “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous
activity of the child of God and God’s family, @feurch, in managing all of life and life’s resouscir
God'’s purposes.” Christian stewardship really igeeything we do after we say, “I believe.”

Simply Giving

The Stewardship Committee at Trinity Lutheran Chunwvites you to consider a new way of
implementing your giving of tithes and offering.rient Financial for Lutherans has developed an
automated giving program call&imply Givingo assist congregations and their members. Ouchhur
council and voters assembly have examined the gnognd found it a good option for members who
regularly use automatic withdrawals from their bagkounts. Responses from those at Trinity who have
been using this program have been very positive.

Both our members and the ministry of our churchelfiemith this program. For those who choose to
participate, withdrawing the pledged or specifietbant from your bank account is truly giving the
Biblical “first fruits.” It also eliminates the maor frustrations of writing frequent checks or fatgey the
checkbook. For the church, the advantages areedelata consistent, predictable income. The sehsona
fluctuations in giving patterns are lessened. Tdmiv=inancial offers this service to benefit
congregations. They pay all of the cost for thivise.

You can implement this plan by asking for an emnelht form, completing it, and sending it and the
appropriate bank information to the church office.

TLC Rummage Sale

Trinity Learning Center will be holding a large riifamily rummage sale on October™1& 14™.

Among the items to be sold will be a variety ofrfitmre, clothing for all ages and sizes, bicyctes]
household furnishings. Please use this opporttaityean out your closets and garage and helwpd go
cause. All the proceeds will be used for Trinigakning Center. For more information speak toi b#ss
Aimee Moeller.



125" Anniversary Mementos
The 12%' Anniversary Committee still has some things fde $a help commemorate this event.

An all-purpose card with a brief history of the ottuand pictures of the church buildings.
Four etched glass ornaments of the church and altar
Cookbooks that would make wonderful gifts for Ctmas, birthdays and other occasions.

There are also 8” by 10” prints of the church, whigere copied from the original paintings by JoAnn
Matthies available for $10.00. Proceeds from thpges will go towards Trinity Learning Centergth
daycare and preschool scheduled to open in 2007.

The Sunday School also has a few commemorativeeoffugs available for $1.00 each.

Worship: The Lutheran Difference

“I'm having trouble understanding you Lutherans.”

“Why’s that?”

“Well, you preach and pray like Baptists but yowrship services are just like the Roman Catholics.”
“I've always thought our worship tradition was unéey”

“Well, why should tradition matter at all? Shoultiwe just follow the Bible?”

Because of insecurities about explaining particd@@trines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid
opportunities to share what they have learned @mist and His Word. These studies will prepare
Lutherans to share their faith and help non-Luthetanderstand the Lutheran difference. Join uls eac
Sunday at the Adult Bible study (10:45 a.m.) asgeuss this timely topic.

Joshua Bible Study

Behind the historical details and the epic battte®rded in the Book of Joshua lies a covenantaxfeg
God'’s promise that He made with Abraham and hiseledents forever. The Book of Joshua points
forward in time to another Joshua—Jesus of Nazarethose coming is significant forever. In both rite
and event, Joshua both anticipates the fulfillneétbraham’s promise in Christ.

Each Monday morning at 6:00 a.m., our Men’s Bililelg is studying this interesting and challenging
book of the Bible at the church each week!

Bible Study on Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are three of the twelophetic books frequently referred to as “The Minor
Prophets” because of their length. Written duririgree in which both the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms collapsed, the little books brought a ragesof repentance and restoration to the people of
Israel. The Lifelight Bible study, which meets bAvednesday at 9:30 a.m. is studying these three
“minor prophets.” Everyone is invited to join us!

Financial Peace University
The stewardship committee is sponsoring Finan@akP University, a life-changing 13-week program
on personal finance. It is designed to empoweplesto manage their money better, eliminate detit an
build wealth. All material is biblically based atalight via entertaining video by Dave Ramsey.dFin
out how to:

Make a budget that you will understand and use.

Get out of debt and stay that way.

Gain control of your money.

Communicate with your spouse about finances.

Invest with confidence.

Change your financial future.

New classes will begin in October. For more infation speak to Penny Eggebraaten (351-0054).



Making Abortion Unthinkable

God'’s holy Word tells us: “There is a time for epbing,” that includes “a time to be silent andrad to
speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:7b). With this upcomingdiadisue, now, more than ever, is the “time to kpga
for those who cannot speak for themselves” (Prea/8ib8a).

In order to help you do this, Trinity Lutheran Cbluiis providing free training and materials called
“Making Abortion Unthinkable: The Art of Pro-Life P ersuasion.” This is an interactive group study,
from Stand to Reason (www.str.pr¢hat is an engaging, easy-to-follow, well-reashri'plug and play”
seminar with all you need learn the art of profirsuasion. The scientific and philosophical cases
against abortion are covered thoroughly. You'lbdkarn how to answer the objections pro-aborttsnis
use.

Everyone is invited to join us each Thursday evgmiom 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., beginning on September
28" and finishing October J6as we study and prepare ourselves to speak tpdse unborn children
whose lives are in jeopar@nd for those women and men who may be faced withsisgoregnancy.

Proverbs Bible Study

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowlegdbat fools despise wisdom and discipline.” Scssay
the author of Proverbs in chapter 1, verse 7. ¢#s@n to tell us that the wisdom of the Lord igeno
precious than any worldly wealth, and God wantgive it to all.

Where does one find such wisdom? Through faigtmgtthened by the Holy Spirit working through His
Word, God provides wisdom. In fact, the book af\erbs is a treasure chest filled with wisdom and
practical advice on Christian living.

To help in this search for wisdom, we will examthe Book of Proverbs each Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m
Everyone—young and old, experienced and beginnerns-trdited to join us.

High School Bible Study

All High School students are invited to join teacBee Krizan each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for Bihldst
They are studying “The Robe,” a short story ofltfeeof a Christian here on earth. Please plgoito
us!

Trinity Altar Guild

An altar guild is being formed that would take caf¢he altar paraments, banners, candles, plants,
many other services in preparation for the worstiifyou are interested in helping or would like r@o
information, please contact Aimee Moeller or Manmyz&n.

Welcome to Candace Nelson

I would first like to extend a wholehearted thank
you to everyone for making me feel so welcomed
as a visitor and now as a new member. | am
originally from Minnesota, but I've been told that
won't be held against me. My husband, Brian,
and | have been married for two years. We
started out in Brandon, and then bought our first
house in Hartford this past February. Brian works
for Wells Fargo at the operations center and | am
a social worker at Avera McKennan Hospital. |
thank you all again for the warm welcome.




125" Anniversary Celebration

In 1881 thirteen families came together on Sundagnimgs to begin holding worship services in their
homes. One hundred and twenty five years lateethasgship services are still being held at Trinity
Lutheran South of Hartford in the area often calleaist Wall Lake. The congregation has gone from
meeting in their homes to holding services in aavivame building located on what is now the cemeter
In 1906 they built the brick church which is stilere and have added a fellowship hall to provjze

for the programs and fellowship. They built twogmarages and a parochial school which disbanded
several years ago but now is being revived witayahre and preschool planned for 2007. To remember
those one hundred and twenty five years the coagjeegat Trinity held a two-day celebration.

Pastor Moeller assisted by the Rev. Dr. Vernonigttar did part of the 6pm, Saturday worship service
in German. The service was followed by ice creake @nd fun. Karen Best provided accordion music
that included German songs and a few good polkash&4d our beard and costume contest at this time.
Winners in the beard contest were, DeWane CarlsAtshie Wolfe, 2nd, Ray Matthies, 3rd. In the
costume contest, Joyce Carls, 1st, Jessi Moeherad Donna Bowden 3rd. Mr. Twister was on hand to
provide balloons for the "kids". A chain of papergs was built that listed all of the people thatibbeen
baptized at Trinity in the last 125 years. Thereensdmost 700 of them and the chain extended
completely around the church and into the hallv@greral former pastors were on hand to tell us what
they have been doing since they left Trinity.

Former Pastor Thomas Wenndt returned to preadihéoBunday morning Celebratory service. After the
service the entire congregation, former membesstors and neighbors, gathered outside of the ¢hurc
for a group picture. The Sioux Falls Area Minisfigtion Team served an excellent meal of German
Sausage, potatoes, beans and sauerkraut whigvégftone happily filled. As everyone was enjoyihg t
good food, a group called "Sheltered Reality" waeppring to present their concert. Sheltered Reialit

a nonprofit , youth oriented drum line which ,with youth members, reach out to audiences motigatin
them to advocate for those in need, especiallyddil. They do such an excellent job of performhra t
soon the entire audience is involved in the program

There were many displays for people to look atpintures of celebrations gone by where people could
stop and say, "remember that?" Of course pictoffeseryone looking much younger also received
various comments.

With the help of so many people and the presencéddfiends and neighbors it is a celebration vom'v
soon forget. Now as we look back on the 125 ygane by and look forward to another 125, we pray
that as the Word of our Lord continues to be piowa at Trinity, that we may share that Word aral th
blessings that it bestows with the community arousd
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“KIDS” at Trinity with balloons from Mr. Twister

Barb Muchow, Joy & Noah Hohn, Lois Mielke,
| Orrin Geide & Abby Totton
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DeWane Carls®lplace Beard




Joyce Carls®lin Costume

Karen Best providing polka
music for Roy and Gerry Ruug

}

Pastor Moeller reading
greetings from former

Holly Kelly, Emily Krizan, Colin Kelley and Pastors unable to attend.

Ellie Krizan, with the paper baptism chain they
made

The Drum Line
Sheltered Reality




Enjoying the drum concert

Trinity Lutheran 128 Celebration
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