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Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear Christian friends,

As disciples—followers and students—of Christ, you and | have been the recipient
of great blessings, privileges, and responsibilities. But as you probably know from
your own experience, our discipleship is a work in progress. We have not always
measured up to the status to which we have been called. Each of us has a lot of
room left for growing. Each of us still has a lot to learn about what it means to be
one of Christ’s disciples and how we are to relate to each other. Fortunately, God
has not left us to fumble around on our own. His holy Word not only brings us
forgiveness, life and salvation, but teaches us and gives us the proper motivation
for discipleship us. In Luke 17:1-10, one of our Gospel lesson for this month, we have four sayings of
Jesus that set forth various aspects of discipleship. These sayings focus on two questions: (1) What are
disciples of Jesus called to do? (2) Are disciples able to do these things?

Things that cause people to sin are bound to occur, but this fact should not promote the idea that sin is not
serious. The anger of Jesus blazes against the person who causes “little ones” to sin. The term “little
ones,” is used for any Christian, though in this context we might think especially of a Christian new to the
faith or not so far along in knowledge. Jesus pronounces a woe against the person who leads such a
“neophyte” into sin and declares that a violent death would be better than to face God’s wrath.

Inevitably we will become aware of a fellow Christian who is sinning. Rather than harboring bad feelings
against him or speaking to someone else about the sin, Jesus tells us to “rebuke” the sinner. The word
“rebuke” carries the idea of a frank but gentle admonition: politely tell him what he has done wrong. If
this rebuke leads to repentance on the part of the sinner, then he should be forgiven. This is not only true
of sins in general but specifically of sins “against you.” Jesus calls on us to practice such forgiveness as
much as necessary. Though sin is serious and should not be taken lightly, this not reason to withhold
forgiveness from the repenting sinner. On the cross Jesus died to pay the penalty for all sins. As
members of His Church, He calls us to dispense His forgiveness to repentant sinners.

The statements of Jesus about sin prompt the apostles to request of Jesus, “Increase our faith.” This is
something they must have prayed for often. But here they realize how difficult it is to deal correctly with
the sinning brother. They need Jesus’ help to fulfill what He has given them to do. The answer Jesus
gives His apostles suggests that we should not use lack of faith as an excuse for not dealing correctly with
the sinning brother. He indicates that even with a little faith, great things can be done. If you are
responding in faith to God’s forgiveness, then you will be able to forgive. Use the little faith you have.

Finally, Jesus tells a parable, inviting us to see ourselves. The parable asks whether a master would
excuse a servant who had worked all day in the fields from making his supper. Or would he thank the
servant for doing what he was told to do? Jesus makes the application that His disciples should not look
for any special praise or commendation for only doing their duty.

This parable is meant to discourage us from thinking more highly of ourselves in comparison to others
who perhaps do less than we do in the church, or those who are caught in serious sins. When all is said
and done, each of us is an unworthy servant in need of God’s grace and forgiveness. All of us have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Each of us has failed to be as faithful as we would be. Even
in the times we show faithfulness, we have simply “only done our duty.”



Without our heavenly Father constantly calling us to repentance and granting us forgiveness we would all
be lost. Out of love and gratitude, let us share that forgiven and grace with others. Called into the family
of God through the living waters of baptism and nourished by His Word and Holy Supper, let us reach out
into our community with the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. Let us especially deal with each
other lovingly as brothers and sisters in Christ, gently calling to repentance when it becomes necessary
and continuously forgiving one another that His body, the Church might be reformed, strengthened, and
built up. May God grant this to us all. Amen.

In Christ!
Pastor Moeller

P.S. In this newsletter, we have included a copy of the newsletter that goes out to the parents of the
children at Trinity Learning Center. If you enjoy hearing what is happening at your daycare and
preschool and would like to continue receiving this information, please let me know so that we
might continue the practice.

Stewardship Thoughts

October 31 is celebrated by many people as Halloween Day. For us Christians October 31 marks quite a
different occasion and is celebrated as Reformation Day to commemorate the reformation of the church
that God accomplished through such notable church leaders as Dr. Martin Luther.

The traditional Gospel reading for Reformation Day comes from John 8:31-36 and opens with these
words of Jesus: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth
and the truth will set you free.” God used the Lutheran Reformation to free his people from many of the
abuses and false teachings of the 16" century church. Nearly 490 years later we still enjoy spiritual
freedom by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ as taught in the Holy Scriptures, the true and
reliable Word of God.

That freedom carries over into our lives as God’s stewards. “Christian stewardship is the free and joyous
activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for
God’s purposes,” is the way we as Lutherans have defined Christian stewardship. As God’s stewards we
are freed from the burden of having to do good works in an attempt to gain our salvation and instead freed
for living a new life as joy-filled people of God.

Mature Christian stewardship is a joyful response to God’s love in Christ! St. Paul said it so well in 2
Corinthians 9:6-8: “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER. And God is able to make
all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work.”

Financial Peace University
The stewardship committee is sponsoring Financial Peace University, a life-changing 13-week program
on personal finance. It is designed to empower people to manage their money better, eliminate debt and
build wealth. All material is biblically based and taught via entertaining video by Dave Ramsey. Find
out how to:

e Make a budget that you will understand and use.

e Get out of debt and stay that way.

e Gain control of your money.

e Communicate with your spouse about finances.

e Invest with confidence.

e Change your financial future.

New classes will begin this fall. For more information speak to Pastor Moeller.



Midweek Worship Service

We are holding mid-week services each Wednesday night at 7:30 p.m. Each week we will have a light
meal from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. If your family or group would like to serve one of these meals, please
contact Dale Snyder or Pastor Moeller.

Fit for Life

Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good people? If
we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations? Does God still
speak to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today? If these are questions that
you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting course in
Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways. It is a course
for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to
know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. We are beginning a new class soon.

If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller, about a time that would work well
for you and/or your friends.

How to Become A Member Of Trinity Lutheran

We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes. A new class will begin soon. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pastor
Moeller as soon as possible.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:
e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.
e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.
e Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not
been active in their former church.

TLC Bible Study

Pastor Moeller is leading a Bible study, which explores the weekly Bible stories the children will hear at
Trinity Learning Center. While this is specifically intended to help the teachers and workers prepare,
everyone from the congregation is invited to attend. Please join us each Saturday at 8:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study
“We believe that God created everything in six, twenty-four hour days.”

EHEHT[HH “You’ve got to be kidding! So, you don’t believe in evolution.”
“Microevolution, yes; macroevolution, no.”
“And you maintain that position, in view of modern science, is tenable?”

As Lutherans interact with other Christian, they often find themselves struggling to
explain their beliefs and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the
“what” of the doctrines of the church, they do not always have a full scriptural
foundation to share the “why.” When confronted with different doctrines, they
cannot clearly state their faith, much less understand the differences.

Because of insecurities about explaining particular doctrines or practices, some Lutherans may avoid
opportunities to share what they have learned from Christ and His Word. Beginning in September, our
Men’s Bible study will be exploring “Creation: The Lutheran Difference” to identify how Lutherans
differ from other Christians on the teaching of creation and will use the Bible to show why we differ. All
men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday morning at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast and Bible
study.
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Lifelight Bible Study

The Good Samaritan. The Prodigal Son. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector. These stories from Jesus—
recorded exclusively by St. Luke—are some of the most beloved in Holy Scripture. But despite the
popularity of these passages, many students of Scripture would find it hard to describe what’s unique
about Luke’s account of Jesus’ life.

Please join the Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., as we study portions of the Gospel of
Luke. This will not be a verse-by-verse commentary on the Gospel according to St. Luke, but will instead
highlight key passages and emphases that distinguish Luke’s account from the writings of the other
evangelists. Most important, it will provide you with unique insight for understanding the birth, ministry,
and passion of your Savior.

Off the Edge—Falth Science, and the Future
Off the Edge looks at the creation of the universe, the end of the universe, and the
possibility of life on other planets.
Topics include:
= The relationship between faith and science
= Scientific cosmologies
e The origin of life
- Extraterrestrial life
- Contact with aliens
e The Gospel and the end

Please join us for this Bible study each Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m.

Nutrition Meals
Trinity Lutheran is scheduled to serve Hartford Nutrition Meals on October 24, 25, 26 at the Senior
Center. If you are able to help, please contact June Snyder (526-6681).

Study of the Formula of Concord

Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546. The Lutherans all too quickly fell to squabbling about
doctrine. How such contentiousness and which doctrinal viewpoints would be affirmed would mark the
future of the Church for centuries to come. The Formula of Concord, published in 1577, helped the
Lutheran Church deal with the internal conflicts. Perhaps the Lutheran Church would not have survived
the sixteenth-century doctrinal wars without the Formula of Concord. This study will help us to discover
anew how the Formula of Concord helps the Church today with theological, doctrinal, and daily life
issues. All adults of the congregation are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

Give Thanks for Your Marriage!

Give thanks for your marriage by attending a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend! Think about this
opportunity to take a new look at your marriage priorities and lifestyle. Learn simple, effective
communication techniques. Practice privately, no group sharing. Enhance the love that you share. The
next opportunity for a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend is November 2-4, 2007 or March 7-9, 2008.
Both weekends are held in Sioux Falls, SD at the Good Samaritan Retreat Center. The cost is $45 to
register and a freewill offering at the end of the weekend. Questions? Registration? Contact Pastor and
Aimee Moeller (526-3572).

Men’s Club Dartball Tournament

The Men’s Club is sponsoring a dartball tournament on Sunday, October 28™. All groups and
organizations in the congregation are invited to form a team. A freewill offering will be taken for the
noon meal and food and drink during the afternoon. Contact Bob Moore for more information (526-
6633).
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Preschool Happenings

Trinity Learning
Center Preschool

Volume 1, Issue 1

October 2007

September &
October Birthdays

* Jillian Tulin -
September 24"

* Riley Swanson -
September 25"

* Noah Hohn -
September 30"

* McKenna Sichmeller
October 14"

* Hannah Davis -
October 15"

* Wilson Droge -
October 23™

* Miss Jessi Moeller
October 30"

October’s Bible
Lessons

October 1st - 3rd
God Rescues Adam and Eve
Genesis 3

October 9th -12th
God Rescues Adam and Eve
Genesis 3

October 15th -19th God Calls
Cain to Repent
Genesis 4:1 -16

October 22nd -26""
God Saves Noah & His Family
Genesis 6:1-9:17

October 26th -November 2nd
God Saves Noah & His Family
Genesis 6:1-9:17

Miss Jessi Moeller's Message

Wow! It is so hard to
believe that September is
almost over and we are
moving right into October.

Throughout the past
three weeks we have been
focusing on God’s creation
of the world and how
wonderfully and perfectly
He designed everything.
We have especially been
discussing how He made
each of us and created us
to be unique individuals
who will one day be able to
spend eternity with Him in
heaven.

We have also been
working very hard on
learning to follow one and
two-step directions, as
well as how to listen to
others and raise our
hands when we have
something to share.

You will notice that on
the right side column I
have listed October’s
Bible Lessons. Please feel
free to read these at
home with your child or
read them as a part of
your own weekly Bible
reading. You are also
welcome to join us every
Saturday at 8:30 am when
Pastor Moeller holds Bible
studies for our upcoming
Bible lessons.

On a side note, please
make sure that your
children are coming to
school dressed
appropriately (i.e. jackets,
pants, toed shoes, etc.)
for the upcoming fall
weather. 1 would hate for
them to miss out on any of
our upcoming activities

Hip, Hip Hooray!

* Thank you to all of the
parents who brought
supplies for us to use at
preschool.

* Thank you to all of the
parents who chaperoned on
our field trip to Country
Apple Orchard.

* Kudos to all of our
preschoolers for using
their best manners on our
field trip.

* Thank you to Katie
Moeller for being our
Assistant Teacher in the 3
& 4 year-old class.

* Thank you to Pastor
Moeller for the wonderful
messages at Chapel.

* Thank you to the many
church volunteers who
continuously support the
Trinity Learning Center in
countless ways.

because they have a cold
we may have been able to
prevent.

I am looking forward to
all of the new and exciting
adventures that await us
this month. Please feel
free to join us and be a
part of any of our
experiences at any time.

As always, if you have
any questions, concerns or
comments (both positive
and negative) about your
child or anything that we
are working on at school,
please do not hesitate to
call me on my cell phone
321-1642 or e-mail me at
tic@trinitylutheran-

hartfordsd.org.

Blessings,
Miss Jessi Moeller

* Thank you for the e-mails
and phone calls that have
kept me well informed
about your children and
their experiences.

* Parents, thank you so
very much for sharing your
beautiful and talented
children with us every
week.



Look what we did!

Notes from Pastor

Where Are You?

One of the most haunting questions in
the Bible is the first one asked by God.
“Where are you?” God asked Adam
(Genesis 3:9). This was obviously a
rhetorical question. God already knew
the answer. It was Adam and Eve who
needed to realize where they we were
and what they were doing. God was
giving His children a chance to repent.
Even though they had fallen into sin,
God wanted to restore them to Himself;
so He called out to them, and reached
out to them with His mercy and grace.

Our Lord is still seeking out His lost
children today. I'm not talking just
about the neighbor down the street
who never goes to church on Sunday or
the tribesman in Africa who has not yet
heard the Good News of salvation
through Jesus Christ. I'm talking about

Parent’s Corner

Reading to children is absolutely
critical when it comes to helping
them develop skills necessary for
reading. Listed below are several
tips for reading to your
preschooler provided by the
National Education Association.

e Snuggle with your child
and his or her favorite
blanket or toys as you
read.

* Read with expression using
different voices for
different characters.

e Emphasize rhythms and
rhymes in stories. Give

you and me. All of us have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God. Each
of us has disobeyed and tried to hide
from God. Each of us is daily in need of
repentance. Each of needs to be asked:
“Where are you?” Where are you in
your relationship to the Lord? Where
are you when it is time to love your
neighbor? Where are you...?

An honest examination in the mirror
of God's Law will show us that we are
not always where we should be. St.
John writes of our true condition: “If
we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1
John 1:8). Fortunately, God does not
leave us to ourselves. He calls us to
repentance. He reaches out with His
mercy and grace. That's why St. John
is able to say in the next verse: “1f we
confess our sins, [God] is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and

e Encourage your child to
ask questions. Provide
models of interesting
guestions and examples of
possible answers: “I
wonder what is going to
happen next? 1 think that
the rabbit will get lost
because he is not paying
attention to where he is
going. What do you think?”

e Avoid using baby talk.
Speak to your child in
grownup language now so
he or she will recognize
words he or she hears in
the classroom. Also, other
children may laugh at baby

purify us from all unrighteousness”

(1 John 1:9). Through His Word and
Sacraments, God exchanges our sin for
Christ's righteousness. In Baptism the
Holy Spirit cleanses us and gives us new
birth as God's children. As we confess
our sins, God forgives our sins for
Jesus’ sake. In the Lord’s Supper, He
gives us Christ’s very body and blood
for the forgiveness of our sins and the
strengthening of our faith.

Knowing God has only promised to give
these wonderful gifts to us in His
church, there is no better place that
we could be each week than to gather
with our fellow believers in God's
house for worship. Where are you?

God's richest blessings
in Christ!
Pastor Moeller

e From time to time, give
your child simple,
consecutive instructions.
For example, “Pick up the
ball, then bounce it, then
put it on the table.” Make
a game out of it, if you
like. Such activities will
help your child develop
memory skills and follow
directions accurately, both
of which are essential in
school.

e Set agood example as a
reader - read every day at
home even ifitis a
magazine or newspaper.

e Make reading fun, a time
that you both look forward
to spending together.
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