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Dear Christian friends;

“On October 31, 1517, an Augustinian monk posted ninety-five statements for
discussion on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Dr. Martin
| 4 Luther hoped that posting his theses would bring about an academic debate regarding
e u=l|  repentance, the sale of indulgences, and other matters of concern within the Roman
PASTOR Catholic Church. However, Rome eventually excommunicated Luther, judging him to
be a heretic. Luther’s reforms, centered on the teaching that a believer is justified by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ, sparked religious reforms not only in German states but also in many
European countries. In 1667, Elector John George Il of Saxony standardized the custom of observing
Luther’s October 31 posting of the Ninety-five Theses” (Treasury of Daily Prayer, p.868).

The annual remembrance of this day has since been known as Reformation Day. But perhaps you’ve
wondered, “Why do we still celebrate it? What does Reformation Day mean for us today?”

At the time Luther posted those theses for discussion the Church had gone far astray. The Good News of
salvation by grace alone through faith alone on account of Christ alone had all but been drowned out in
the Christian Church. Instead, people sought to earn their salvation before God by doing enough good
deeds to pay God back for their sins—by acquiring enough spiritual brownie points to make themselves
right with God. In other words, sinful men went back to our natural religion—works righteousness.

Times haven’t really changed over the last five hundred years. Neither has sinful man. A number of
years ago an independent firm conducted a survey among Lutherans in America, and the results were
staggering. For example, when asked to respond to the statement, “The main emphasis of the Gospel is
on God’s rules for right living,” over 60 percent “agreed” or “probably agreed.” In other words, the vast
majority of Lutherans in this country think that the Gospel is a bunch of rules to tell us what we need to
do to live rightly with God. To another statement, “Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior
can go to heaven,” over 40 percent could not agree with that. In other words, it seems that many
Lutherans do not believe that Jesus Christ is humanity’s only Savior from sin.

Where have we gone wrong? | would submit that the Lutheran Church today has gone wrong primarily in
the pulpit, because our preachers have so often chosen to preach something other than Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified for our sins. It is so much easier for us to preach  our people rather than  them—to
preach only the Law, and not the Law in its fullest severity, accusing and condemning us for our sins, but
manageable Law, which seeks primarily to change people’s behavior. Give more money, get more
involved, become more spiritual, do this, do that, do, do, do! And so what do our people soon begin to
believe? That “the main emphasis of the Gospel is on God’s rules for right living.” In so doing, we
preachers have turned the Gospel into “Law lite,” and in the process, we find ourselves bound more
securely in our sins than ever before, because no matter what we do or how hard we try, we can never do
enough to satisfy God’s demands! We can never do enough! We will always fall short!

That is why we must be in a constant state of reformation—both as the Church and as individual members
of the body of Christ. Our sinful nature far too easily strays back into works-righteousness. Our Old
Adam does not need to be improved, it needs to be constantly put to death by the preaching of God’s holy
Law, so that the new Christ-like nature that has been given to us in our Baptism, may arise to lead a holy
life, as we receive the Gospel—the Good News of salvation and forgiveness in Jesus Christ through His
means of grace.



This type of Law/Gospel preaching will never be the most popular in the world. Our sinful nature would
much rather hear a few steps that we can follow to have a happier marriage, raise better children, or enjoy
a more successful life. Our Old Adam would much rather be entertained or inspired than to be reminded
that he is a “poor, miserable sinner,” who justly deserves God’s temporal and eternal punishment, and is
in need of forgiveness. But at its best, preaching to “felt needs” can only help for this life. What we
really need is the preaching of the Gospel, the same message of the prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus
Christ and His apostles, Luther and the other reformers—a message of repentance and the forgiveness of
sins. Only that message will bring us forgiveness, give us peace with God, and lead us to eternal life.

May God forgive us for the times that we have strayed from preaching this Good News. May God lead us
to constant reformation in the areas in which we stray from His holy Word. May God give us hearts that
eagerly seek to hear this Good News—*Through the blood of Jesus Christ, you are at peace with God.
Indeed, you are forgiven of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Amen.

In Christ!

Paster Meeller

Remember to give your church & pastor a call if you are:
e going to the hospital
o facing challenges
e in need of prayer
e having a baby

October is a great time of the year. In many parts of our country the leaves are changing colors and
providing some beautiful scenery to delight our eyes. The harvesting of grain (corn, beans and the like) is
either completed or in the process of being completed. Many fruits, like apples, and vegetables like
pumpkins, are also being harvested and stored away.

Farmers, orchard owners and gardeners are God’s stewards who prepare the fields, orchards and gardens,
plant the seeds, cultivate and fertilize the plants, and then wait for the Lord’s blessings of sunshine, rain,

and seasonable weather so that the harvest may be gathered in to provide food for all of God’s creatures.

God blesses this faithful stewardship.

The Apostle James writes: “See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how
patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.” (James 5:7 NIV) Those who work in fields, orchards and
gardens know that while they contribute much to a good harvest, but they also know that without the
Lord’s blessings there would be no harvest. They can do their best to get the fields, orchards and gardens
ready for seedtime and harvest but the good harvest will take place only if the Lord blesses the fields,
orchards and gardens with the kind of weather necessary for a bountiful harvest. After doing all they can,
God’s stewards must wait upon the Lord who “opens his hand and satisfies the desires of every living
thing.” Psalm 145:16 NIV)

We who have been called to faith in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit are also called to be
good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us to manage wisely and well. On October 31% we
celebrate Reformation Day--a day to remember and give thanks for all the beautiful spiritual blessings
God has given to us through the work and ministry of his faithful steward, Dr. Martin Luther. Through
Luther God called the church back to Scripture Alone, Grace Alone and Faith Alone so we can know for
sure what his will is for our Christian living and giving.

As stewards of the Gospel of Jesus as well as all the rest of life and life’s resources, we are called to
patiently and faithfully give of our time, talents, financial resources and Christian witness for God’s glory
and the welfare of people whose lives we touch.



We extend the Sacrament of Baptism to all who have not been baptized—infants, children, youth, and
adults. We invite those adults who are looking for a church home to come to one of our New Member
Orientation classes.

Upon completion of this class you may join Trinity Lutheran Church in one of the following ways:
e The Rite of Confirmation for those who have never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church.
e A Letter of Transfer is gladly accepted if you wish to transfer your membership from another
Lutheran congregation.
o Reaffirmation of faith is for those who have been confirmed in a Lutheran church but have not
been active in their former church.

Why is the world so messed up? Why does God let bad things happen to good people? If we
all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations? Does God still speak
to us today? Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?

If these are questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an
exciting course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful
ways. It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone who wants to
know more about our Savior Jesus Christ.

If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Moeller. We will be starting a new class ¢
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Would you like to have a richer understanding our Lutheran Confessions? Is the study of our Confessions
only for 7" and 8" grade students in Catechism class? For that matter, what are the Lutheran
Confessions?

The Lutheran Confessions, taken from the Book of Concord are 10 special statements of faith that we use
as a basis of what we believe. Far more than mere historical documents, they are still viewed today by
Confessional Lutherans as a definitive statement of what it means to be Christian and Lutheran. Since we
believe that the Lutheran Confessions are drawn from, reflect Holy Scripture, and are a summary of the
Gospel, they are the standard by which all teaching and practice in our churches must be judged.

At Trinity Lutheran Church, we are beginning a Confessions Reading Group every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
In this class, we will read from the Bible and the Book of Concord. Class members will have the
opportunity to learn more about our sacred faith and grow in knowledge and faith in God’s Holy Word.
We will be reading from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions. Everybody is invited to join us!
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The Book of Hebrews is one of the most profound books of the New Testament. If you are
looking for a model to follow, a cause with which to identify, you’ll find it here. If you are
looking for solid food instead of baby food, you’ll enjoy the study of this book. This first-
century letter to the Hebrew Christians is heavy on theology and is filled with all kinds of
practical applications for Christian life today. But above all, it points us to the Fulfillment
of Faith—Jesus Christ—the one who saves us and empowers us to live the new life!

All men of the congregation are invited to join us each Monday at 6:00 a.m. for breakfast
and studying this fascinating book of the Bible.

Ea-ch Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. we meet to study the Bible passages for upcoming Sunday School,
preschool, and daycare lessons. Everyone is invited to join us! If you would like to attend, but would
prefer a different time or day, please speak with Pastor Moeller.



St. Luke, in his introduction to the Book of Acts writes: “In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about
all that Jesus to do and to teach until the day that He was taken up to heaven.” This sets the stage
for Luke’s second book, Acts, which details how Jesus continued to be with His church as they continued
to share His Gospel with the world.

The Book of Acts records the events that testify to the power of the Holy Spirit working in and through
the church to gather, equip, and enliven its members so that all people might receive God’s gift of eternal
life through Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.

Please join our Lifelight Bible study each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. as we explore this fascinating
book of the New Testament.

Life-long commitment. Man and woman. Children. Society.
So many opinions. What do you believe?

As Lutherans interact with other Christians, they often struggle to explain their beliefs
and practices. Although many Lutherans have learned the “what” of Lutheran doctrines,
they do not always have a full scriptural foundation to share the “why.” When
confronted with different doctrines, some cannot clearly state their faith. Based on God’s
Word, as faithfully reflected in the Lutheran Confessions, this study will help you to state
clearly what you believe.
Chapters include:

e Foundation in Creation
Unique and Distinct
Biblical Intimacy
Exercising Faith and Love
More Than Romance
Leaving a Legacy

All high school students and adults are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:45 a.m.
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Delve deeper into each week’s three Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons. This Bible
study based on the lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about each week’s readings
and their contexts. Questions and answers mine the riches of the weekly lessons while providing an
opportunity for thought and personal application.
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Words paired with music are more easily learned and remembered. With Sing the

an -’"EFﬂiifh Faith, the words of the Small Catechism are set to original tunes in order to teach

g and aid memory of these important words. Each of the 67 upbeat songs covers a

portion of the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism,

Confession, the Office of the Keys, the Lord’s Supper, and prayers. Sing at home,

i, e in the car, at school or at Sunday School. Sing here, there, and everywhere.
ot If you would like a copy for your family please speak to Pastor Moeller.
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Many people are not aware that Trinity’s monthly newsletter is available via email or at our website
www.trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org . One of the advantages of the online edition is colored photos. It is
also much easier to forward to friends or neighbors. Another advantage is cost savings—there is no
postage. If you would be interested in receiving your monthly newsletter via email, you may contact
Pastor at pastor@trinitylutheran-hartfordsd.org .
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You may have noticed that the latest schedule for cleaning the church has changed.
Instead of two families per week, there are usually three. The cleaning duties for the
church sanctuary, basement, and fellowship hall have been updated as well. When it
is your turn to clean, please speak with the other families on the list to determine
who will do what area. You may find the list of cleaning duties on the bulletin
boards in the church nave and fellowship hall.

As with other types of service at the church, cleaning the church is done on a
voluntary basis. Everyone is given the opportunity to help. If you have not been included and would like
to help please contact the church office. If circumstances have changed (such as health or work schedule)
and you are not able to help, please contact the church office.

If you wish to hire someone to clean, Tammie Eggebraaten is available. You can call her at 940-9028. If
anyone else would be interested in cleaning, please contact the church office.

*

The District Office is asking all congregations to provide contact information on all their members who
are attending colleges or universities this year. If you or your son or daughter are heading off for college
or university, please let Pastor Moeller know their name, the post-secondary school they will be attending,
the student’s school address and phone number, and e-mail address.
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The Stewardship Committee at Trinity Lutheran Church invites you to consider a new way of
implementing your giving of tithes and offering. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has developed an
automated giving program called Simply Giving to assist congregations and their members. Our church
council and voters assembly have examined the program and found it a good option for members who
regularly use automatic withdrawals from their bank accounts. Responses from those at Trinity who have
been using this program have been very positive.

Both our members and the ministry of our church benefit with this program. For those who choose to
participate, withdrawing the pledged or specified amount from your bank account is truly giving the
Biblical “first fruits.” It also eliminates the minor frustrations of writing frequent checks or forgetting the
checkbook. For the church, the advantages are related to a consistent, predictable income. The seasonal
fluctuations in giving patterns are lessened. Thrivent Financial offers this service to benefit congregations.

You can implement this plan by asking for an enrollment form, completing it, and sending it and the
appropriate bank information to the church office.

% 1 # -
West Central School District, in partnership with Lutheran Social Services, is looking for volunteers to
mentor students in the West Central School District. Mentors and students meet at school once a week,
for an hour at a time, to work on a variety of activities, such as playing board games, reading books,
playing basketball or simply eating lunch and talking.

For an application or to learn more, contact:

School-Based Mentor Program
Phone: 605-221-2400 Email: Wyatt.Urlacher@Isssd.org

Web: www.mentoring.Isssd.org
h
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Lutheran Social Services

Sarengrhening Individuals, Familes and Communisies



Bernice Stave moved to Sioux Falls with her
husband, Hubert, in 2001. They were originally
from Omaha and spent many of their retirement
years living in a Leech Lake home near, Walker,
Minnesota. Bernice and Hubert were married 66
years in February of 2005, and Hubert passed
away in August of that year. Bernice is happy to
be living close to her son-in-law, Chuck, and
daughter, Linda. She also enjoys having several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren living
nearby. Bernice has a son and daughter-in-law,
Ron and Kristy Stave, living near Omaha,
Nebraska, and always looks forward to visits with
them and their children and grandchildren.

Chuck and Linda Hanson moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, from Omaha, Nebraska in 1978. They
were married in 1963 and have two sons and one daughter. Chuck is a Registered Land Surveyor. He
started Hanson Land Surveying Services, LTD, in 1983. Linda worked for 16 years at Sioux Falls
Lutheran School in the Preschool and Day Care programs. She retired from there to be the caretaker of
her grandchildren. She is also a former church choir director and organist. Linda is happy to be a
housewife, and both Chuck and Linda especially enjoy spending as much time as possible with their
family. They have enjoyed taking many trips with their children’s families. Their children and spouses
and four grandchildren all live close to Sioux Falls.

Dave and Joan Hanson live east of Harrisburg, SD near Lake Alvin. Dave works at Brandon Spirits in
Brandon, SD and enjoys playing Sioux Falls Adult Co-Ed Soccer. Joan is a physical therapist and
manager of Sanford Physical Therapy Solutions in Sioux Falls. She enjoys reading, gardening and
spending time with the kids. They have two children. Caitlin is 16 and is involved in student council and
oral interpretation at Harrisburg Senior High School. Aaron is 13. He attends Harrisburg Middle School
and plays soccer on the Dakota Alliance Soccer’s under 14 team.

“Sheltered Reality,” an inspirational drum-line,
featuring Trinity’s own Kim Kleba and Dustin Kleba,
performed at our Sunday School picnic on Sunday,
September 13"

The performance was a form of thanks from
“Sheltered Reality” for allowing them to store their
equipment and practice in our facilities.

We would like have pictures of all the confirmands and the pastor who confirmed them during the last
128 years. We will put them in the picture book cabinet and will update it every year. If you have
pictures, please bring them to Kathy Totton or Donna Vogt. If you would like them returned, we will
make copies and give them back to you.



