




Pentecost 23 ~ Series A ~ October 23, 2005

Love Is Hard Work, part two

It’s been said that one of the most difficult times in a marriage is building or remodeling a home.  Those of you who have gone through that know what I am speaking about.  Sometimes the only thing that holds the marriage together during that time is the commitment they’ve made to one another—for  better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and health.  Yes, married love is hard work.

The same is true for a congregation taking on a major building project.  Although not all of you might have that same perspective of the situation right now, we’ve fortunately gone through that procedure here relatively well, without the major blowups that happen in many congregations.  

That doesn’t mean we’ve gone through this process perfectly.  We’re each sinners, living in the midst of a bunch of other sinners.  We’ve all got different ideas and different priorities.  We all get impatient when things don’t move along as quickly as we would like.  We all like to have things done our way.  We all get our feelings hurt too easily.  And we all tend to be suspicious of others’ motives, yet somehow manage to convince ourselves that ours are pure.  Considering our inclination to sin, it is obviously only by God’s grace anything positive gets done.

But an even more important, but less obvious factor is also at work in bringing about dissension… Satan!  The last thing he wants to see is the body of Christ working together harmoniously for the work of God’s kingdom.  What better way to spoil a congregation’s effectiveness than to get the members arguing about relatively insignificant things, instead of building up one another in the body of Christ.  Not only will they be too busy to grow in their own faith, their arguing could be a stumbling block to others coming to saving faith in Jesus Christ.  Who wants to join a group that can’t get along?   And so the devil is able to do his dirty work undetected, while people demonize and blame their fellow Christians instead.

Fortunately, as I said earlier, it is not our love, but God’s love in Christ that saves.  While our love is weak and conditional, God’s love is powerful and unlimited.  In fact, He’s already done all the hard work for us!  God demonstrated His own love for us in this:  while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  On the cross, the love of Christ defeated the devil and our own sinful flesh.  We need no longer be slaves to those enemies, but have been freed to love one another.   

Today, right after we gather the tithes and offerings, we will dedicate this new building to the Lord for the work of His Kingdom.  It has been a group effort with lots of hard work, from a lot of people.  Some have shared their leadership abilities to help guide the process along.  Others have shared their talents, skills, and time.  Everyone has been invited to share his or her ideas or suggestions, prayers, and financial resources.  

As we dedicate this new building, let’s use this opportunity to begin anew as members of the body of Christ.  Let’s remember that Satan is always working in the shadows to create mistrust and dissension.  Let’s confess our sins, our failure to love our neighbor as ourselves, our failure to put the best construction on the words, actions, and motives of our neighbor, our inclination to bear grudges, and our inability to accept well-intended rebuke or correction.  Let us forgive one another as we have received forgiveness through God’s love in Jesus Christ.  

Then, equipped by God’s Holy Spirit of love and forgiveness, let us begin a new era of ministry.  Let us joyfully set out to do the work of God’s kingdom in this area, so that this building might be a place of nourishment in the Word of God, that all who come here may grow in the knowledge and wisdom of the only true and saving God, that we and many more may continue to declare and hear of God’s abundant love forgiveness.  May God grant this to us all.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.  

