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5th Sunday after Pentecost ~ June 19, 2005

The Church Year in Sermon and Song

Introduction: (Pastor at foot of Chancel steps.  Altar is bare.)

How dull life would be if the seasons never changed!  No matter how much you might prefer one season of the year, I’m sure that you’d get tired of it, if it never ended.  Most of us crave variety and that’s what the changing seasons offer us.  Each season has its own attractions and charm, and, by the time you are tired of one season, there’s always another to look forward to.

Not only nature, but also the Church has changing seasons.  Our worship in the Church moves through one season after another, each with a different message, each with a different mood.  As a result, our worship need never grow monotonous or stale.  As we begin to grow weary of one season there is always another approaching.

Controlling these seasons is the Church Calendar.  In many ways the Church Calendar is independent of the civil calendar, although it does rely on it to a certain extent.  The Church Calendar tells us when each season of the Church Year is to begin and how long it is to last.

The Church Year is divided into two parts.  The first part revolves around the life of Christ.  As we worship through this part of the Church Year we relive the main events in the life of our Lord.  Since most of the important days like Christmas and Easter fall during this period, it is called the Festival Half of the Church Year.  In the other half of the Church Year, the Non-Festival Half, we study the life of the Christian.  We see what the life, death, and resurrection of Christ mean to us in our everyday lives.

To help bring out the special mood of each season we use color.  There are different colored paraments for the different seasons.  So, at certain points in the service today, we will change the paraments to symbolize the changing seasons of the Church Year.

Certain customs also reflect the mood of the season.  For example, during a solemn, penitential season such as Lent, flowers are often omitted from the Altar, and the use of music in the service is restricted somewhat.  

Then, too, there is a different message for each season.  During one season we will talk primarily about the birth of Jesus Christ.  During another season we will concentrate on His suffering and death.  The special message of each season is expressed in the Scripture readings, sermons, hymns, etc.
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If we are aware of these different seasons and what they are all about, our worship will be much more interesting and beneficial to us.  And so, today, instead of our usual services, we’re having these special services of sermon and song in which we will review the entire Church Year and enjoy a little sample of every season in it.  My hope and prayer is that the service today will enrich your worship throughout the year.

Opening Prayer:  (Pastor at Altar.  Congregation rises.)



O Lord God, who in Jesus Christ hast done great and gracious works among us, grant us strength to ponder these works with faith and to respond to them with grateful and obedient lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  (All “Amens” spoken by congregation.)

ADVENT:  (Congregation is seated.  Blue paraments are put on.  Pastor at Pulpit.)

The Church Year begins with the season of Advent, which means, “coming.”  It is the four week period right before Christmas in which we prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ into the world—first being born as one of us, a little baby at Christmas and then returning on Judgment Day as King of kings and Lord of lords.  

As we look forward to the day of His birth, there is, of course, much joy and gladness in our hearts.  But there is also regret and shame.  For, if it were not for our sins and shortcomings the Son of God would not have had to humble Himself in this way.


The color of Advent is blue to express this mourning and sorrow for sin.  During these weeks of waiting for the day of Christ’s birth we are like the Old Testament believers who longed so eagerly for the Savior whom God had promised.  Hymn #62 expresses this penitent longing very beautifully.

Hymn TLH #62 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – Congregation

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)
Stir up, we implore you, your power, O Lord, and come that by your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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CHRISTMAS:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to white.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


Christmas is one of the greatest days in the entire Church Year.  It is the birthday of our Lord.  At Christmas we set aside the restraints and the penitence of Advent as we burst forth with holy joy.  God has kept His promise.  He has entered our world in the form of a newborn child.  This Babe of Bethlehem will do for us what we could never do for ourselves—He will set us free from sin and bring us back to God.


The wonder and the thrill of God’s love is almost overpowering at Christmas time.  The color, white, reflects our radiant joy and the divine glory that inspires it.  As with all the seasons of the Church Year, our celebration of Christmas actually begins on the evening before the appointed day, and then extends through January 5th.

Hymn TLH #102 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” – Congregation

Collect for Christmas Day (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

Grant, almighty God, that the birth of your only-begotten Son in human flesh may set us free, who through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

EPIPHANY: (Congregation is seated.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


Epiphany follows right after Christmas and its season, beginning on January 6th.   Epiphany means “showing forth.”  During this season we ponder the different ways in which Christ was revealed to the world as God and Savior.  The first showing forth was to the Wise Men by means of a star, which guided them to His manger-crib.  Later on, Christ revealed Himself through His baptism, His miracles, and through His preaching.  His most splendid showing forth was at His Transfiguration, where God sent Moses and Elijah to meet Jesus at the mountain and Jesus’ closest disciples were permitted a brief glimpse of His otherwise veiled glory.  

Since Epiphany carries on the note of joy and of divine glory, which Christmas began, the color remains white.  The season varies in length from one to seven Sundays depending on the date of Easter.

Hymn TLH #128 “Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning” – Congregation
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Collect for the Epiphany of our Lord (Congregation rises.  Pastor at the Altar.)
O God, by the leading of a star you once made known to all nations your only-begotten Son; now lead us, who know you by faith, to know in heaven the fullness of your divine goodness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

LENT:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to violet.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


After Epiphany the mood of our worship changes abruptly.  Joy gives way to penitence as we begin to commemorate the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.  The season reaches its climax on Good Friday and comes to and end on Holy Saturday.  As we recall the depth of Christ’s agony in torture chamber and on the Cross, we are compelled to remember that our sins brought all this upon Him.  So, we search our souls and humble our hearts.


The color violet signifies this penitent mood.  However, there is nothing morbid about this concentration on guilt and suffering.  It is the source of great relief and strength to us.  For, through His bitter agony and death Christ removed our guilt and won the forgiveness of our sins.  As we see Him torn and bleeding upon the Cross we are looking at the price of our salvation.

Hymn TLH #172 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vv. 1-5 – Congregation
Collect for Good Friday (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar)

Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

EASTER:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to white.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


On Easter, Christian hope and happiness reach their highest point, for this is the day on which our Lord rose from the dead.  The color, then, changes to white and remains that during the entire season of six Sundays.  As we stand before the empty tomb we discover with the disciples that Christ’s death was not a tragic failure but a glorious success.  We realized that He entered suffering and death not as a helpless victim but rather as a mighty warrior battling for victory.
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Faith in the Risen Christ brings us tremendous joy because the victory that He won on this great day is our victory, too.  His resurrection paved the way for our resurrection into eternal life hereafter.  Furthermore, though Him we can enjoy a thrilling resurrection right now as the Holy Spirit rises up within us.  Let us celebrate Easter again for just a few moments as we join in singing the next hymn.

Hymn TLH #199: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia!” – Congregation
Collect for Easter Sunday  (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

Almighty God the Father, through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ you have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.  Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

ASCENSION:  (Congregation is seated.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


Forty days after Easter, Christ removed His physical body from the earth and returned to heaven.  Yet, as He was about to leave He said, “I am with you always.”  Though He took His body from us He is still here in a different manner—through His Holy Spirit in Word and Sacraments.  Ascension is a day of triumph and joy as Christ returns to heaven after accomplishing His work of redemption here on earth.  The color remains white.  The season continues for nine days after the Ascension itself.

Hymn TLH #212: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” vv. 1-4 – Congregation
Collect for the Ascension (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that even as we believe your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind ascend and continually dwell there with him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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PENTECOST: (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to red.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


Pentecost means “fiftieth.”  On the fiftieth day after Easter, Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon His disciples, just as He had promised.  Appearing in tongues of fire that rested on their heads, the Spirit filled these first believers with courage and strength.  Immediately, they began to preach to others about the Crucified and Risen Christ and more than 3,000 were converted in a single day.  The Holy Spirit has never left Christ’s people, but has been our constant contact with the Lord, our never failing source of inspiration and zeal.  The paraments on Pentecost are red—the color of fire—recalling the manner in which the Spirit made His presence known.

Hymn TLH #224:  “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” – Congregation

Collect for Pentecost.  (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

O God, on this day you once taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending them the light of your Holy Spirit.  Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in communion with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

TRINITY SUNDAY:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to white.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


With the celebration of Pentecost we conclude the first half of the Church Year and are about to begin the second half.  At this central point of the Church Year we observe the Feast of the Holy Trinity or Trinity Sunday, as it is usually called.  Trinity and its related word, Triune, mean, “three-in-one.”  On this day we remember that the God who revealed Himself to us in Jesus Christ is the same God who created us and all things—the Heavenly Father, and that He is also the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts.  He is Father, Son, Holy Spirit—three—and yet only one God.


The color of Trinity Sunday is white to symbolize the divine glory of our Triune God.  Like other feasts of the Church Year, the Feast of the Holy Trinity is observed for an  eight day period.

Hymn TLH #246 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” – Congregation 
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Collect for the Feast of the Holy Trinity.  (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

Almighty and everlasting God, since you have given us, your servants, grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith, and to worship the true Unity in the power of your divine majesty, keep us also steadfast in this true faith and worship, and defend us ever from all our adversaries; for you, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

PENTECOST SEASON:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to green.  Pastor at Pulpit.)


The Pentecost Season (or Trinity, as it used to be called) is the longest one in the entire Church Year.  There are from twenty-two to twenty-seven Sundays in it.  During this season we study the Christian life.  We consider what Jesus Christ means for our everyday thoughts and actions.  The color is green to signify the new life and growth which we are to achieve.  During the final Sundays of this Season, as we come to the close of the Church Year, our attention turns to the end of the world and the Last Judgment.

Hymn TLH #409  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” – Congregation

Collect for the Second Sunday after Pentecost.  (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)
O God, whose never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven and earth, put away from us, we entreat you, all hurtful things, and give us those things that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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SAINTS DAYS:  (Congregation is seated.  Paraments are changed to red.  Pastor at Pulpit.


In addition to the seasons of the Church Year there are also single days and dates which we observe.  These days are scattered throughout the entire Church Year and occur in all the seasons.  As a rule, this congregation observes these days only if they fall on Sunday.  Most of these special days are Saints Days.  They recall to our minds some of the great Christians of the past.


The color of most of these days in red—the color of blood—since most of these people laid down their lives for the cause of Christ.  In the Lutheran Church we do not worship the saints or pray to them, but we do honor their memory.  We do try to follow their heroic examples.  We do see in them what great things God can achieve in human beings.

Hymn TLH #463  “For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest” vv. 1-4 – Congregation

Collect for All Saints’ Day.  (Congregation rises.  Pastor at Altar.)

O almighty God, by whom we are graciously knit together as one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Jesus Christ, our Lord, grant us so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to those unspeakable joys which you have prepared for those who unfeignedly love you; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Offering

General Prayer (Litany insert)

Benediction

Pastor:
 The Lord bless you and keep you.


 The Lord make His faces shine upon you and be gracious unto you.


 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People:
 Amen
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