PAGE  

Narrative Communion ~ Trinity

6th Sunday after Pentecost ~ June 26, 2005

Hymn of Invocation TLH #301 “He that Believes and Is Baptized” 


Today the sermon will not be in the usual place.  Rather, it will be divided into four sections, each placed at a logical division in the Order of Service, to point out how our worship is organized to preach an essential message, utilizing Liturgy, Hymns, and Sermon to convey both the totality of the Christian faith and an in-depth study of one aspect of that faith.


I once asked the children in a chapel service why they loved to go to church.  The answers were numerous, but one was profound.  Becky replied, “Pastor, the church is where I meet Jesus.”  This response reminded me of how a little child’s faith can teach us all.  

Becky knew, even though she probably did not comprehend, what it often takes adults a lifetime to understand.  And that is, that in the church we indeed meet Jesus in the most intimate way that He has provided for us to receive Him.  For it is in both the hearing of the preached Word and in the eating and drinking of His Body and Blood that we meet Jesus most completely.   

In church He not only penetrates our mind and heart with the sound of His Word, but penetrates our very flesh with His flesh and our very blood with His precious Blood, associating Himself totally and personally with our entire being.  Thus, there is no other activity, this side of heaven, through which our Lord influences us more completely or comes to us more personally than through the Service of Holy Communion.  This indicates the importance of offering Communion in as many worship services as possible.

Isn’t it interesting how Becky’s concept of meeting Jesus in church is what the Scripture at the beginning of The Service reinforces?  Remember these words, the very words the Pastor used at your Baptism: “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” were the words with the water that introduced you to Jesus then.  And now at the beginning of our communion services those same words continue to introduce you to Jesus, these words with many more reinforcing words in Liturgy, Hymns, Sermon, and the Lord’s Supper—all make it possible for us to keep meeting Jesus until that day when He shall meet us finally in heaven.

Now a word about some customs.  In The Service there is a lot of conversation going on between Pastor and Congregation, such as when the Pastor says, “The Lord be with you,” and you return the blessing to him by saying, “and with thy spirit.”  This conversation is done with a combination of speaking and singing.
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Another custom is standing for final hymn doxologies.  A doxology is an acclamation of praise to the Triune God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  It is therefore out of deep humility and high respect for the divine majesty of the Trinity that we stand for these final doxologies, as our way of saying that it’s our prayer that all will praised the blessed name of the Holy Trinity.  

Finally, we wish for you to be aware that no portion or element in any service is done without careful thought and planning.  There should always be clear and valid reasons for everything we do together in God’s House.

Now to the service—page 15 of the hymnal begins with our Confessional Office.  We began today with hymn #301, “He that Believes and Is Baptized,” which calls to mind our baptism in Christ’s death and resurrection, the same theme as our Epistle from Romans 6:1-11.  We have already talked about the opening baptismal words which begin our face to face meeting with Jesus.  Then other quotes from Scripture propel us quickly to the heart of this section, namely, the prayer of Confession on the top of page 16.

In this prayer and the Absolution announced by the pastor in Jesus’ place and by His command you have summarized all you need to know for your salvation.  For faith that saves acknowledges our miserable, sinful condition, which justly deserves earthly and eternal punishment, but also trusts in the boundless mercy of God, because of the punishment Jesus received for us.  If there is no other sermon remembered than the one preached in this prayer, you will have remembered the heart of saving faith.  

With that in mind, let us pay attention to how this opening brings us quickly to a recognition of the essentials as we begin in God’s holy, Triune name.  

Invocation

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  (sung) Amen.

The Confession of Sins

P: 
Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:  (sung) Who made heaven and earth.

P:  
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C:  (sung) And Thou forgavest the iniquity of  my sin.
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Face altar

All:
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Face congregation

P:
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  Amen.

The next section of The Service is titled “Office of the Word.”  Not only does it review for us the broad fundamentals of the faith with such items as the Nicene Creed, but it provides also Scripture Readings and a sermon, which together deal with one aspect of the faith.  Thus, each Sunday’s Readings have a particular theme, which fits into an 3-year cycle of Readings, the totality of which treat each year all the scriptural essentials for growth and understanding.

This section begins with the “Introit.”  Its function is to start preparing you to understand the Scripture Readings.  Since today’s Readings all treat our response to the faith, and do not deal with the content of the faith itself, the Introit was specifically chosen to remind us of that content—the faith to which the Readings exhort us to respond.

After speaking about the specific content of our faith, we will pray the “Kyrie Litany” which features the church’s broader concerns.  Of all those followers of Jesus who cried out to Him, “Lord, have mercy!,” our response in this prayer, blind Bartemaeus is my favorite.  He’s my favorite because he let no one discourage him from invoking Jesus’ help.  Even the disciples could not keep him quiet.  And it’s that persistence and determination that makes him so special to me.  As I match the very language that Bartemaeus could well have spoken when he said, “Lord have mercy,” I am reminded of our Lord’s loving, healing response to him, the promise of which is ours today also, as we receive Him in both Word and Sacrament.
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After the “Kyrie eleison,” we sing a hymn paraphrase of the “Gloria in Excelsis.”  The beginning of this “Gloria… ” is the song of the Bethlehem angels, “Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  It not only helps us celebrate Christmas a bit each Sunday, but reminds us also that when Jesus meets us in worship He brings His angels along with Him.  This we confirm later when the pastor says “with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven” in the Holy Communion part of The Service.  And since angels are here with us, it seems the polite thing to sing here a song they know.  

The early church expanded this angelic utterance into a Trinitarian hymn, which described the work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with greatest emphasis on the Son.  Greatest emphasis was on Jesus, because there is more confusion about Him than about the Father and the Holy Spirit.  Thus the major portion of this piece clearly defines the work of Jesus, an understanding which is critically important for our salvation.

Now let’s speak the Introit, mindful of its function to prepare us for the Scripture Readings, and then sing the Kyrie Litany, mindful of its broader concerns, and then sing the Gloria in Excelsis Hymn, being reminded of the angels’ presence with our Lord here, and the special attention it gives to Jesus’ work to save us.

Introit

At altar

P:
Hear my voice when I call, O Lord;

C:
be merciful to me and answer me.

P:
The Lord is my light and my salvation-

C:
whom shall I fear?

P:
The Lord is the stronghold of my life-

C:
of whom shall I be afraid?

P:
Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;

C:
you have been my helper.

P:
Do not reject me or forsake me,

C:
O God my Savior.

P:
Hear my voice when I call, O Lord;

C:
be merciful to me and answer me.

GLORIA PATRI (sung)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
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The Kyrie (sung)
Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have  mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis (sung)
Glory be to God on high:  And on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee,  for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the  Father  Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy;  Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art rnost high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Now we have the most concentrated portions of Scripture Readings.  They begin with the pastor greeting us and we returning the greeting.  Remember, “The Lord be with you,” was a common angel greeting in Scripture before they made important announcements.  Think of Gabriel when he greeted Mary with these words when informing her that she would give birth to the Savior.  These same words can remind us today that the same Savior comes to us in His Word, soon to be read and preached, and both pastor and congregation want this blessing for each other’s hearing.

Next, the Collect for the Day is a short prayer that collects (hence the name Collect) the major emphases from the Scripture Readings, so that before we hear them, we pray about their content and the results they exhort may bear fruit in us.  Today this prayer focuses on sanctification, growing into our Baptismal grace.

Then, the first Reading from Scripture is from the Old Testament, which today reminds us that we never achieve peace with our two major enemies—the world and our old sinful nature.  Then the Epistle and Gospel lessons from the New Testament teach us that we may count ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ because we are joined to His death and resurrection through Baptism.  There will always be a conflict, but Christ assures us there will ultimately be triumph—“whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39).

Since the Holy Gospel quotes for us the very words of the incarnate Christ which He Himself spoke during His 33-year ministry on earth, we honor Him at this Reading with special ceremonies.  One, we have already mentioned, and that is, standing in 
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respect for His presence.  Another is, adorning the Reading with special music, introducing it with the three-fold Hallelujahs, then singing “Glory be to Thee, O Lord” after the announcement, and finally “Praise be to Thee, O Christ” at the conclusion.  Incidentally, after the Gospel we have the recitation of the Nicene Creed, a summary confession of our Christian faith.

After the Nicene Creed, the Hymn of the Day is sung.  This Hymn most clearly describes how the sermon is going to explain the three major Scripture Readings.  Today’s hymn, “Come Follow Me, the Savior Spake,” focuses on denying one’s self, fleeing our sins, bearing our cross, and following Jesus by clinging to His Word of Life.  Usually, the sermon text will be a portion of one of the Readings, the study of which will provide the major emphasis, but will certainly include the substance of the other supportive Readings.  There is a unity of thought here among all the Readings, that is designed to teach a singular theme.  Thus, the function of the sermon and sermon hymn is to highlight and reinforce that theme.

Now let’s begin with Gabriel’s Salutation (‘The Lord be with you’), reminded that our incarnate Lord now comes to us in His Word, and then pray the Collect, alert to recognize the theme of living in our Baptismal grace.  As the Old Testament lesson is read, listen how peace is possible only through Christ.  And in the Epistle and Gospel, hear how in Baptism Christ makes us dead to sin and alive to God, and enables us to put Him first in our lives.  Finally, the Hymn of the Day will summarize it all.

The Salutation

P:  
The Lord be with you.

C:  (sung) And with thy spirit.

P:
Let us pray.

The Collect for the Day

P:
O God, because you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding, pour into our hearts such love towards you that we, loving you above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  (sung) Amen.
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The Old Testament Reading

P:
The Old Testament reading for this sixth Sunday after Pentecost is written in the 28th chapter  of Jeremiah, beginning at the fifth verse:

Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD.  He said, “Amen! May the LORD do so! May the LORD fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the articles of the LORD’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon.  Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: From early times the prophets who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great kingdoms.  But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true.”

P:  
This is the Word of the Lord.

The Epistle

P:
The Epistle for today is written in the sixth chapter of Romans, beginning at the first verse:

What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, ﻿a﻿ that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

P:  
Here ends the Epistle.

The Hallelujah

C:
(sung) Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
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The Gospel 

P:
Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel.  
P:  
The Holy Gospel is written in the tenth chapter of St Matthew, beginning at the 34th verse:

C:
(sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

[Jesus said] “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to turn ”‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ ﻿ 

“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

“He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me.  Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward.  And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

P:
Here ends the Gospel.

C:
Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

The Nicene Creed

P: 
Let us confess our Christian faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen.

P:
You may be seated.

Sermon Hymn: TLH #421 “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake” 

The traditional Sermon would normally follow at this point.  This will not happen today, since our sermon has been divided into several sections occur throughout the service.

Have you noticed how the focus of the service has been alternating, on the one hand, between the very specific themes reflected by the Scriptural Readings, designed to teach one aspect of the faith, and on the other hand, broader themes, designed to teach us that even the specific item is still within the total context of the faith: that we have be justified by God’s grace through faith in the merits of Christ.  This feature has such an educational advantage for all of us, we must not take it for granted.

Now the sermon ends with a blessing from Paul and is a prayer that the Lord’s Words from the Readings and sermons would indeed convey forgiving peace.  This is normally followed by the congregation’s response: “Create in me a clean heart, O God”—a quote from Psalm 51, which provides a marvelous concluding prayer for what pastors hope will be the result of the preached Word.

The offering then gives us the first practical way to apply our response to God’s Word.  We have heard with our ears, believed with our minds and hearts, and sung with our voices and emotions—now we have the opportunity to respond with our tithes and offerings—a portion of the gifts that God has so generously given to us—in joyous thanksgiving for all that He has done for us.  The Offertory Hymn gives us the opportunity to thank God by offering the totality of our lives to Him.  

This is followed by the Prayer of the Church, which includes the totality of our concerns, namely, the church at large, the nations, those in special need, the parish, and whatever else deserves our attention.

We begin this section with the Offertory on page 22.
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The Offertory

All: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with-in me.  Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy  salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.
The Offering

The Litany Prayer for the Sixth Sunday After Pentecost – June 26, 2005 A.D.
P: 
Let us pray for the whole people of God, and for all people according to their needs.  

By Your great mercy You have called us to be Your children, O Lord.  We praise You for the power of Your Holy Spirit, which You have given us through water and the Word of Holy Baptism.  Help us to grow day by day in our understanding, that we might truly walk in newness of life and glorify Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 

P: 
You have called us to faithfully bear the crosses that may come to us for the sake of the Gospel.  Strengthen us each day that we do not grow weary, but are able to endure unto the end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 

P: 
We pray that each day we may be called to contrition and repentance by the power of our baptism, that we may not give place to sin, but live our lives to You.  Make us bold to share the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ with all who are still dead in their trespasses and sin that by Your power they also may come to faith in Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 

P: 
Lord Jesus, we are bold to pray for peace among the peoples and nations of the earth.  While holding fast to the truth of the Gospel, help us deal with one another with mercy and forgiveness, just as You have dealt with us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 

P: 
O God, You invite us to show our love for You in our service to one another.  Open our hearts to those who are hungry or homeless, those that are suffering in mind or body, those who mourn and are lonely.  Use us as channels of Your love and providence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 
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P: 
O God, especially do we pray your blessing upon the congregations of Trinity Lutheran, Mansfield and Concordia Lutheran, Cresbard and Corcordia Lutheran, Wessington.  Bless them as they proclaim your living Word in the midst of their congregations and communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: 
hear our prayer. 

P: 
We pray for our church family and friends in the midst of joys and struggles . . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: 
Amen. 

(Adapted from Creative Worship Copyright (2005) by Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission under license #04:07-64B)
The final section of The Service is titled “Office of the Sacrament,” which describes for us that Jesus is meeting us here in not only His Word, but also in Holy Communion.  It begins by preparing us again with Gabriel’s greeting, “The Lord be with you,” to convey that our incarnate Lord is here coming to us through His Body and Blood and that pastor and congregation want His blessing for that encounter.

Other scriptural passages follow, which prepare us for our second angels’ song, the beginning of the Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” a quote from the vision of Isaiah.  This song concludes with the song the crowd sang on Palm Sunday, identifying our Savior as “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,” which we confess is the same Savior that is coming to us now in His Sacrament.

The Lord’s Prayer follows as the Church’s Meal prayer.  These prepare us for the Words of Institution, quoted from Scripture, which associated with the bread and wine, are the chief thing in the Sacrament.  For when these words are accompanied by the bread and wine, you may be assured that the Lord Jesus is there.

After them, the pastor expresses His wish for peace—forgiveness—to be with his congregation, and then everyone sings the Agnus Dei, “Lamb of God,” a most appropriate biblical song before the reception of Holy Communion.  This song reviews for us the most important blessing of Christ’s salvation, namely forgiveness, which we continue to receive in this Sacrament.  Then the Distribution hymns reinforce either the Theme of the Day or the doctrine of the Sacrament.  
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After the Corporate Blessing, we are given opportunity to render thanks to God for all the blessings received in the Sacrament.  And Gabriel’s words, “The Lord be with you,” again prepare us for our Lord’s final manifestation in the Benediction, through which He gives us Himself and the peace that that brings.

Let us now prepare to receive Him, as He comes to meets us in His Body and Blood.

The Preface (Please rise) 

P:  
The Lord be with you.

C:  
(Sung) And with thy spirit.

P:  
Lift up your hearts.

C:
(Sung) We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

C:  
(Sung) It is meet and right so to do.

P: 
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: Who with Thine only-begotten Son and the Holy Ghost art one God, one Lord.  And in the confession of the only true God we worship the Trinity in Person and the Unity in Substance, of Majesty coequal.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:

The Sanctus

C:
(Sung) Holy,  holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory; Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, Bless - ed is He, Bless-ed is He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.  Ho - san - na, Ho - san - na, Ho - san - na  in  the  high - est.

The Lord's Prayer

P:
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;

C:
(Sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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The Words of Institution

P:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me."

After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins.  This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me."

The Pax Domini

P:  
The peace of the Lord be with you always!

C:
(Sung) Amen

The Agnus Dei

C:
(Sung) O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb of  God, that takest away the sin of  the world, grant us Thy peace. . .   Amen.

The Distribution

Distribution Hymns
TLH #306 “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Hast Prepared”  




TLH #315 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 
The Nunc Dimittis

All: (Sung) Lord now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according, to Thy word, For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:  which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

The Thanksgiving

P:  
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

C:  (Sung) And His mercy endureth forever.
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P:
We give thanks to Thee, Almighty God, that Thou hast refreshed us through this salutary gift; and we beseech Thee that of Thy mercy Thou wouldst strengthen us through the same in faith toward Thee and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.

C:  (Sung) Amen.

P:  
The Lord be with you.

C:
(Sung) And with thy spirit.

P:  
Bless we the Lord.

C:  (Sung) Thanks be to God.

The Benediction

P:
The Lord bless thee and keep thee.

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace.

C:  (Sung) Amen, Amen, Amen.

Closing Hymn  TLH #409 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
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