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Preschool Graduation ~ May 16, 2008

Let the Little Children Come

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The text for our consideration this evening is Mark 10:13-16: “People were bringing little children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus saw this, He was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  And He took the children in His arms, put His hands on them and blessed them.”  Here ends the text.

This is one of the most delightful, most comforting, and at the same time saddest stories in the Gospels.  We can, of course, try to excuse the disciples by saying that they sought to protect Jesus from needless interruptions and thus save His time for more important things.  But that’s exactly what is sad about their action.  By preventing people from bringing their children to Jesus, the disciples demonstrated that they considered children too immature to profit from the Lord’s attention, or not yet in need of the Savior.  


Jesus’ words clearly teach that children, even “babies” are to be brought into His kingdom (Luke 18:5).  His blessings are there for all, regardless of age.  That’s why Jesus says. “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  

Such words go against conventional wisdom that salvation depends upon one’s works.  If you want to go to heaven, you do these certain things.  But while Jesus does speak of the necessity of good works and bearing good fruit, nowhere does He ascribe one’s salvation to works.  His blessing of the infants here is undeniable proof of this.  What works are infants doing toward their salvation?  

None.  And lest anyone here respond with the notion that little children are exempt from God’s Law and are not responsible for sin, the Scriptures clearly declare that all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.  All of us are conceived and born in sin.  And the wages of sin is death.  So while an infant may appear innocent to us, the child still has the deadly original sin that infects our whole race.  

Knowing, then, that little children need the forgiveness of sins and the blessings of God’s grace, we understand the gravity of Jesus’ command to let the little children come.  But we also learn something about our own faith.  If a little child receives the forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life, it is important for us to recognize how God works to save His people.

Our sinful nature seeks to glory in our own works and behavior, as if we were scoring points with God and earning a place in heaven.  Our sinful heart says to us: “I’m a good person, or at least better than many.  I do my best to love my neighbor, and when I sin, it’s not really a big deal because it’s nothing really bad.”

But dear friends, if God looked at your own works, and considered you righteous because of them, then Jesus died in vain.  Jesus died for penitent sinners, not for the self-righteous.  The sinful heart does not want to believe that the work of salvation is already complete and that all are in need of it.  This is the sin the disciples committed when they hindered the children from being brought to Jesus.  And the children had to be brought.  They could not bring themselves.

In the same way, you must be brought into the kingdom of God—you cannot bring yourself.  You cannot trust in your works to bring you there because your works in and of themselves are nothing but filthy rags in the eyes of the Lord.  You cannot even trust in your own heart to make a decision to come to the Lord—because your heart is by nature sinful and opposed to God and His Word.

Jesus said: “Whoever does not enter the kingdom of God like a little child will not enter it.”  The faith of a little child is faith that trusts in Jesus.  It is the purest and strongest of all.  If you ask a little one who believes in Jesus, say, one of these preschool children, why they get to go to heaven, they’ll tell you it’s because Jesus died on the cross to take away their sins.  And that’s exactly right!

Adults, however, are often too sophisticated for the preschool answer, and eventually the concept of being a good person sneaks in.  Even one who answers with “I am going to heaven because I believe in God and I believe in Jesus” has already turned the gift of faith into his own work.  

Children receive the kingdom of God because God gives them faith in their Savior Jesus and regenerates them in Baptism.  Adults receive the kingdom of God when they hear God’s Word, despair of their own works and righteousness, and receive God’s gift of a childlike faith.  Christ’s death and resurrection opened the kingdom of God to all who would believe in Him.  By God’s grace, this includes you and me.  It includes children and, in fact, places them at the front of the line.  

We are very thankful at Trinity Lutheran Church to be able to share this Good News with your children every day in our preschool and daycare.  Although we are very proud of the work we do to prepare your child academically, we are most pleased to be able to share the Good News about our Savior Jesus as we do.  And it brings us even more joy when we see them sharing that message with you.

Please know that you are always welcome here.  Most of you already have your own congregation, but if you don’t, or are ever looking for a new church home, I invite you to consider Trinity Lutheran Church.  You will find that our teaching and preaching for all ages is Christ-centered and cross-focused.    

I pray that God would grant each of you a child-like faith.  May He continue to bless you through His Word and Sacraments that speak of Jesus who died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.  May God grants this to us all.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.   

