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September 2005 
Stewardship Thoughts 
September is thought of by many as a month of new beginnings.  Children and youth (and some adults) 
are back in school, vacations are pretty much over, and many church activities start up again after the 
summer break. 
 

That makes September a great time to consider your involvement in your congregation’s ministries.  
There are many opportunities for service such as teaching Sunday School (full time or as a substitute), 
joining the choir, serving as an usher or a greeter, helping with the care of facilities and grounds, and a 
host of other activities. 
 

God has entrusted all of his stewards with special gifts, talents and abilities.  He also provides them with 
opportunities to use these gifts, talents and abilities within the home, the workplace, the church and the 
community.  No deed, regardless of what one may think, is insignificant.  Each one is important in its 
own way.  That’s part of why God has gifted each of us differently, so that we can complement each other 
as members of the body of Christ to get ministry done. 
 

St. Paul, in writing to the Romans (12:1-8), encouraged them, in view of God’s mercy, to offer their 
bodies as living sacrifices.  He went on to explain that they should not all seek to do the most visible and 
praiseworthy things, but rather consider who they are, how they have been gifted, and what they can do 
very well—and then do it! 
 

Consider these words:  “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”  
(Romans 12:6-8) 
 

This is by no means a complete listing of all the things God’s people can do, but it is a large enough list to 
let us know that we can all contribute something of value as God’s stewards.  The key is to make 
ourselves available to do what we can do and love to do to build up the body of Christ.  Find something 
that needs to be done and do it, with joy and enthusiasm, because maturing stewards do the right things 
for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do!” 
 
Tuckpointing 
We are inserting an envelope to remind you of the tuckpointing project that 
begin in September to restore the exterior of the original church.  Thank you to 
those who have already contributed.  We would ask each of you to prayerfully 
consider this project as a way to preserve our building and to present a shiny 
new welcome to our members and the community at large. 
 

We are hoping to gather most of the needed funds before the start of the project.  
Leslie Erikson has volunteered to cook a pork loin dinner to be served after 
worship and Sunday School on September 11th.  An offering will be taken that 
day to help pay for the tuckpointing and then we will borrow the remainder if 
needed.  If you receive your newsletter electronically or have lost your envelope, either use your regular 
envelope and mark it for tuckpointing or pick up a special envelope at the rear of the church. 
 
 

Remember Sunday, September 11th, at 11:45 a.m…. a pork loin meal with games and fellowship and an 
opportunity to restore our church to the proud appearance it deserves!  The Trustees 
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LFL of SD Annual Conference 
“Yet, O Lord, You are our Father.  We are the clay, You are the potter; we are the work of Your hand 
(Isaiah 64:8).  This is the verse that serves as the basis for the 2005 South Dakota Life Conference theme, 
“Work of His Hands.”  Lutherans For Life of South Dakota invites everyone to attend this conference on 
September 16 and 17, 2005 at Zion Lutheran Church of Sioux Falls, SD.  Dr. James Lamb, National 
Director of Lutherans For Life, will be the conference speaker.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
Prayer Link 
Do you have email?  If you answered yes, we need you as part of Trinity’s Prayer Link.  Members are 
linked in for prayer, but more links are needed.  All you need to do is read the email sent to you regarding 
a need for our prayers and then PRAY.  You do not need to forward email or contact anyone.  Everyone 
receives the same information at the same time.  If you think you can be part of this small service to your 
congregation, send your email address to Pat Reichert, mmreichert@msn.com and you will be included in 
the next Prayer Link.   
 

Sunday School  
Sunday School will be beginning its new year on Sunday, September 11th.  Classes 
for students from 3-years-old through High School will run from 10:30 to 11:45 
a.m. each week.  If you are interested in teaching (team teaching or as a substitute), 
please speak to Laura Johnson (528-7260) or Pastor Moeller 
 
 
 

Confirmation Classes 
There will be a meeting to plan for this year’s confirmation classes on Wednesday, 
September 7th at 7:00 p.m.  All students in the 5th through 8th grade and their 
parents are encouraged to attend.  Classes will begin Wednesday, September 14th.  
 
LLL Convention and Witnessing/Outreach Conference 
The 59th South Dakota District LLL Convention and Witnessing/Outreach Conference will be held at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 601 N. Cliff Ave., in Sioux Falls, on Friday and Saturday, September 9th and 10th. 
The program schedule includes: 
 Friday, September 9 –  Registration – 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
               Don Wharton Concert, Trinity/Hope Fundraiser @ Memorial – 7:00 p.m. 
 Saturday, September 10 – Essential business – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
       Break out sessions on Witnessing/Outreach theme 
       Program/Banquet – Tara Molder, LHM – 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
 

Fit for Life 
Why is the world so messed up?  Why does God let bad things happen to good people?  
If we all use the same Bible why are there so many different denominations?  Does God 
still speak to us today?  Is His Word reliable? Is it relevant for today?  If these are 
questions that you have asked, please plan to attend “Fit For Life in Christ,” an exciting 
course in Christian growth that presents the Word of God in new and meaningful ways.  
It is a course for those who are interested in membership in our church, or for anyone 
who wants to know what it really means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  We 

are beginning a new class soon.  If you are interested in participating, please speak with Pastor Moeller, 
about a time that would work well for you and/or your friends. 
 
Sermon Audio Tapes 
The Trinity Lutheran Church Evangelism Committee has audiotapes of each Sunday sermon available.  
These are great for use by the homebound, shut-in, nursing home residents, or to give to your unchurched 
neighbor or family member.  If you or someone you know would like to receive these tapes on a weekly 
basis, please contact Brenda Erikson (363-3444) or Connie Geide (526-3840).   
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Campus Ministry Information 
The District Office is asking all congregations to provide contact information on all their members who 
are attending colleges or universities this year.  If you or your son or daughter are heading off for college 
or university, please let Pastor Moeller know their name, the post-secondary school they will be attending, 
the student’s school address and phone number, and e-mail address.    
 

125th Anniversary Committee 
The 125th Anniversary Committee would like to let you know that the cookbook is at the printer.  We are 
waiting to get the proof back and it should be printed in time for you to use it for Christmas gifts.  We 
will keep you updated on its progress. 
 

At the last voter’s meeting, the 125th Anniversary Committee was authorized to ask our SD District 
President Rev. Vernon Schindler and Rev. Thomas Wenndt, a former pastor of Trinity, to assist us with 
the worship services for our celebration.  Both have agreed to do so.  Since German was the first language 
used in our church, Pastor Schindler will assist with a partial German worship service on Saturday 
evening on September 9, 2006 and Pastor Wenndt will assist with the Sunday morning celebration. 
 

They also told us to make arrangements with a group from Sioux Falls call the Ministry Action Team, a 
group from the Lutheran Laymen’s League who support the Lutheran Hour.  They will cook a German 
sausage dinner with potatoes, beans, and sauerkraut and hot dogs and chips for the children.  This will 
cost the congregation $2.25 per person.  We will only need bring dessert, drinks, bread, and help set up 
and clean up.  They request a thank offering for the Lutheran Hour and will provide some entertainment if 
we like. 
 

We have been given a number of newsletters from Phyllis Jastram who received them from her mother, 
Bertha Matthies.  These newsletter were written in the early 30’s by Pastor Oberheu.  We believe this is 
when the congregation bought its first mimeograph machine.  We will include some excerpts and human 
interest items from these to give us some idea of what the people in our congregation were doing and 
thinking at that time. 
 
TRINITY CHURCH NEWS 
 

August 23, 1931—A day of great rejoicing for Trinity as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
congregation. 
 

The annual mission festival will be celebrated on October 4th.  The Rev. Preuss from Jasper, Minnesota, 
Rev. Jungemann from Egan, and Rev. Nitschke from Howard will preach.  (Mission festivals back then 
involved a morning, afternoon, and at times an evening service.) 
 

August 1931—Don’t look too hard except for something agreeable.  We can find all the disagreeable 
things between our shoes and our hat. 
 

Work on the cemetery fence is almost complete.  The pillars are nearly complete and all will soon be 
finished. 
 
SESD Lutherans For Life  
The SESD Lutherans For Life will be holding its next regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, September 
2, 2005 at Zion Lutheran Church in Canistota.  If you would like to share a ride please speak to Pastor 
Moeller. 
 
 
 

LWML Serving at SD Square Dance Festival  
The Trinity LWML will be serving the SD Square Dance Festival at the Center for Active Generations in 
Sioux Falls on September 9th and 10th.   We would appreciate the help of anyone who would be available 
on those days.  If you would be able to help or donate pies and bars please contact Lois Mielke.  All 
proceeds will be used to help buy a new dishwasher for the new kitchen.  Even if you are unable to help, 
you are still welcome to stop by and visit and watch the square dancing for awhile.    
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Safari Adventure Vacation Bible School 
 

 
During VBS this year, over 80 students, their teachers, and helpers discovered Jesus, the King as they 
journeyed through Bible stores from each of the first five book of the New Testament—Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, and Acts.  These eyewitness accounts from Jesus’ earliest disciples reveal that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, who came into the world to save sinners.  We would like to thank the following 
for their contributions to Safari Adventure    
 

VBS Director:  Jessi Moeller 
 

Publicity posters:  Mary Krizan, Ellie Krizan 
 

Teachers and helpers:  
3 & 4-year-olds:  Aimee Moeller, Joy Hohn, Michelle Matthies 
4 & 5-year-olds:  Jessi Moeller, Mary Anderson, Holly Kelley 
Kindergarten & 1st Grade:  Pastor Moeller, Brady Eggebraaten 
2nd Grade:  Marissa Moeller 
3rd & 4th Grade:  Erica Leisure 
5th & 6th Grade:  Logan Moeller  
Music:  Susan Kelley, Holly Kelley 
Crafts:  Pat Reichert, LaRaye Rehfeldt, Clarice Wixon, Donna Bowden, Lois Mielke, Samantha  

Qualm 
 

Skits: Holly Kelley, Brady Eggebraaten, Megan Eggebraaten 
 

Scenery:  Archie Wolfe, Louis Thompson, Bryan Kelley, Katie Moeller, Pastor Moeller 
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PowerPoint presentation and movies:  Logan Moeller, 5th & 6th Grade class 
 

Food:  Laura Johnson, Bert Carls, Sherry Rueter, Brenda Erikson, Janie Schauff, Kris Stark,  
Erica Leisure, Joyce Carls, Donna Bowden, Carlene Barber, Clarice Wixon, Lois Mielke,  
Michelle Thompson, Donna Vogt, Barb Muchow, Connie Geide, Mary Krizan, Susan Kelley,   
JoAnn Matthies   

Snacks:  Laura Johnson, Joy Hohn, Clarice Wixon, Tim Totton, Ben Matthies 
 

Clean up:  DeWane & Joyce Carls, Dale Snyder, Aimee Moeller  
 

Drivers:  Jessi Moeller, Marissa Moeller, Pastor Moeller, JoAnn Matthies, Michelle Matthies 
 

Pizza & Closing program food: LWML, Dale & June Snyder 
 

Cleanup:  Daniel Erikson, William Erikson, Tim Totton, Connie Geide, Laura Johnson,  
LaRaye Rehfeldt, Aimee Moeller, Joyce Carls, DeWane Carls, Lois Mielke, Melvin Matthies 
 

Cooler and Supplies:  Adel & Amy Valdes, DeWane & Joyce Carls, Dwayne & Mary Anderson 
 

Tents:  Louis Thompson, Brock Thompson, Talis Johnson, Derek Johnson, Thad Johnson, Brady  
Johnson 

 

The mission offerings totaling $250.00 so far, will be given to help children in Ghana who have lost their 
parents from AIDS. 
 

Stewardship Committee Meeting  
The Stewardship Committee will be meeting on Saturday, September 10th at 9:00 a.m.  Anyone interested 
in growing in stewardship personally and as a congregation is invited to attend. 
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Trinity Voters Meeting Minutes, 7-17-05 
 
Pres. Don Reichert called the meeting to order. Pastor opened with devotions and prayer. The Minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and approved. Treasurer's Report was given and approved. Adel Valdes 
suggested volunteers help enter member information into the new computer program.  
 

Pastor's report: Pastor will be gone for a wedding on July 30th. Elders will lead the worship service on July 31st.  
Activities for April to July:  Hospital calls-21(50hrs.), Bible studies-58 (193hrs.), Worship services- 16(400hrs.), 
Shut-in calls-28(56hrs.), Friendship visits- 16(32hrs.), Meeting-35 (70hrs.).   
Total not including private study, correspondence, planning, paper work, etc.-801 hrs,(61.6hrs./week.)  
 

Membership Activity- Jay Nabity by baptism and confirmation. Janie Schauff is taking new member classes. 
Aimee Moeller made a motion, seconded by Adel Valdes to release Jason Carls, MC. Aimee Moeller made a 
motion seconded by Dale Snyder to accept Katie Moeller as a new voting member. MC. 
 

The Circuit Convocation will be Sunday, Oct. 9, 2005 at Freeman, SD. Worship will be at 11:00am and a noon 
meal from 12:00 to 1:00p.m. (tickets $7.50), Assessment for cost approx. $0.65 to $1.00 per communicant 
member. Louis Thompson made a motion, seconded by Dale Snyder to pay the assessment cost. MC. 
 

Reports of Boards and Committees: 
Elders 
   Christian Education; VBS has been postponed until August because of delays in completing the new addition. 
   Christian Worship; Dale Snyder will call head ushers reminding them of duties. 
   Evangelism: no report. 
   Stewardship: Needs assessment survey completed. The committee is studying the Stewardship hand book, 
and training on building management. 
 
Trustees:     Burned wood pile, fixed outside sump pump, put wiring to sign and hooked it to garage, fixed 
dehumidifier, some new plumbing and sheet rock to be done in parsonage, Pastor and family moved dirt and 
planted grass by parsonage and old garage area, new lock in front door of church, will be replacing yard light 
north of church. Ray Matthies made a motion seconded by Dale Snyder to purchase a new storm door for the 
front door of the parsonage at a cost of $169.00. MC. The cost of cleaning the church basement carpet and 
fixing the outside sump pump is $475.00 to $500.00. Don Reichert will speak with Morton Building contractor to 
check on their paying the bill. Heinemann Restoration, Inc. will do the tuck pointing, repair caps on top of tower, 
paint all louvers, including round window, install sealant around all windows and doors, church will be washed 
when work is complete. Total -$28,850.00. Ray Matthies moved, seconded by Louis Thompson to have a one 
month fund raiser. If the goal is not met the remaining balance to be borrowed from Church extension fund. 
Voted by secret ballot, 28 yes 2 no. MC. Ray Matthies moved, seconded by Jessi Moeller to authorize trustees 
to send a letter of information to members. MC. 
 
125th. Anniversary committee: The cook book has been sent to printer with 440 recipes. It will sell for $10.00. 
Ray moved, seconded by Jessi Moeller to invite Pastor Schindler for Sept. 9, 2006 service, which will be part in 
German. Pastor Wenndt will be invited for the Sept. 10, 2006 service. The Sioux Falls Area Ministry Team will 
serve a German dinner of sausage, potatoes, sauerkraut, with hot dogs and chips for the children, catered for 
$2.25 a meal. MC. 
 
Future Facilities Committee: 
 Carpet ready to be installed but there is a delay because of mold, now 5 to 6 crews working. Cabinets and 
countertop are ready to install, ready for paint. Due to liability reasons, Trinity members need to stay out until 
the building has been turned over to Trinity. 
 
 New Business: 
 A Facility Use Committee (Tim Totton, Aimee Moeller, and Pat Reichert) has been appointed.  
Adel Valdes moved, seconded by Louis Thompson to increase Pastor's salary by 3%. Ray Matthies amended 
the motion, to give the Elders authority to monthly increase Pastor's pay until the District guidelines have been 
met, over the next year, $237.50 a month. Voted by secret ballot, 22 yes, 4 no, MC. 
Meeting adjourned. Pastor closed with prayer, and the Lord's Prayer. 
  
 Respectfully Submitted,  
 June Snyder, Sec. 
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South Dakota District LCMS 
Circuit “K” Mission Festival 

October 9, 2005 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
615 E. 7th  Freeman, SD 

Tickets for the catered noon meal of grilled pork chop, mashed potatoes & gravy, 
corn, salad, and ice cream may be purchased for $7.50 each.  Those from within 
Circuit K should see their pastors.  Others may contact Rev. Robert E. Moeller, 
Jr. (605) 526-3572 before September 30th.  

Worship Service:  11:00 a.m. 
 

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Ronald R. Feuerhahn, associate profes-
sor of historical theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

 

Noon meal at Pioneer Hall in Freeman 
 

Presentation by Dr. Feuerhahn at 1:30 p.m. —  
“What does it mean to be an LCMS Lutheran  

in today’s world?”  
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South Dakota LWML 
Fall Christian Growth Workshops 2005 

 
 

  TOPIC 
“Kneeling Next to Luther:   
A Lutheran Perspective on Prayer” 

 
  PRESENTER 

Rev. Daniel H. Deardoff, Sr., Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, SD 

 
  DATES ~ PLACES ~ TIMES 

 Fri,  Sept. 23 - St Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, 11:00 a.m. - Lunch and Registration 
 Sat, Sept. 24 - Trinity Lutheran Church, Hartford, 9:00 a.m. - Registration 
       Fri,  Sept  30 - Faith Lutheran Church, Pierre, 11:30 a.m. - Lunch and Registration 
      Sat,  Oct.    1 - Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church, Black Hawk, 9:00 a.m. – Registration 
 
 FRIDAY WORKSHOPS 
     • Registration and a Luncheon served from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   
     • Opening devotions at 12:00 p.m.  
     • Workshop concludes by 4:30 p.m. 
 

 SATURDAY WORKSHOPS 
 • Registration and coffee from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.   
     • Opening devotions at 9:30 a.m. 
     • Noon luncheon will be served   
     • Workshop concludes by 2:45 p.m. 

 
  Questions? Contact: 

    Kerry Niederbaumer, SD LWML VP of Christian Life 
       #605-599-2278 
       dknied@santel.net 

 
 

"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen."  
Ephesians 3:20-21 

  


