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Good Friday ~ April 10, 2009

Blood and Water
The text for today is John 19:34-35:  “But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.  He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe.”  Here ends the text.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Jesus is the Passover Lamb.  He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.  He does the salvation job.  He takes all your sin in His body and answers for all of it.  Tell me, is there any sin of yours that Jesus left out of His dying?  What sin has Jesus not died for?  That’s right: none.  No wonder this is the Friday we call Good!  

And now His blood stains the wood of the cross that is the doorpost of the church.  Under this bloodstained cross the church lives in the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Death passes over where the blood of Jesus is smeared.

The text says that a soldier took his spear and slashed the Lamb’s side.  “Immediately there came out blood and water.”  Blood and water.  The church has her life from the blood and water that flow from the Lamb’s side.  

You remember Eve don’t you?  The mother of all the living?  She was taken from the wounded side of Adam as he slept.  Now the church, the mother of all believers, receives her life from the wounded side of the second and last Adam, Jesus the Christ as He is in the deep sleep of death.

Whereas a flaming sword barred Adam, Eve, and all sinners from Eden’s tree of life, so now the sword of a soldier makes the fruit of THE TREE OF LIFE available to you! 

The water from the Lamb’s side is for your rebirth and renewal.  Rebirth.  Born again or born from above.  Renewal.  A new creation.    

From water?  Yes, from water!  The water of Holy Baptism.  Titus 3 promises that God “saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus told Nicodemus:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of God,” (John 3).  And Jesus gives this magnificent promise:  “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,”  (Mark 16:16).

With His word of promise attached to the baptismal water Jesus rebirths and renews you.  You are born from above as God’s children.  Heirs of salvation.  The salvation Jesus the Lamb of God achieved for you by His dying on the cross.  And so you who are in Christ are a new creation!  The old has passed away.  The new has come.

The Lamb’s blood is for your cleansing.  Your purification.  Your life.  After all, the “blood of Jesus . . . cleanses us from all sin,” (1 John 1:7).  Jesus promises in His last will and testament: “Drink of it all of you.  This cup is the new testament in My blood which is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:27-28).  And again Jesus promises:   “He who drinks My blood has eternal life and I will raise him up on the last day,” (John 6:54).  

From Jesus’ riven side flowed blood and water, the cure for sin.  The Tree of Life bears fruit.  For you.  “And he who has seen has borne witness, and his witness is true… so that you also may believe.”   

Believe what?  That Jesus died for you.  That all your sin is forgiven.  That all your sin is answered for.  And that your life as a Christian originates and is sustained from the water and blood that flowed from His pierced side.  

For in Holy Baptism and in the Lord’s Supper truly, truly, Jesus has you with Him in paradise—today!     

In the blood and the water you are forgiven of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
