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Sermon for the Funeral of Marvin “Bud” Plagman


May 13, 2006

“The Path of Life”

Dear members of Bud’s family, his friends and neighbors: At times such as these, the hearts of God’s people are filled with equal parts of grief and joy, of sadness and thanksgiving.  The tears of sorrow are tempered with the tears of gladness, for Bud has been called from this fallen world to the Paradise of the LORD God—from you, to Christ—from the valley of the shadow of death, to heaven where there is only the eternal Light of Life.  Bud’s journey from here to eternity’s threshold was long and difficult—not only for him, but also for you.  Not only for you, but also and especially for Jesus.

During this day, we will ponder three paths—the Path of Christ, the path that Bud was called to travel, and the path ahead of you.  We will use our text from Psalm 16:11 to help guide us: “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  Here ends the text.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Though each of us have our own memories of Bud, many remember him as someone who liked to tell jokes, and show off his novelty creations like mosquito houses.  Here is an ancient Greek riddle, thousands of years old, I think he would have appreciated.  Can you solve it?  “What has one voice, but goes on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and on three legs in the evening?”  

Answer: Man.  In the morning of life, man is a baby crawling on all fours.  In the midday, man walks upright on two legs.  In the evening of life a hunched-over man uses a cane, or in the case of a certain man at Leisure Living, a walker in order to get around—three legs.  Then, sooner or later, a day comes when one is no longer able to walk and the time to end the journey in this world draws near.

Let us, first of all, consider the Path of Jesus.  Because of rebellion against God and the sin of man, eternal death and everlasting destruction from God awaited every one of us—from the infant to the oldest.  Hell is what each deserved and Hades is where each one was headed. 

However, the LORD God would not have it be that way and He sought to provide a way for each human being to be saved.  This way would be the Path of Life and Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. “For God so loved the world that He gave His Only-Begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting Life” (John 3:16).

The Son of God came into this world just as we are, though without sin.  He was a true human being.  As such, Jesus is also the answer to the riddle: “What has one voice, but goes on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and on three legs in the evening?” 

Jesus was born of Mary in Bethlehem and, in the morning of His Life, that is, as a baby, God began by crawling on all fours on His way to the place where He would be crucified for the sins of all babies and for the sins of the world, yours and mine included.  In order for all people to be shown and to have the Path of Life, Jesus lived the perfect, obedient life that Bud and that you and I could not live.  On the cross, Christ’s righteousness was credited as ours.  Thus, all could join with the psalmist and say . . . “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  

As a grown man in the noonday of His time here on this earth, Jesus walked about on His two feet.  Ever on His way to cross, the Son of God and the Son of Man gave His Word and blessed the use of water in Holy Baptism.  Jesus defeated the devil, forgave sins, healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, proclaimed liberty to those enslaved in sin, raised the dead, opened the ears of the deaf to hear this Good News, and gave His Body and His Blood in the Holy Supper.  

Jesus did this in order that all could join with the psalmist and say . . . “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  

And of the three legs in the evening of His Life?  Though Jesus was still a young man, He did indeed have a walking-stick, though it was not much help but a heavy burden.  It was a cross that Jesus staggered under on His way through the streets of Jerusalem to the Place of the Skull.  There on Golgotha, Jesus was nailed to that walking-stick on that doleful Day when He was no longer able to walk and the time to end the journey in this world had drawn near.  

It was the three-hour evening that began at noon as darkness covered the entire land and Christ Jesus was forsaken by His Father as He experienced hell . . . all in order that you might never be forsaken by God . . . all in order that you might not spend one second in hell . . . all in order that you might join with the psalmist and say . . . “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  

On the third day, Christ Jesus rose again from the dead and stood on both of His nail-pierced feet.  The Easter angel said, “He is not here; He has risen, just as He said” (Matthew 28:6).  Thus was fulfilled Job’s confession of faith: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see Him with my own eyes—I, and not another!” (Job 19:25-27). 

But not only is Christ risen, He is also ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  And because Christ lives, those who believe and trust in Him will also live forever.  Truly such ones may declare: “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  

Now consider the path of life that Bud was called to travel.  According to the gracious invitation extended to all, Bud received the Holy Spirit-given gift of faith and with it eternal life, forgiveness, and salvation, when as a baby, before he was even able to crawl on all fours, he was baptized in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Then Bud arose to stand on his own two feet and, during that time, he confirmed the Christian faith promising to endure all things, even death, rather than falling away from, or wandering off of, the Path of Life.  During this stage of life, Bud met and married Meta.  They raised two children—Denny and Linda.  He found a vocation and learned those three things every plumber must know:  water doesn’t run uphill, you shouldn’t bite your fingernails, and Friday is payday.

His two feet strengthened by God, carried Bud into church on Sundays in order to be in the Presence of the LORD God Almighty.  Bud sang his joyful “amen” to the announcement of the forgiveness of sins.  Bud and Meta walked together to the communion rail and knelt down in the Presence of the Lord to receive the very Body and the true Blood of their Savior, Jesus Christ.

In his spare time, Bud walked the golf course, chasing after little white balls, and he played dartball with the Men’s Club.  He devoted time to fixing and renovating things here at Trinity, including installing the hot water system that heats this sanctuary.  He spent countless hours in his workshop, crafting bird feeders, literally thousands of wooden crosses, and just “making sawdust.”  When Meta’s health failed, Bud visited her everyday at Bethany Lutheran Home and made his appointed rounds for breakfast, lunch, coffee, and dinner.

And then came that third leg in the evening of Bud’s life . . . the walker that became necessary because of poor health and sore joints.  As visitors shared a cup of “Norwegian blood plasma,” Bud would sing the praises of life in this new home.  He’d sit for hours playing cards or farkle and teasing the workers and other residents of Leisure Living.  In addition, Bud welcomed pastoral visits wherein he received God’s means of grace, which refreshed him on the Path of Life. 

Then came the more recent day when the walker had to be abandoned.  Still Bud knew that, though he walked through the valley of the shadow of death, the Lord was with him.  Jesus, with rod and staff, comforted Bud, leading him in the paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake, which is the Path of Life.  

This last Wednesday, Bud was called home to be with the Lord.  Now he understands and experiences fully what the psalmist declared: “You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  

And that brings us to you . . . whether, on this day, you walk on all fours, on two legs, or on three.  Morning has come.  Midday is here.  When will your evening arrive?  I do not know and neither do you.  But this I do know, and deep inside so do you: The Path of Life and the path of death are before you this day.

The Path of Life is the way whereon one is convinced that salvation is by the grace of God through faith in Christ’s righteousness given to us, His forgiveness earned for us.  In the Path of Life all sins are gone from the person because of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Such Christians live in their Baptism, longing to hear that they are forgiven of all their sins in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  The faithful on the Path of Life hunger and thirst for the Lord’s Supper and are satisfied in the Holy Communion.

The path of death is the way whereon one is convinced that heaven is earned by being good enough, or by trying hard to be a good person, or where you simply just ignore God and His promises.  Those on the path of death neglect baptism, reject hearing the Word of forgiveness announced in Church, and have no desire to receive the Lord’s Supper for the remission of all sins.  In doing so, they snub Jesus and declare that Jesus’ awful suffering and death is of no worth or benefit.

Many of you here today rejoice as you continue on the Path of Life.  Jesus’ words in John 14:2-6 bring you much comfort: “In my Father’s house are many rooms … I am going there to prepare a place for you … I will come back and take you to be with me … You know the way to the place where I am going … I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

Others are not on the Path of Life.  If this is you, please know and please take to heart what Jesus Christ has done for you, because today you have heard enough to be on the Path of Life . . . that is, you’ve heard enough to despair of your own efforts to save or justify yourself or to be good enough to earn heaven.  You have heard enough to know the answers to these questions, “Has Christ Jesus died for all your sins?” “Does He want you and your children to be baptized and to continue being in His Presence and hearing His Word?”

Just as the Prophet Jeremiah was commanded on one occasion to say to the people, so is proclaimed to you this day, “See, I am setting before you the way of life and the way of death” (21:8).  King Solomon explains the difference in Proverbs 12: “In the way of righteousness there is Life; along that path is immortality… but the way of the wicked leads them astray” (vv 28, 26).  

Truly there are two paths set before you this day—the Path of Life and the path of death.  As Moses exhorted the people of Israel, so I say to you: “Choose life, so that you… may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to Him” (Deut. 30:19-20).  So that you, too, will be able to join with the psalmist in saying before the evening arrives: “O Lord, ‘You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.’”  May God grant this to us all.  Amen.  

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.
