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            Sermon for the Wedding of Jeremiah Kirchmeyer and Kari Miller ~ October 29, 2005

Love and Faithfulness

Jeremiah, Kari, your family and friends gathered here tonight: Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The text for this evening is Psalm 117, which we already spoke as our introit.  But since it is the shortest chapter in the Bible, I think we have time to hear it once again:  

“Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.  For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  Praise the LORD.” 

This little gem sweeps across space and time.  It is a psalm for all people.  It celebrates love and faithfulness, which is forever.  It’s striking that this psalm originally used at Passover, Israel’s national holiday, is so inclusive.  It reminds the Israelites and us that the Lord is not a God for us alone.  He is the one and only God for all people.  All people can come to Him.  All people must come to Him.  

The opening verse of the psalm is expressed in the form of a command, but it is really an invitation to the nations of the world.  But, to accomplish its purpose, this invitation must be delivered.  How can the nations praise the Lord if they’ve not heard of His love and faithfulness?  (Pause) The answer is obvious.  The nations can only respond to the Lord’s invitation if we who’ve already heard it pass on the message of God’s love and faithfulness.  

This message is the Gospel promise that God gave to the first husband and wife—Adam and Eve.  God loved the world so much that He would send His only Son.  On the cross, Christ would make the payment for all of our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.  The love and faithfulness established by this Gospel promise are eternal.  Nothing can change God’s plan of salvation.  His plan stands firm.  His plan stands alone.  In Christ, God has provided the sure way of salvation.  For this great love and faithfulness, the people gathered from all nations will forever sing, “Praise the Lord!”

God’s love and faithfulness are clearly linked by faith to marital love and faithfulness throughout Scripture.  In Hosea 2, the Lord pledges to betroth His people, Israel in love and faithfulness forever.  In many of His kingdom parables, Jesus uses the setting of a wedding to show us He is the Bridegroom who has come for His bride, the Church.  In Ephesians 5, St. Paul writes: “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church… Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”  Christian marriage is one place where God’s love and faithfulness may be reflected for the world to see in a very tangible way.  


The love I’m speaking about is “agape” love, the life-giving love of God that flows to us by way of the cross.  From the cross this love is delivered through the means of grace, creating faith and agape love in human hearts.  Agape depends on love from outside ourselves.  This lofty love does not come to couples naturally but supernaturally—through faith in the Lord of love, Jesus Christ.  Through His Church, He discloses and dispenses this love by repentance, which is the Holy Spirit’s work (Acts 2:38-39; Acts 11:18).  

Consequently, agape is love fed by forgiveness.  Agape is the kind of love not motivated by anything loveable in the object of affection.  Says St. Paul, “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Agape is love that loves even enemies!  Imagine what it can do when it comes to someone you really like!


There is something else about agape love.  It is holy.  Agape does not call lust, love.  It is a tough-minded act of the will in conformity to God’s will.  This understanding is most helpful in an age when most people don’t have a clue as to what real love is.  Ask most people today what the word “love” means, and they will almost invariably draw a blank.  Even after a few minutes of pondering, most will not come up with a useful definition.  

St. Paul gives us a splendid definition of agape: “Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10).


Much of what society today labels as love, the Scriptures declare as sin.  Adultery, premarital sex, and homosexuality, to name a few, are defined by the Law of God as disobedience (1 Corinthians 6:9).  One of the reasons that people are hazy on the meaning of love is that they don’t understand the Law—God’s Law.  You cannot separate the Love of God from the Law of God.  When Jesus was asked which is the greatest commandment, He replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind… And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39).  Love is the summary of all the commandments.

Scripture teaches that only One Person ever loved perfectly.  That Person is Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Says Adolf Schlatter, “Here is the one man—the first in history—who not only knew the Word, but did it.”  Jesus’ fulfilling of the Law and loving God and mankind perfectly was just as important as His death on the cross for our sins (Matthew 3:15; 5:17).  To Him and His Church we must look in order to seek the source of agape.

Furthermore, agape love is extravagant.  Extravagant love will go to endless lengths.  Figuratively, people talk about going to hell and back for a loved one.  Many love songs speak of such things.  But, Jesus literally did just that for us (Matthew 27:46)!  The New Testament says, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers” (1 John 3:16).

For a moment substitute the word “spouses” in place of “brothers.”  Now the verse reads, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our spouses!”  Note the sequence, first the lifeline, then the guideline.  If husbands and wives pondered and personalized this verse, making it their marriage motto, then what extravagant love would come their way!  Such marriages would go the distance because they would have learned from the Crucified One the meaning of going “the extra mile” (Matthew 5:41).  Faithfulness would not be a problem!

The importance of agape love is that it purifies and fortifies other kinds of love so easily blighted by sin.  Too many couples count upon friendship love (filia) and sexual love (eros) to keep them together.  Now, I’m not saying those other kinds of love are not important.  I daresay there are many couples who would not be together here tonight if they were not first attracted to one another by them.  But only agape love can truly hold a relationship together.  Due to the infection of sin, lesser loves easily wither and die.  Sexual love, when mixed with lust rather than agape, becomes a breaking force rather than a bonding force in marriage.  Friendship love, when it becomes tested by trial, lacks the sturdiness of God’s unconditional love, agape!  

It is the selfless, giving, holy nature of agape that gives human love substance and style.  Agape properly guides and guards sexual love while at the same time enriching friendship love.  In other words, agape strengthens the bonds of marriage!

Where does one go to receive an outpouring of agape?  In our stressed-out society we need a place to refuel and recharge.  The Church is that place.  It provides the preaching of the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ so that you might know that God is for you, and then in turn, that you might be for your spouse.

One of the joys of being a member of a liturgical church is that we annually recount God’s saving acts in Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ birth, miracles, teachings, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and the sending of the Holy Spirit are not just ancient historical facts.  Rather, they are acts of God by which He continues to save not only souls but also marriages.  In Baptism, new beings are created (Romans 6:4).  In Holy Absolution, Christ’s forgiveness frees couples to forgive one another.  In the Lord’s Supper, intimacy with God leads to intimacy with our spouse (1 Corinthians 10:16).  God’s Word and Sacraments direct people to the Lord of love, who in turn enables them to love.  God’s Word and Sacrament direct people to the Lord whose great faithfulness, leads husbands and wives to faithfulness.

As we go on with the rest of the service tonight, I would ask you all to please listen for how often love and faithfulness are linked together.  Jeremiah and Kari, as you exchange vows in the presence of God and these witnesses, both of you, in turn, will promise the other “to love and to cherish, until death parts us, and I pledge you my faithfulness.”  As you exchange rings, both of you, in turn, will say to the other: “Receive this ring as a pledge and token of wedded love and faithfulness.”  As we pray for you after the consecration of your marriage, we will ask God, our heavenly Father to “strengthen [you] in faithfulness and love toward each other.”  

May the repetition of this phrase, remind you in the many days and years to come, of just how important “love and faithfulness” are to your marriage.  More importantly, may this repetition remind you of the great love and eternal faithfulness of God revealed in the Gospel.  May you be constantly drawn to the means of grace, where agape comes to us through Jesus Christ.  For, where agape abounds, faith flourishes.  Where faith flourishes, love thrives.  Where love thrives, faithfulness is nurtured.  Praise the Lord Jesus Christ!  His love and faithfulness endure forever!  Amen  

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

