          Sermon for the Wedding of Sam & Ashley Matzke ~ June 28, 2008

Love Rejoices with the Truth

Sam and Ashley, your family and friends, who are with you today: Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The text for today is 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  

In this text, St.  Paul presents Christian love in a personal way, one that is very fitting for Christian couples within marriage.  Love is “patient”—“longsuffering,” as the King James Version has it.  Love puts up with much.  Love is also “kind.”  Kindness is not so much a sweet disposition as it is the practice of useful, beneficial, friendly acts.  Love seeks to serve the neighbor… and who could be a closer neighbor than our spouse?

Love is not jealous; it doesn’t brag; it doesn’t put on airs.  It doesn’t have “inflated ideas of its own importance.”  Love isn’t “rude,” or ill-mannered, either.  Good manners, in this case, are more than simply matters of etiquette or protocol; they are ways of showing respect for the feelings of others.  

Love is not “self-seeking.”  Love always seeks the welfare of others.  It is “not easily angered” or “touchy.”  It doesn’t flare up every time when our pride is hurt.  Consequently, love “keeps no record of wrongs.”  It doesn’t keep score of all the bad things others say about us or do to us—to make sure they will be repaid in full.

Love “does not delight in evil.”  It isn’t glad when evil or injustice is done.  Instead, it “rejoices in the truth.”  Love is not softness or weakness.  It doesn’t erase the boundary between right and wrong.  It doesn’t ignore or deny real sin.  But love does always patiently bear the faults and idiosyncrasies of others.

Love “always trusts.”  It is not gullible but has faith in others.  It is ready to believe the best about everyone, to put the best possible constructions on the actions, words, and motives of others.  Love “always hopes.”  It is not pessimistic, but optimistic, because it can always count on God’s grace.  Finally, love “always perseveres.”  It endures all the trials of life with fortitude.  It does not lose heart.

You’ll note that Paul does not describe love in terms of great works, sacrifices, martyrdoms, or triumphs.  Instead he goes into the ordinary circumstances of life as we meet them day by day, and shows us the picture of love as it must be in our vocations.  This is especially true in Christian marriage.  Be a true everyday Christian in the exercise of love—then all the great triumphs of love will take care of themselves.

Whenever Christian people do something Christian, they are making a confession; that is, they are doing and telling the truth.  Contrary to everything and everybody else around, they are, in truth, celebrating the fact that they are Christian and that being so makes a difference.  Being a Christian makes a difference not only in the life to come, but in this life, in this world—today, as well as in all the tomorrows.


Sam and Ashley, your Christian wedding today and your Christian marriage for years to come, confess truths about us, and about God.  So, as Christians, today you are doing and telling the truth before God and all these people.  And this, in addition to the natural happiness of any wedding itself, is truly great cause for rejoicing.  As we just heard in our text: “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.”  


What you two are confessing, what you are saying and doing is demonstrating to all of us that you know we are sinful human beings who have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, the Savior of us all.  And you are saying that He has already made a difference in each of your lives separately, and He will continue to make a difference in your one life together.  


You are confessing, along with all of us who are Christians, that being fallen human beings means being full of sin, and sin is the disturber of human relations, including marriage relations.  Sin wreaks havoc with human life by causing us to tell lies about relationships to each other and to God—lies that say things are okay when they are not.  Lies that say anything is good as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone.  Lies that say marriages may last as long as people still can tolerate each other, but there is no need to promise fidelity beyond the time when love ceases.  Or lies that would like to change the marriage vows from “as long as we both shall live to “as long as we both shall love.”


When Christians marry, they tell the truth about sin in us; but they also rejoice in a great truth: Jesus has made the difference.  By His death, He had conquered sin.  His resurrection makes us alive forever.  Through His lifelines of love—His Word Sacrament—He now gives us the motivation and power to love, serve, and forgive one another, as He has loved, served, and forgiven us.  

Because of Christ, every Christian marriage can be alive with hope that counters all the horrible statistics of marriage failure and divorce, that shows the sham of all the “how to” articles in the cheap tabloids and magazines at checkout counters—alive with a Christian optimism that exposes the tawdriness of talk shows and soap operas with their childish intrigue.  Christian optimism exposes such evil with the fact that two people and Jesus can make a marriage the most natural, workable, sublime, practical, and lovely union—so lovely that despite the pain and sorrow and hurt that sometimes are there, Christian marriage reflects the relationship between Christ and the Church.

Therefore, God’s Word direct us to “[submit] to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21).  The Christian husband, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is to endeavor to exercise toward his bride the same unselfish and sacrificial love Jesus demonstrated for His bride, the Church, when He gave Himself up for her in life and in death.  And the bride is to give herself to her husband as the Church gives herself in 

loving service to her Lord—not because she has to or because she is a slave, or second-class citizen, but because she stands by the grace of God in that loving and beloved relationship that only comes to those who are one in Christ Jesus.

Husband and wife are born anew in Christ through Holy Baptism and, through the lifelines of love—His Word and Sacrament—they are continually forgiven and renewed and refreshed.  Together with Christ, the Christian husband and wife stand under the primal blessing of creation when, on the sixth day, God stepped back and looked at everything He had made and said, “Behold, it is very good.”  And that included marriage.

So as important as this ceremony may be today, it not nearly as important as the experiences you will have and what you will demonstrate as you continuously forgive and affirm each other, even as Christ does for His Church.

Surely you already know that a marriage without quarrels and strife is unreal—an impossible dream and a dangerous delusion.  A Christian marriage is one in which both spouses recall that Christ has done for them and recall their vows in the face of differences and pain.  Then they commit themselves anew to each other with the love that can only come from Christ, who is our Savior and Lord.

Can you do that?  Will you do that?  You will, with the help of God.  That is possible only with the Holy Spirit.  It is only by living in Christ that your lives toward each other will bear that delectable fruit—love, compassion, kindness, and acceptance—that goes beyond just plain tolerance.

None of us know what lies ahead in our future, but we Christians know that God is there to brighten every morning with His presence and His power for the day.  God is there to lighten every night with the brightness of His forgiveness and His peace.  With Him, you can do and be all that He intends.  Keep near to Him, today and forever.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

