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Sermon for the Wedding of Nate Pickard & Katie Moeller ~ February 7, 2009

In the Image of God

The text for today is our Old Testament lesson, Genesis 1:26-28, which has already been read.

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Nate, I know I’m biased, but on this day, with your bride all dressed in splendor, I have to believe that there’s no more beautiful woman on all the earth—with the exception of her mother, of course.  But though this beauty comes to Katie naturally, that is not to say that there is no additional effort put forth to enhance that beauty.  

Not being a member of the fairer sex, I don’t know all the details of the process, but I do know this: it takes a lot of mirror time.  The proof of that could be shown by all the curling irons and makeup that have graced the vanity of our bathroom but will now be on yours.  This is also evident by the many hand-held mirrors that have come into and gone out of our household as they have been left for the rest of us to knock off the vanity or step on.  So today, Nate, in addition to giving you my daughter, I am giving you this mirror.  I’m sure it won’t be too long until she will need a replacement.

Actually, a mirror is a fitting symbol for this occasion, for we will speak of the image of God and how marriage is to designed to be a reflection of the mutual love of Christ and His bride, the Church.    

The biblical understanding of marriage is rooted in the fact that man and woman were created in the image of God, they were made to be like God, at least in some ways.  The immediate context of Genesis shows some of those ways.  Man was created very good (Genesis 1:31).  He was created with dominion over creation (Genesis 1:26.28).  He was created to participate in God’s creation by being fruitful and multiplying (Genesis 1:28).  

The first man and woman were made in God’s image.  They truly knew God as He wishes to be known and were perfectly happy in Him.  They were righteous and holy, doing God’s will.  Unfortunately, when our first parents disobeyed God and fell into sin, they lost not only Paradise, but this original righteousness, and they passed on their sinfulness to their children.  But God would not have His human creatures left in this condition for eternity.  Even as they suffered the consequences of their sins, He promised a Savior, the Seed of the woman who would crush the serpent’s head and restore Paradise.  

Many years later God fulfilled His promise.  He sent His only begotten Son, who was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  Christ lived for us and bore God’s wrath that we might not have to.  He died a horrid, hellish, wonderful, sin-atoning death for our sins.  He rose from the dead, and now leads us back into Paradise one by one, taking men, women, and children through the gracious water of Holy Baptism.  

Consequently, as we have borne the image of the earthly man, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven (1 Corinthians 15:49) and we all, are being transformed into the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).  That image will be restored fully to all Christians in the resurrection of the body unto life everlasting on the Last Day.  

Still, there is another way in which it is perfectly proper to speak of man and woman being made in the image of God, and still being “like” God even after the fall into sin.  And that is within marriage.  Like God, man was created to be a unity with distinction.  

In our text, the one true God describes Himself in the plural, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness,” and then He is described in the singular as creating man in “His own image.”  God is both singular and plural in that He is “one God in three persons.”  The three distinct persons of the Trinity—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—relate to one another in a bond of perfect love and harmony.  Similarly, in marriage the plurality of male and female becomes the unity of husband and wife.  

Jesus said: “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

It is clear from this passage that marriage is not defined by culture, a society, or by human beings at all, but by the very creation of God.  Marriage is built into who we are as human beings in relationship to God.  God designed male and female to relate to each other in a bond of perfect love and harmony in marriage.  

This one flesh union is a reality created by God.  Even in the daily stresses of marriage, where this oneness seems to be missing or broken, this oneness remains, though hidden from us for the moment.  At happy times in a marriage it may seem as though we can feel the oneness.  There are romantic moments when husband and wife look into each other’s eyes and realize how much they love each other after all those years.  But even though expressed in such feelings, the one flesh union is more than the feeling itself.

This one flesh union is a reflection of the oneness God creates between Himself and those who are wed to Him in love and trust through faith in Jesus Christ.  To put it more clearly: when you look more deeply into Christian marriage, what you see is not just two people with a commitment to one another for life, but also a model of God’s commitment to us for life, even our salvation in Jesus Christ.  This is why marriage cannot be whatever society wants it to be, but only what God has made it to be.  

As I have already said, humans were created to be like God in some ways.  That is not to say that men and women were made to be like God in the same way.  To differentiate the vocation God has given to a husband to lead and to a wife to follow in marriage the New Testament says, “I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 11:3, ESV).

This authority structure is most clearly articulated in Ephesians 5:21-33, our Epistle, where marriage is a shown to be a reflection of God’s relationship between Himself and those who are His by faith in Jesus Christ.  The husband must always seek the well-being of their one flesh union as husband and wife.  Indeed, the husband will fulfill his headship by serving his wife and giving himself up for her.  A wife’s vocation is to follow her husband’s lead, knowing that her husband has her and their best interests in mind.    

Nate and Katie, I pray that your marriage will be built upon service and submission so that you would know the joy God intends for you.  That is why I have another gift for you.  In addition to the handheld mirror which is only good for one person, I would like to give you both this mirror to hang on your wall.  Don’t use this mirror to look at yourself, for in it you will only see what is on the outside, and that is never a true measure of who you are.  Use the mirror of God’s Law to look on the inside, to show you your sin and your need for forgiveness.  Confess your sin, knowing that as you do, Christ’s blood cleanses you of all sins, and through His Gospel He is at work conforming you to His image.

Most especially, don’t use this mirror to look for the faults of your spouse.  Those will be readily apparent as time goes by.  Let this mirror remind you that God’s forgiveness in Christ covers your spouse, too.  Whatever sins he or she may have committed against you have also been paid for completely with Christ’s atoning death on the cross.  

Each time you look at this mirror, I want you both to remember the image of God in which you have been created, redeemed, sanctifed, and united as husband and wife.  God has given your marriage to be a reflection of the mutual love between Christ and His bride the church.  As you remain in His lifelines of love—His Word and Sacraments—you can be sure the Holy Spirit is at work, making your marriage in the image of God.  Amen.
Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 



