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The Day of Pentecost ~ Series C ~ May 27, 2007

The Lord Is in the House


Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The text for today is our Gospel lesson, John 14:23: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”  This is the Word of the Lord.

Rejoice in that verse, dear Christians, for Jesus declares that He dwells with you.  By His Sacrament of Holy Baptism, He has cleansed you of sin and rescued you from death, making you a fitting temple for His dwelling place.  By His Word, He continues to keep house; for by His Absolution, He creates in you a clean heart, and renews a right spirit within you.  By His Supper, He continues to strengthen your faith; as you receive His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, you can be all the more certain that Christ dwells with you.

There’s more: Jesus says that if He dwells with you, then His Father also dwells with you.  Not only that, but later in this text, Jesus promises that He sends the Holy Spirit to you, too.  Not only was the Holy Spirit poured out on the Church on the Day of Pentecost, He has come to dwell in you, too.  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all with you.  By His grace given in Word and Sacrament, you are the home of the Triune God on earth.

And if you are home to Father, Son and Holy Spirit, then holiness and grace and righteousness and life and salvation is within you.  This is not your doing, but His.  He’s what makes you so special.  He’s what makes you His home.  You’re the house.  And depending upon all sorts of circumstances, the house may or may not look like much…but you are the holy temple of God, and if the Lord is with you, you have eternal life.  Therefore, there is no greater gift and privilege than to have the Lord dwell within you.

But be prepared: The devil, the world, and sinful flesh don’t like the Lord with all His gifts of grace and righteousness and life.  However, Christ has already defeated them at the cross, and they can’t lay a finger on the risen Son of God. 

So what do they do?  Miserable cowards that they are, since they can’t hurt Him, they’re going to throw rocks at His house.  They’re going to throw rocks at you.  Get ready for the barrage, because you’re going to get pelted.

You’ll get a face-full of the grit and gravel of daily temptations.  Something may provoke some anger here, impatience there, or an unintended swear word along the way.  There will always be occasion to tell that little lie or pass on some tidbit of juicy gossip.  Every day, the dirt flies.  

You will be the target of some razor-edged flints that cut deep and cause as much pain as possible.  The devil delights to afflict with deep aches like lost dreams, broken relationships, and troubled families.  Such bitter stones are a specialty of the evil one.

You will be bruised with some fair-sized stones of setback, like illness and injury, mental and emotional disturbance, unemployment, and more.  These are designed to knock you back, knock you down, and keep you that way.

Meanwhile, for a change of pace, the devil delivers some gorgeous gemstones to your doorstep, too.  These are attractive, seductive temptations that don’t seem to hurt, but promise to make your life more enjoyable.  It might be lust or sexual temptation, pride or greed, selfishness or vanity.  These stones can be attractive, but they’re still designed to do you harm.

But all of these assaults pale in comparison to one more.  Do you hear that rumbling in the distance?  Death is rolling like a great boulder, growing ever and inescapably nearer.  It’s only a matter of time until it comes crashing down and demolishes your house.

You know what?  I don’t like getting hit by rocks all the time, and I’m betting that you don’t, either.  It’s annoying.  It hurts.  Sometimes, it hurts bad.  The scars don’t always heal—some remain for life.  Sometimes, it seems, the lacerations keep getting reopened and never have a chance to close.  But there’s always more coming at you to deal with.

This is exactly what the devil is counting on.  Each rock is a means to an end.  Since the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh can’t lay a finger on Jesus, the best they can do is harm you.  

But as long as God is in the house, you still have eternal life.  Therefore, every rock is designed to pound you a little bit more until you say, “It’s not worth it, having God around.  If this is how I get treated as His house, then I want Him out.  I’d much rather have Him gone so that this constant pelting stops.  I don’t want to take seriously that rumble of death in the background; and as long as I keep acknowledging sin, I’m aware of that boulder getting closer.  I want the Lord gone; and with the Lord out of the house, then I have so much more room for these pretty gemstones of the world that seem to make my sinful flesh so much happier.”  

That’s the goal of every stone—to get the Lord out of the house.  Each assault is a means to that end.  In other words, each stone is a means to your end.

What’s the answer?  Christ, who dwells within you, of course.  But beware of one more stone that the devil slings, for he’s an expert at twisting the Lord’s Word.  The evil one may therefore taunt by saying, “Listen to what your Jesus says.  He says, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word….He who does not love Me does not keep My words.’  Listen to that, and look at you.  Look at your dissatisfaction and your resentment and your grudge-bearing.  Look at those sins that you tolerate and even treasure.  Doesn’t look like you’re keeping His Word very well.  Therefore, is Jesus really dwelling with you at all?  Give Him up, and I’ll put you out of your misery.”

So there you are.  You have the privilege of being the home to the triune God on earth.  For that privilege, you wear a great big bull’s-eye, and the devil, the world, and your sinful flesh are all taking aim.  You have pains, sometimes even for doing the right thing.  You’ve got temptations that you don’t want to bypass.  You might be very tired.  You’ve got ongoing accusations that you’re not good enough to house the Lord.  You may be discouraged because the rocks keep coming and there seems to be no relief in sight.  If it’s up to you, this house is about to fall.  But rejoice.  It isn’t up to you.

It isn’t up to you.  The Lord has built the house and the Lord dwells in the house.  He has created you and redeemed you and dwells in you.  Therefore, hear His promises and be encouraged.

We begin with this announcement of Gospel: Jesus Christ has died, and He is risen from the dead.  He has suffered and died on that cross for the sins of the world that condemned all people.  Because He has suffered God’s judgment for sin, He has defeated the devil.  Because He is risen from the dead, He has defeated death.  Because He is present to forgive you, sin can do you no harm.  

What does this mean for you?  Plenty.  First, when the Lord speaks His Word to you, He does not speak it for your ill, but for your good.  Yes, He does say, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word,” and this is true.  But “keep” does not necessarily mean exactly the same thing as “obey;” it means to guard, preserve, cling to, hold on to.

Therefore, even if you cannot perfectly obey His Word, cling to it anyway.  Cling to His most holy Law, because that Law will prevent you from trusting in your own righteousness for your salvation.  Cling to His holy Gospel, for it gives forgiveness for all of your sins.  You see, if you could obey all of the Lord’s Word perfectly, then you wouldn’t need Him to dwell in you with grace.  

When Jesus calls for you to cling to His Word, He wills that you repent of your sin and be forgiven via the means of grace.  This is how He dwells with you always, even to the end of the age.  And if the Lord dwells with you by His Word, there are many more blessings that follow.

So second, He shields you from most of the assault.  I know it doesn’t seem like it when it happens, but please be assured: the Lord is shielding you from the fiercest blows.  Christ already absorbed the worst one when He suffered hell in your place on the cross.  Rather than endure for eternity, your suffering will one day end.  The Lord will take you away from this vale of tears, to life everlasting! 

The truth is… apart from God and His mercy and grace, you would have no life whatsoever.  The fact that you were even born and live and enjoy God’s blessing is not your doing, and is, in reality, far more than you deserve for your sin.  By God’s doing, you live.  By His strength and mercy, you continue to live daily in defiance of sin, death, and devil.

Third, He lets some rocks hit, and He lets some leave a mark.  He allows some trial and testing, but only for your good.  You see, in our sinfulness, we tend to glorify the house more than the Lord who lives in it.  We are predisposed to the notion that we’re not that sinful, that we don’t deserve any trouble, and that we really don’t need forgiveness all that much.  It’s foolish sin, this self-glorification, because the house would be destroyed were it not for the Lord within.  

Therefore, the Lord lets some rocks hit the house—a startling preaching of the Law to augment His spoken Word.  He does so in order to remind us that sin is no friend of ours; and that, apart from Him, this—and worse—would be our lot for eternity.  In other words, He allows some rocks to hit in order to call us to repentance, that we might confess our sins and be forgiven.  He allows the hits to remind us that we are not so self-dependent, that we should always place our trust in Him.  

Fourth, although you are still tempted by the devil, on account of Christ the devil has no leverage.  Why?  Because the only leverage that the devil had was your guilt for your sin.  But Jesus has borne your guilt and suffered your sin.  

Were it not for Jesus, the devil could say, “You belong to me forever because of your sin, and there’s a price to be paid for your disobedience.”  

He still says it, but it’s no longer true.  The price for your sin has been paid by your Savior Jesus on the cross.  There is no price left to be paid.  The devil can throw rocks and make you feel miserable, but that’s all.  He can’t prevent you from being forgiven.  He can’t keep you from eternal life.  Christ has gutted the devil and robbed him of his power.

Fifth, though death will still rumble and seek to terrify you, it cannot destroy you, because Christ the Cornerstone on whom you are built is indestructible.  Christ was dead.  Now He is risen.  The boulder of death was rolled across the mouth of His tomb; three days later, it was rolled away to show that He had defeated death.  He will never die again.  You are built on Christ.  The house will take a beating; but because you are built upon Christ, the gates of hell will not prevail against you.  In Him, you live forever.

Therefore, God declares to the devil, the world, and the sinful flesh, “Since you cannot harm Me, you instead assault My people?  Whoever seeks to harm them really seeks to harm Me.  I am patient in this world, still proclaiming My gracious Gospel so that more might believe and be saved.  But I am also just, and Judgment Day is coming.  Oh world, repent!  Christ has died for you.  If instead you reject them and persecute My people, there will be hell to pay.”

And to you the Lord gently says, “You suffer because you are Mine, and the world doesn’t like Me.  It wants to hit you hard enough so that you believe that I am angry with you, that there is still a price to be paid for your sin.  It wants to lure you away from Me by convincing you that I have nothing but ill to offer you.  

“This is not so: I have nothing left for you but mercy and grace, and My Son’s death on the cross is the proof.  The world will make your life miserable; but take heart, for as I have defeated death and the devil, I have also overcome the world.  Those three will do their best to destroy you, but I raise you up to everlasting life.”

On this Day of Pentecost, then, this is the hope that we proclaim.  By His means of grace, the Lord has sanctified you; and now the triune God dwells in you.  You are His house.  You are His people.  For you, Christ has died and risen.  For you He has conquered sin, death, and the devil.  These enemies of yours will heave their stones and seek to destroy you with sin.  But the Lord is with you; and your enemies cannot harm you, for you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
