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Devotion for Lutherans For Life of SD ~ November 11, 2006

The Right Way

Well, the campaign for Referred Law 6 is over.  You’ve each fought long and hard, and invested vast quantities of time, talents, and treasures to advance the For Life agenda, but it failed.  The people have spoken, and according to many of the political pundits, they’ve sent a message that government is too intrusive; people just want to be left alone.  That’s the conventional wisdom. 

But God has something to say about conventional wisdom.   In Proverbs 16:25, He tells us: “There is a way that seems right to a person, but eventually ends in death.”  

To the world, it may seem right that government stay out of our lives in matters of reproduction and a woman’s health.  It may seem right that victims of rape and incest not have to endure a pregnancy and birth that will continually remind them of their abuse.  The “right to choose” may sound like a good and right thing to defend.  

But it is important to ask, “What is being chosen?”  When the answer to that question is abortion, the “right to choose” leads to death.  It leads to the brutal death of a tiny, defenseless, innocent human being.  It leads to a life of depression and despair for those who’ve made wrong choices.  Even worse, it may lead to their eternal spiritual death, when Satan tricks them into abandoning all hope in a forgiving, loving God. 

There is nothing “right” about such as way.  There has to be another way.

There is!  Jesus puts it this way, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one goes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).  When faced with a crisis pregnancy, there is a way other than death.  It’s the way of life.  It’s choosing life and trusting in the Lord of Life, Jesus Christ, who is the way to eternal life, and who has promised the presence of His Spirit in the living of this life.  

No, it is not a way where fear and heartache are absent.  But it is a way where the living Jesus is present and promises to work in every circumstance in your life.  Rather than defending the “right to choose,” this way assures that you are being defended.  Jesus pleads your case before the Father, seeking forgiveness for your mistakes based on the complete payment He made for all sins on the cross.  He asks the Father to look at you through Him and to see His goodness covering you.  He asks the Father to send the Spirit of comfort to walk beside you and turn your heartache into hope.

Yes, “there is a way that seems right to a person, but eventually ends in death.”  So, we shouldn’t be shocked when the political process fails to produce the correct results.  It’s a human process, carried out in a fallen world that’s tainted with sin, selfishness, and all the failings of our own sinful natures and human wisdom.  So, unfortunately, the vote on Referred Law 6 didn’t go the way we wanted.  But that doesn’t mean we have failed.  

Our mission as Lutherans For Life is not specifically to get pro-life legislation passed.  Our mission is “To witness to the sanctity of human life through education based on the Word of God.” 
Our vision is not to transform society through political activism, but “to be a powerful, Biblical, pro-life voice and resource to Lutherans and, through them, transform society.”

Our philosophy is not to develop campaign strategies based upon the latest trends in political science and the whims of public opinion polls but “to speak and act on behalf of those who are vulnerable and defenseless.”  

No, we didn’t win the vote, but we did fulfill our mission.  We did stick to our vision.  We did follow our philosophy.  We did faithfully proclaim God’s Word of life and reach out with His forgiving love!  That is what we are called to do.

God says through His prophet Isaiah, “My Word, which comes from My mouth, is like the rain and snow.  It will not come back to me without results.  It will accomplish whatever I want and achieve whatever I send it to do.” 

  Isn’t that nice to know?  In matters of such importance, in matters of literally life and death, even spiritual life and death, we are not called to bring about the results.  God does that!  We are called upon to share His Word of Life.  He promises to work through that Word.  He promises to bring the results.


Sure, we don’t always see the results directly or immediately.  We don’t always see the exact results that we hope for and work for and pray for.  But that doesn’t mean there aren’t results.  It doesn’t mean that hearts aren’t being changed.


Let me mention just a few examples:  

The day after the election, we studied the Fifth Commandment in our 7th & 8th grade confirmation class at Trinity.  We didn’t even get started and the students wanted to talk about abortion.  All eleven of them “could not believe that Referred Law 6 failed.”  They absolutely couldn’t see how anyone could vote against a law that protected babies from being aborted.  

The eighth graders told me they had debated the topic in social studies class so boldly and boisterously, their teacher told them all it was time to move on to something else.  (That will teach the West Central school system to put all those “radical, fundamentalist Lutherans” in the same class).

Our work as Lutherans For Life is having an effect, especially on the youngest ones who haven’t been brainwashed with the lies most of us were fed when we were their age.  You know the ones: “It’s just a clump cells;” “All mammals look the same at that stage;” and all the rest.  A vast majority of our young people know that unborn babies are living human beings and that abortion ends a human life.  Studies show that young people are exceedingly For Life, with as many as 75% of them identifying themselves as such.

What’s more, they are increasingly willing to speak about life issues, even when it is very personal.  One of the girls told the whole class how her mother had gotten pregnant at a young age.  She was planning to have an abortion, but saw the ultrasound and changed her mind.  She said, “I’m here because my mom made the right choice.”  I said, “Just think about what the world would be missing if it didn’t have you.”  And then I said a silent prayer of thanks that God had spared her life and gave her the courage and opportunity to share her For Life message.

A shy young lady spoke to me privately during a break.  She asked me if abortion was acceptable in instances where the baby was diagnosed with severe handicaps.  We talked about how God values all human life, even the ones the world considers “broken.”  We talked about instances when doctors have been incorrect in their diagnosis and how parents experience great joy despite the limitations of their child and can’t imagine what life would be like without them.   


I would also make another observation.  I find it interesting that those who have consistently supported virtually any and all abortions—even partial-birth abortion—seemed willing to surrender that “right” in 99% of the cases, by appealing to the lack of exceptions for cases of rape and incest in order to win the vote.  Of course, if those exceptions would have been written into the legislation, they would have appealed to exceptions for “the health of the mother,” but they were backpedaling, nevertheless.  Despite this recent setback, the For Life movement is gaining ground.  Keep up the good fight!


There is a way that seems right.  It leads to death.  There is a way that is right.  It is where Jesus leads.  That is the way that you and I are called to follow.  That is the way that we are called to share as Lutherans For Life.  It is our mission.  It is our vision.  And it is our philosophy.  Let’s share it with the world.  Amen.


Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
