


The Wedding of Shana Letsche and Jason Hinks ~ May 4, 2007

One Forever; One for Good


Shana and Jason, your family and friends, members of Trinity congregation:

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Of all the references to marriage in the Bible, the Genesis 2 creation account is one of my favorites.  It reveals a God who is extremely sensitive to us humans and who is intimately involved with His creation.  It portrays a God who not only gives us the world and everything in it, but who gives us one another as well.  When no suitable helper was found for Adam, the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, God took one of the man’s ribs and made a woman.

The Hebrew word for “made” is a special word, meaning “to build, to construct with special skill and craftsmanship.”  (So you might say the woman was “well built.”)  Adam received this gift from God as his wife, and she was willing to be is wife.  That this was not a one-time thing but a basic divine establishment for the whole human race of all time becomes clear from God’s statement in verse 24: “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” 

The marital relationship begins when a man and a woman freely pledge themselves unconditionally to each other and give evidence of this by breaking off a close family bond in order to establish a new one.  To express their unconditional commitment, these two people enjoy a physical union that then becomes God’s way of passing on the gift of life to the next generation.

In God’s view, this union is anything but casual.  Marriage, then, is not a human arrangement or the product of human progress or social development.  It is God’s idea, His gift to His highest creatures.  It follows, then, that people do not have the right to set their own standards for marriage, to determine their own rules for terminating it, or to devise alternative lifestyles to replace it.

Adam and Eve enjoyed their new relationship.  Even though they were naked, they felt no shame because they were in full control of their impulses and expressed them in perfect love to God and in unselfish love to each other.  Within the bonds of holy matrimony, this physical union is indeed a very blessed thing.

If you asked me to summarize in one word the purpose for which God gives a woman to a man and a man to a woman, the word I would choose is the word love.  God gives people to people in order that they may love one another.  

On a day such as today, I doubt that the word I chose to describe God’s intention for you surprises you.  Love is in the air.  The two of you look at each other lovingly.  The music is lovely, the flowers are beautiful, your families are supportive, and your friends don’t look too bad either.  The setting is almost idyllic, like being in the Garden of Eden.  You are surrounded by signs and symbols and feelings of love.  It is enough to make you think that loving each other for the rest of your lives will be easy.

The Scriptures, however, speak not of sentimental love but of a love that is intentional and self-giving.  In our Second Reading, Paul writes of a love that is patient and kind, not jealous or boastful, neither arrogant nor rude.  “Love,” he says, “does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.”  Paul urges us to love one another with a strong love that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4–7).

Similarly, Jesus says in the Gospel of John: “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12).  Christ’s love was anything but sentimental.  The Savior’s love committed Him wholeheartedly to doing His Father’s will, which included dying on the cross for your sins, for my sins, for the sins of the whole world.  To love others as Christ has loved us, we must offer up our entire life.

Jason, I hope you know that Shana is not going to be as easy to love every day of your marriage as she is today.  One morning you are going to roll over in bed and  

remember the disagreement you had the day before.  You will look at your wife lying next to you, and you will ask, “Lord, is this the woman you gave to me on the day of my marriage?  Is this the woman with whom you want me to spend the rest of my life?  Do I really have to love her just as Christ loved me and His bride, the church, and gave Himself up for her?  Do I really have to sacrifice myself for her?”  Jason, it is not going to be as easy to love her that morning as it is this evening.

Shana, your husband, too, is not going to be as easy to love every day of your marriage as he is today.  One morning you are going to look beyond the lump in the bed that is your husband, to the pile of clothes he has left lying on the floor, and you are going to say, “Lord, in all of your mixing and matching of husbands and wives, are you certain this is not more of a mix than a match?  Are you certain this is the man with whom you want me to spend the rest of my life?  Do I really have to follow those words of Jesus, ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you’?”

I know it’s hard to believe at this moment, and my wife and daughters always get after me for bringing it up on a day such as this, but it’s part of my duty as the one who solemnizes your vows: sooner or later you are going to hurt each other and disappoint each other.  This is inevitable, because your marriage is made of two sinners.  

Now please don’t think that I’m being judgmental.  It’s not that you’re any worse persons than any other husband and wife.  God’s Word makes it clear that every marriage is made of two sinners.  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Each of us is sinful from birth, from the time of our conception.  

And as a result of that sinfulness you will sin.  You will think the unkind thought and speak the hurting word.  You will, at times, put your own wants and desires ahead of your spouse’s.  Then Satan will tempt you to turn away from each other and to seek a solution that seems easier than extending to each other the forgiveness you both need to make your relationship whole again.

Where can you find the strength you will need to resist Satan at such times?  How will you be able to keep the vows you are making to each other today?  How will you find the humility and grace to forgive and sacrifice over and over again?  The answer to those questions lies in the words of Jesus.  Before giving His commandment that we should love one another, Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  Those who live in me and I in them bear much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).   

The ability to remain one with each other comes from remaining one with Jesus Christ.  Your marriage makes you one flesh with each other; Jesus became flesh not only to dwell among us, but also to give His flesh for our life, and to live in us in such fashion that we are never alone.  As husband and wife you are not in your marriage relationship alone.  You are one not only with each other, but also with your Savior, Jesus Christ.

When emotional love fails you and sentimental love is not enough to sustain you, go to the lifelines of love—Christ’s Word and Sacraments.  Cling to your Baptism, through which you have put on the Lord Jesus Christ and have received the benefit of His life, death, and resurrection.  You are not just two sinners, but you are two forgiven sinners, redeemed children of God.  Because of your Baptism, sin is not your master; Christ is.  You can affirm in words and actions the love of Christ, which is the will of God for your life together as husband and wife.

When you are tempted to turn away from each other, recall what happens when you come to the Lord’s Table to receive Christ’s body and blood.  Here the life of the Vine flows into us branches, so that He remains in us and we in Him.  The body and blood of Jesus give you the forgiveness of your sins and the power to forgive each other just as God, for Christ’s sake, forgives you.  

As if this were not enough, I have more good news for you today.  After addressing himself to husbands and wives in his letter to the Ephesians, telling them how each is to serve the other, St. Paul quotes those beautiful words from Genesis that we read 

beginning of this service: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  Then Paul adds, “This mystery is great—I speak of Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:31–32).  

Your Baptism into Christ and your reception of His Supper unite you not only to Jesus Christ but also to the whole communion of saints.  There is great power in the fact that you are not the only branches connected to the vine of Jesus Christ; there are many others connected to Him as well from whom you can draw strength and support.

One of the greatest mistakes most Americans make about marriage is considering it to be a private affair.  I want you to know that what is taking place here today is not simply a matter between you two.  Your marriage belongs first of all to God, who created you, redeemed you, and gave you to each other.  It belongs to your parents, who have invested themselves in you and sustained you to this moment.  It belongs to your friends, who honor you by their presence.  It belongs to your congregation and to me.  And I pledge to you, no matter where you are or where I am, if ever there is anything I can do to help your marriage, you can call upon me.  I will be available to you and do all I can to help you keep the vows you make today.

If you live together in Christ’s love and stay connected to Him through His lifelines of love, His promise to you is that your marriage will bear fruit.  I am confident that the most important guest attending your wedding today—Jesus Christ—will remain a welcomed person in your marriage, and so your marriage will be a blessing to both of you, to the community in which you live, to the place where you work, to your congregation, and to our world.  Together as you remain connected to Christ, you will not only be one forever, you will also be one for good.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

