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The Wedding of Tyler & Jen Foster ~ October 28, 2006

Basic Necessities for the Journey

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Someone wiser than I, has compared marriage to a journey—a bus trip, to be exact.  From all the buses in the world, you board one.  That bus could represent the circle of people you know through family and friends, school and work.  Once on board among that group of people, you select one seat, beside one partner.  Ever after, your primary objective is to remain with that one partner.  

More people may get on the bus; some may get off.  Your bus may have a flat tire or accident or take a detour.  You two might even agree to get off and board a different bus.  But whatever the itinerary, the one pledge you must never break is that you will remain beside your partner.  Together you will travel the road ahead, sharing life’s adventures, bumps, breakdowns, and discoveries, along the journey toward the common destination of all Christians: the heavenly city, the new Jerusalem.

You each began that journey when you were baptized into Christ.  While this is a special day, that was arguably the single most important day in your life.  While marriage does not change your destination, it is nevertheless a momentous occasion, for now there will be three of you traveling together, united as one:  Tyler, Jen… and Jesus.

We are honored that you have invited us to be here with you as this new leg of your journey begins.  You have also invited the apostle Paul to your big day.  A wise choice, because he knows a thing or two about significant journeys.  In fact, his words provide a checklist of basic necessities for every couple starting out.  

What’s interesting to note is that he focuses, not so much on the beginning of the journey, such as how we should dress today or what the menu will include at the reception—but on the necessities for the trip—the entire trip.  In our text for today, Colossians 3:12-17, St. Paul writes: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  Paul’s idea here is that certain things are basic necessities for your journey together.  Let’s focus on three of them you want to take with you as you set out.  

The foremost item for every couple starting out is a coat, an all–weather, one–size–fits–all kind of coat.  It is available to everyone, though you won’t find it in the stores.  It is prohibitively expensive, though it costs you nothing to acquire it.  It is the coat of God’s love in Christ.  God’s love in Christ cloaks you in His righteousness and outfits you to show appropriate love in all aspects of your life.  And there is no more important relationship for the showing of love than marriage.  You may have looked for many desirable qualities in your partner.  But one is supreme: “Over all these virtues,” Paul writes, “put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”

This coat of love is not just any kind of coat, because this is not just any kind of love.  This is a coat of Christian love, not merely an emotion or affection.  This love coat isn’t romantic love, either, though that is also precious and valuable.  This coat is made of the kind of love that is an act of the will in addition to a pull of the heart.  This kind of   
love begins with God, who has willed to love us, even though we did not deserve it.  In another of his letters Paul explains such outrageous love: “At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6).  

Before you were even conceived, God planned for you to have this coat of love.  He wrapped you in it the day He claimed you in Holy Baptism and planted faith in Jesus in your heart.  He saw to it that this coat would cost you nothing.  Jesus paid for this love coat with the price of His life.  Do you see what this means for you?  God is always there to wrap you anew in His love, even when you fail miserably.  Sin is serious business.  We not only feel guilty; we are guilty.  But God’s coat covers all our sin so that we become a new creation, ready to start out again for home, no matter what shape we were in before.  

Today, as you begin your journey, your calling is to help keep each other bundled up in this coat of love.  Under God you have decided to marry one unique person—the one standing beside you.  Marriage now becomes your vocation, your calling.  And to what is God calling you?  To keep wrapping your partner in His coat of love.

That course of action does not necessarily come automatically or easily.  Albert Einstein reportedly once said, “Women marry men hoping they will change, and men marry women hoping they will not.  So each is inevitably disappointed.” 

Perhaps such disappointment is why we set about to improve one another!  Often our method is to point out every mistake and every fault of our partner.  We may even expect perfection of one another, something we can really expect only from God.

Now, our Lord does not ask us to condone wrongdoing.  But He does teach us to pray, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  Sure, each of us has weaknesses and failures, but God calls us to focus our thinking on what is good and true.  And He calls us to keep the coat of Christian love wrapped around one another, even as He has wrapped us in His perfect love in Christ.

So, as you start out on the journey of marriage, don’t leave home without God’s coat of love.  Look at each other through the generous, forgiving eyes of God, whose love will never fail.  His mercies are new every morning.  So His love will bind “all things together in perfect unity,” our text says.

Paul says that there is another basic necessity for every couple starting out.  It is a peacemaker.  “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,” Paul continues, “since as members of one body you were called to peace.”

What, exactly, is this peacemaker we can’t do without?  

It is peace that is very different from the peace most people think of.  Jesus promised.  “Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives,” He says (John 14:27).

Many couples today do not look at the prospect of marriage with much peace.  When asked what they thought a man and woman could say to each other on their wedding day, Bill thought that instead of “I do” couples should say “I hope so,” because “it gives a more accurate picture of what you can expect from one another.”  Becky looked back on her wedding day and said, “I should have said, ‘I’ll try,’ because that’s all I can do.  I’m trying every day and it never gets easier.” 

That’s the kind of peace the world has to offer: “I hope so” and “I’ll try.”

Paul says that as baptized children of God, you take along a very different kind of peacemaker: “the peace of Christ,” he calls it.  This is not to imply that marriage does not require hard work and an ongoing commitment to nurture the relationship.  But such work and commitment can be made with confidence in God, rather than apprehension and uncertainty because of our human failings.

God is intentionally involved in what is taking place here today, as you start out on the journey of marriage.  Let His promise give you peace.  Through Christ, the Maker  

of all families is making you a family today.  He will go with you all the way.  Let Him continue to rule your hearts and minds.  Ask Him to control your anxieties and fears.  When you fight, ask Him to help you arrive at peace.  Christ, your peacemaker, promises to go with you.  He can outride every nasty stretch of the road, outlast every problem that at the moment may appear insurmountable.  He can see you through every challenge.

Paul mentions yet a third basic necessity that every couple starting out needs.  He says simply, “And be thankful.”  While the first basic necessity, the love coat, is a matter of will and decision, and the second, our peacemaker, is a matter of faith, this third basic necessity is a matter of attitude.

In a few moments, you will make promises to each other.  You are about to take on a very serious commitment.  Your vows remind us that marriage is work.  You are going to promise that you will stay with one another in sickness and health.  Let’s be honest: most of us are not a joy to be around when we are sick.  We are not thoughtful of others.  We are not very considerate.  Certainly, we aren’t very attractive.  If this is how we are with a cold, imagine how challenging it will be if there is serious illness.  Now, Paul says to take along for such times not just a grin–and–bear–it, grit–your–teeth–and–hang–in–there attitude, but a gratitude attitude.  Be thankful for this flu–ridden grouch!

In a few moments you’ll also promise that, for richer or poorer, you’re going to stay married.  It may be true that two can live as cheaply as one, but not as well!  Goodbye, creature comforts!  Add a few children, and it’s “hello, sacrifice.”  Again, Paul says, go into this with your eyes open and your heart offering thanksgiving.  

You are also going to promise faithfulness.  In a world that flaunts sexuality and cheers unfaithfulness, this is a tough promise to make and keep.  As time goes on, unless you keep wrapped in your baptismal love coat and see the same coat of God’s forgiving love wrapped around your spouse, your imperfections will begin to take center stage.  At such times other people may look more attractive to you than your spouse.  But today you are committing yourself to lifelong fidelity.  Do it thankfully, Paul insists.  Don’t start out without thankfulness.

Why?  Why start out with an attitude of gratitude, knowing what lies ahead?  Because, in all these things—illness and financial pressures and sexual temptations—God promises to be with us and to bless us in Christ.  “In all things God works for the good of those who love Him” (Romans 8:28).  Having clothed us in His righteousness, His purpose is to shape us more and more into the likeness and image of Christ.  That shaping will not be complete until the Last Day, but the fact that it is going on, and that eventually God will complete His work in us, is indeed cause for an attitude of gratitude.

Tyler and Jen, today you embark on the leg of your journey that will not end until one or both of you reach the heavenly destination begun in Baptism.  Whatever else, take along these necessities, and make use of them always: God’s coat of love; Christ, the peacemaker; and an attitude of gratitude, because God indeed is going with you.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
