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Wedding of Kim Carls and Russ Brick ~ October 7, 2006

Love Is…


To you, Russ and Kim, your family and friends, and members of Trinity congregation: Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Throughout the years the words read earlier that you’ve chosen from St. Paul’s great love chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, have served well on many wedding occasions such as this.  I want to address a few of those words today under the theme “Love Is…”  

The first word is patience.  St. Paul writes: “Love is patient.”  Patience is not an optional virtue for your marriage but is an absolute necessity.  Two, 10, or 20 years from now you will be saying on a regular basis that on your wedding day you never really knew each other.  You thought you did.  But along the way you found you needed patience.


Of all the things you will discover, this may be the most important: neither of you lacks faults or flaws.  I know this may be hard for you to believe on this day, Russ, when your bride is so radiant and beautifully adorned; and Kim, when your groom looks his absolute best, but with all the unknowns ahead, one thing we can be certain of is that yours is a marriage of two sinners.  I don’t say this, because either of you is particularly more sinful than anyone else, but because every marriage is the union of two sinners.  

In Romans 3:23, St. Paul reminds us: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  St. John warns: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).  As one sinner interacts with another sinner there’s bound to be friction and misunderstandings; and to get through them will require a great deal of patience.  Fortunately, you have access to an endless supply of patience given to you through the Holy Spirit.  God reminds us in Galatians 5:22: “The fruit of the Spirit is… patience.” 


And of course, such are the words of your wedding text, “Love is patient, love is kind” (1 Corinthians 13:4).  For the sake of mutual love, discover kind and quiet ways to express patience in the midst of potentially angry or hostile situations.  Always keep in mind Jesus’ parable of the man with a log in his own eye who wanted another to remove the speck from his eye.  Be people of patience, for that is God’s will in your marriage.


That brings us to the next word, the heart and soul of love—at least the kind of love we are addressing today.  Pardon.  “Love… keeps no record of wrongs,” Paul writes (1 Corinthians 13:5).  Your partner in this marriage will need to be forgiven more times than there are stars in the sky.  You also will need to welcome the ready forgiveness for the many sins you commit against your beloved.  

Many marriages fail because rather than forgiving, couples make a mental list of wrongs and keep it on file.  Then, in times of stress, this list is lifted from the “wrongs” file and used as weaponry to win the forthcoming battle of words.


Is this the way of Christ, the Bridegroom of the church?  Hardly.  His love and forgiveness stand without condition.  Because He is God, He has the capacity to forget our sins when they are placed at the cross He bore.  At the cross, those sins were marked “paid in full.”  God tells us through His prophet, “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25).


So it is with you.  That’s why St. Paul urges us in his letter to the Colossians: “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them together in perfect unity” (Colossians 3:13-14).


People of patience are people of pardon.  Christ bore the cross to forgive us.  Whatever it takes to forgive your spouse, whatever cross you must bear, do it for the Lord’s sake and for your love’s sake.


This brings me to point three.  I exhort you to be people of passion.  Ah, now that one’s easy and exciting!  But I am quick to add that passion is more than just romance, though that is of great value indeed.  Romance is so important God put a whole book about it in the Bible.  Song of Songs is His affirmation of human romance and sexuality.  Enjoy the physical union you will share.  It is given by the Creator for your mutual joy and for the procreation of human life according to the will of God.  As you grow older, don’t let the spark of this romantic occasion flicker or wane.  Fan it and fire it up, for passion in marital romance is an essential in a world where love may die quickly.


But passion means more than just what you share in the body.  It is zeal as you face each and every task of life.  It is to put your whole heart and energy into all that you do.  That is the way life is to be lived; it is how God makes life and work a blessing to us.

St. Paul writes in Colossians 3:23: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”  

Let nothing in your life together as husband and wife be done halfheartedly or grudgingly.  Do it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, for your love and marriage are meant to be human reflections of Christ’s love for His bride, the Church.  Above all else, be passionate about sharing your faith in worship and prayer, so that in all things your love will have fuel to fire up and grown intensely.


So what have we said so far?  I exhort you to be people of patience, of pardon, and of passion.  Now, I’m sure we could find others as well.  But there is a point where we must conclude.  So let’s close with persistence.  “Love… always perseveres,” we are told in 1 Corinthians 13:7.  Your love cannot be turned on and off as you see fit day by day.  Your love cannot and must not be put to death by the first molehill you climb, as the manner of marriage in America now is.  Your love has no recourse for ending on the whim of incompatibility.  If you do not mean “till death us do part,” then don’t say it!


Marriage can be a great struggle at times.  Yet it remains the most joyous, fulfilling challenge on earth, a union for the good of husband and wife and, God willing, children yet to come.  Hang in there with the Lord.  As you persist in your love, trust in the power of God to give you what is needed to please Him and enjoy life.


That power can and will be found only in a devotional life that includes private and corporate worship, a study of the Word of God, and a life of prayer.  You need Christ for this power to persist and persevere.  You need His body and blood to share in Holy Communion.  When you come to the sacramental altar, may you always remember that you are receiving not only forgiveness for your sins, but power for your perseverance as a couple married in God’s house with Christ as the unseen guest.


And the church is the body of the very Christ you love.  You need your church and your church needs you.  That is a mutuality people so readily forget.  If you never return, you have had a church wedding as you so requested.  But remaining with your church fellowship is an indicator that you have had not only a wedding in church, but a Christian wedding in church.  For to keep all your marriage cylinders—patience, pardon, passion, and persistence—running on a full tank of gas, you need to make regular stops, not as an option, but as a matter of necessity, at God’s service center we call the church.  Here alone can you receive all you need for love and life.


As we met together in preparation for this day, we studied the Lifelines of Love.  Over and over again, we learned how Jesus comes to us and gives us the power and motivation for married love in His Word and Sacraments.  Return often to receive these means of grace, so your marriage may be the blessing that God desires for you, and so that your love may reflect the love that He has for His Church.  For after all is said and done, “these three remain: faith, hope, and love.  But the greatest of these is love.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.  

