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Wedding of Scott Schnider & Kayla Romkema ~ January 5, 2007

A True Love Story

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The text for today is Matthew 1:18-25:

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  And he gave Him the name Jesus.  This is the Word of the Lord.

Scott and Kayla, you have chosen a marvelous time of the year for your wedding: Christmas time.  Yes, it’s still Christmas… at least for today.  While merchants seem to start the Christmas season earlier and earlier each year, and put the Christmas stuff away for after-holiday sales on December 26th, Christmas traditionally goes on through tomorrow, January 6th, the Epiphany of our Lord.  This is the twelfth day of Christmas, the day in which, according to the famous song, the appropriate gift from one’s true love is “twelve drummers drumming.”  

Scott, I’m kind of disappointed.  You missed a wonderful opportunity to impress your true love with your sense of romance.  But then, it probably wouldn’t be very appropriate to have a drum line beat out the rhythm of the Wedding March.  

Nevertheless, Christmas time is a festive time, when the days are merry and bright.  It fits a wedding so well.  The day of your marriage to each other should be a very merry one indeed!  

Christmas time is a family time, when families gather from near and far to share a family moment together.  That fits a wedding so well, because your family members have come from nearby and far away to share in this special moment in your lives—and in theirs.

Christmas time is “friend time,” when good friends get together for good times.  That, too, fits a wedding so well.  You have many friends sitting out there, and a few of your friends standing right here beside you, today—just like they have stood beside you at other times in your life, to support you and to encourage you and, yes, to experience with you another good time, today.

Yes, you have chosen a marvelous time of the year for your wedding: Christmas time.  It fits a wedding so well.  Especially since the story of Christmas is a love story.

It is the story of the love of Joseph for Mary.  There is an example for you, Scott—an example for all husbands—in the love that Joseph had for Mary.  Even before God revealed to Joseph that the child in the Virgin Mary’s womb was the Son of God, conceived through a miracle of the Holy Spirit, Joseph was willing to forgive Mary for what he thought she had done against him.  Even though he was crushed and hurt, Joseph was not going to get back at Mary by subjecting her to shame and ridicule.

That is forgiveness.  That is the love of a husband for his wife.  And that is what we pray for you today, Scott: that you, like Joseph, will always have the strength of will and faith to lay aside your own life for the sake of the love of your life, your wife.

And this same Christmas story is also a story about a wife’s love for her husband.  It is the story of Mary’s love for Joseph.  And there is an example for all wives—and for you today, Kayla.  

Mary was deeply hurt that Joseph did not at first believe her words about the child in her womb.  She had told the truth, and yet he thought she was a liar.  But Mary forgave Joseph; she did not hold it against him after he came to his senses.

That is forgiveness.  That is the love of a wife for her husband.  And that is what we pray for you today, Kayla: that you, like Mary will always be possessed by a gentle and kind Spirit Who leads you to set aside your desires on account of your love for the man to whose side you are joined today, your lifelong husband.

Yes, the Christmas story is a love story.  But it is not only about Joseph’s and Mary’s love for each other.  It is the story of the love of God for both Joseph and Mary.  It is the story of God’s love for the whole world, shown in the sending of His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to take away the sins of the world by His perfect life and innocent suffering, and sacrificial death on the cross.  That is true forgiveness.  That is true love.

The Epistle that you’ve chosen for this day from 1 Corinthians 13, tells us about true love.  We hear about the importance of true love.  We hear the attributes of true love—what love is and what love isn’t: “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (v.5-7).

As we met together in preparation for this day, we talked about this kind of true love.  We heard there is a special word for this Christian kind of love—agape.  We also were reminded that while this kind of true love is to be our goal, because of sin we cannot create this kind of love ourselves.  In fact, this kind of sacrificial, extravagant, perfect love goes against the sinful nature we were all born with.

But we also heard the Good News of the “Lifelines of Love.”  We heard again and again, how God brings this agape love to us for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, through His grace-giving, life-giving Word and Sacraments.  We were reminded that the Church is the retreat center to hear the renewing message of God’s love.  

The Church is the place in which we are adopted into God’s family, we are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.  The Church is the place where Christ feeds us His very body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  The Church is the place where we receive Christ’s absolution—God’s grace and love poured out in the forgiveness of sins.  In the Lifelines of Love, God creates within us the true love needed for marriage.

And that is what we pray for you today, Scott and Kayla: that you, like Joseph and Mary, like many of your family members and friends who have been joined together in marriage but also joined together through Christ in a Christian marriage, would make His true love the very heart of your love for each other.  

His true love will make each of you perfect in your love for each other, for His is a love that never fails.  By His true love, you shall be able to bear all things with patience, endure all things with longsuffering, not seeking your own but seeking the best for the one flesh that you now are together.  That is love—true love—that God has for you—a love that came down from heaven on that first Christmas.

And that fits your wedding so well today!

Scott and Kayla: A Merry First Christmas together as husband and wife, and a Blessed New Life as you being this New Year together—together with each other, together with God.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.

